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S cripture tells us, “It is a sin when
someone knows the right thing to
do and doesn’t do it” (James 4:17,

CEB). We have just finished a fresh
look at the Easter story, where we
found many of the characters not doing
the right thing. Judas, Peter, the other
disciples, Pilate and even the Jewish
church leaders — all knew the right
thing to do but failed to do it.

But we find that failing to do the
right thing when faced with a crucial
opportunity goes back much further, all
the way back to the beginning.

I want to share with you an excerpt
from Mark Eldredge’s book, “Wild at
Heart: Discovering the Secrets of a
Man’s Soul.” Although this book is fo-
cused on masculinity in Christian cul-
ture, perhaps all of us would benefit by
taking a close look. Here’s an excerpt:

“God gives Adam some instructions
on the care of creation and his role in
the unfolding story. It’s pretty basic,
and very generous (see Gen. 2:16-17).
But notice what God doesn’t tell Adam.
There is no warning or instruction over
what is about to occur: the Temptation
of Eve. This is just staggering. Notably
missing from the dialogue between
Adam and God is something like this:

“‘Adam, one more thing. A week
from Tuesday, about four in the after-
noon, you and Eve are going to be down
in the orchard and something danger-
ous is going to happen. Adam, are you
listening? The eternal destiny of the
human race hangs on this moment.
Now, here’s what I want you to do...’

“God doesn’t tell him. He doesn’t

mention it, so far as we know. Good
grief — why not?! Because God be-
lieves in Adam. This is what he’s de-

signed to do — to come through in a
pinch. Adam doesn’t need instructions
because this is what Adam is for. It’s

already there, everything he needs, in
his design, in his heart. Needless to say,
the story doesn’t go well. Adam fails; he
fails Eve and the rest of humanity.

“Let me ask you a question: Where is
Adam, while the serpent is tempting
Eve? He’s standing right there: ‘She
also gave some to her husband, who
was with her. Then he ate it, too’ (Gen.
3:6 NLT). The Hebrew for ‘with her’
means right there, elbow to elbow.
Adam isn’t away in another part of the
forest; he has no alibi. He is standing
right there, watching the whole thing
unravel. What does he do? Nothing.
Absolutely nothing. He says not a word,
doesn’t lift a finger. He won’t risk, he
won’t fight, and he won’t rescue Eve.

“Our first father — the first real
man — gave in to paralysis. He denied
his very nature and went passive. And
every man and woman after him, every
son and daughter of Adam, carry in
their heart now the same failure. Every
person repeats the sin of Adam, every
day. We won’t risk, we won’t fight, and
we won’t rescue Eve. We truly are a
chip off the old block.”

We are all guilty of being silent when
we needed to doing something, saying
something, or taking a stand for what is
moral, right and just. God is God and
doesn’t need defending, however we
are warned by Jesus, “Therefore, ev-
eryone who acknowledges me before
people, I also will acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew
10:32, CEB).

May we all know when to act in Je-
sus’ name, and when to be silent, also in
his name.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake
Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-3993
or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

As in Eden, doing nothing can be sin
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Titian’s representation of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, ca. 1550. The devil many times
tempts us through good and valuable things and people. 
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Email information about faith-based
events at least two weeks in advance to
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-
times.com and Carole Terrell at cter-
rell@ citizen-times.com.

Eltzroth to be ordained as priest 
ASHEVILLE - Abigail Eltzroth will

be ordained as a Roman Catholic wom-
an priest at 5 p.m. April 30 by Bishop
Bridget Mary Meehan, of the Associa-
tion of Roman Catholic Women Priests,
at Jubilee Community, 46 Wall St. Eltz-
roth will reported be the first woman
Catholic priest in Asheville.

The group says its ordinations are
valid because the first women bishops
were ordained by a male Roman Catho-
lic bishop with apostolic succession.
They reject church law that does not
allow women to be ordained, and about
250 women in 10 countries have been
ordained in this manner.

Eltzroth has served as a jail chaplain
in Saginaw, Michigan, as a pastoral
associate on the Fort Peck Indian Res-
ervation in Montana, and as pastor to
two churches in Nebraska.

Empty Bowls dinner benefits
Backpack Program

FLAT ROCK - Potters and artisans
of Henderson County will sponsor an
Empty Bowls dinner benefiting the
Backpack Program from 5-7 p.m. April
30 at The Episcopal Church of St. John
in the Wilderness, 1905 Greenville
Highway.

Area potters and school groups are
making and donating bowls, and local
restaurants and bakers will donate
soups, breads and desserts.

Tickets are $25, which includes one
bowl to take home, or $50 for families,
which includes two bowls. Call 828-
693-9783 or visit the church Parish
House.

Sock collection in Mills River
MILLS RIVER - Here’s some of

what’s going on at Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road. To learn more about
these events, call the church at 828-
891-7101 or visit
millsriverpresbyterianchurch.org:

» “Sock It to Us,” through the end
of April. Donate new socks and un-
derwear for men, women and children
to be donated to Interfaith Assistance
Ministry. Men’s socks should be dark
cotton crew socks with reinforced toe
and heel.

Time for annual
Shape Note Singing

ETOWAH - The 110th annual Spring
Christian Harmony All-Day Shape
Note Singing will be 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
May 6 at Etowah Lions Club, 447 Eto-
wah School Road. Free but donations
welcomed.

No experience needed. Come sing
or just listen. Covered dish dinner on
the grounds from noon-1 p.m. To learn
more, visit EtowahShapeNote.org.

RELIGION NOTES

Share your event at least two weeks in ad-
vance online at events.citizen-times.com. Click on
“Add your event” to submit details.

April 27
Mindfulness meditation, Dharma reading,

discussion: 7-8:30 p.m. Thursdays, Asheville
Shambhala Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon
Ave., Suite #113 in Reynolds Village. Sitting and
walking mindfulness meditation. No experience
necessary. Meditation instruction available.
Followed by tea, Dharma reading and conversa-
tion. Donations appreciated.

April 28-29
The Historical Mary Goes to Church: Lec-

ture at 7:30 p.m. April 28 and sessions from 9:30
a.m.-noon and 1:30-4 p.m. April 29 at Brooks-
Howell Home, 266 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. $75,
$50 student, $20 single sessions Friday evening,
Saturday morning or afternoon, $30 April 28.
Brooks-Howell Home partners with Jesus Semi-
nar on the Road program to look at the history
behind Mary Magdalene. Continuing Education
Units offered. Register at westarinstitute.org/
upcoming-events-calendar/asheville-2017.

April 29
Kehillat Yeshua Messianic Congregation:

10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays, Kehillat Yeshua
Messianic Congregation, 661 Long Shoals Road,
Arden. Weekly Messianic Jewish worship, teach-
ing, fellowship with Oneg (potluck) following.

Asheville Symphony Chorus & Asheville
Choral Society present Music of Light & Life:
7:30 p.m., Arden Presbyterian Church, 2215
Hendersonville Road, Arden. $25, $15 students.
Get tickets at www.AshevilleSymphonyCho-
rus.com or at the door. Featuring major works of
two contemporary American composers who are
favorites of choral singers.

April 30
Jealousy, Competitiveness, and Pride: A

Buddhist Psychological Perspective: Drop in
series: 7-8:30 p.m. Sundays to June 4, Meditation In
Asheville, 1070 Tunnel Road, Asheville. $10, $5
students/seniors. With Buddhist teacher Sharon
Lovich. www.MeditationInAsheville.org.

May 2
Introduction to Buddhism: Drop-in med-

itation series 7-8:30 p.m. May 2-June 6, Med-
itation In Asheville, 1070 Tunnel Road, Asheville.
$10, $5 students/seniors. With Buddhist teacher
Sharon Lovich. 828-668-2241 or
www.MeditationInAsheville.org. Buddhism teach-
es us to take responsibility for ourselves, our
actions, and the consequences of our actions. 

May 3
Kids For Christ after school program: 2:30-

7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during school year at First
Baptist Church, 63 N. Main St., Weaverville. For
grades 1-6. Buses run from Weaverville Primary
School, Weaverville Elementary and North Windy
Ridge. Snack, recreation, Bible study, choir, hand
bells, help with homework. Then supper followed
by mission groups. 828-645-6720.

May 6
Annual plant and craft sale: 9 a.m.-noon,

Calvary Episcopal Church, 2840 Hendersonville
Road, Fletcher. Benefiting Calvary Episcopal Church
food pantry. 

Learn to Meditate: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Med-
itation In Asheville, 1070 Tunnel Road, Unit 20
(behind Pomodoro’s), Asheville. $20, $15 students
and seniors. With Buddhist teacher Sharon Lovich.
The purpose is to make our mind calm and peace-
ful. www.MeditationInAsheville.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR Find the full religion calendar online at CITI-
ZEN-TIMES.com.

I n the brief series on “bridges,”
we’ve heard from a handful of cler-
gy responding to questions relating

to their thoughts on secular people
(agnostics, atheists, freethinkers). I’m
grateful that we have heard from Mus-
lim, Jewish and Baptist leaders. This
week, Rev. Jerry Prickett of St. Mat-
thias Episcopal Church in Asheville
offers his thoughts. (The church has an
interesting history as “the first Afri-
can-American congregation in Ashe-
ville.”)

I asked him how his faith tradition
views nonbelievers. He responded:

“The baptismal covenant of the Epis-
copal Church ends with two questions
that speak to this: ‘Will you seek and
serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?’ ‘Will you strive
for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human
being?’ 

“Jesus, in his parable of the Good
Samaritan, identifies everybody as our
neighbor. The Episcopal Church was
among the early groups seeking justice
and peace and dignity of all. Scripture,
reason and tradition are the guiding
elements for the church. All three have
influenced the approach that Episcopa-

lians have taken toward justice and
peace initiatives taken since the late
1700s.”

I’m struck by how Prickett places
the approach to nonbelievers in a wide
historical context from the time of
Jesus through the traditions and cove-
nants of the church. The emphasis on
peace, justice and dignity has certainly
been a central concern for the secular
community historically as well.

When I asked him how important it
is to change the minds of nonbelievers,
to persuade people toward his faith, he
replied, “We are not inclined to prose-
lytize on street corners or in conversa-
tions with those who express a lack of
faith. Though we may not initiate the
conversation about faith, we talk about
it in positive terms that, we hope, fos-
ters contemplation.”

This has been my delightful experi-
ence over the years working with Epis-
copalians. There has been a strong
sense of grounding in their churches
while bringing an openness to learn and
engage in dialogue as they are active in
the greater community. Over my years
as a chaplain, I served alongside dea-
cons, priests and laypeople from Epis-
copal churches, as well as seminarians
and interns.

That kind of cooperative effort and
presence tends to “foster contempla-
tion” as he says. I assume Prickett
would agree that contemplating life and
beliefs is always best as a two-way

street. In other words, a person of faith
might be challenged to reflect on the
questions raised by a person who does
not share their faith. This can save us
from talking to ourselves.

I asked him if he views the secular
worldview as a threat, a challenge or
invitation to learn.

“Secular worldviews that promote
one race — or one anything that inhibits
treating our neighbors as ourselves —
are a threat and a challenge because
they do not present an invitation to
learn. It must be noted that there are
many religious views that are equally
inhibiting.”

A fascinating invitation to ask more
questions — and build more bridges.
Treating our neighbors as ourselves is a
great step toward common ground. Of
course, this teaching is not exclusively
Christian. Yet whatever the origin,
perhaps this is simply a quality of liv-
ing a good human life, faith or no faith. 

I appreciate that he recognizes reli-
gious views can also inhibit our ethical
ideals.

As a lover of nature, I enjoy asking
religious believers what they think of
the natural world and naturalistic
views that do not accept supernatural
beliefs. Prickett responded with classic
Christian theology and a nice twist:

“The world and all that are part of it
are a creation of God. I love James
Weldon Johnson’s view: ‘And God
stepped out on space and said “I’m

lonely, I’ll make me a world.”’” Prickett
says you don’t have to be a six-day cre-
ationist to feel “we are all responsible
for maintaining [the earth] in perpetu-
ity because God created it.”

This can be taken as another in-
vitation to work together for our com-
mon home, whether or not we believe it
came from a deity or a natural process.

Finally, I asked if he feels there is
value in honest dialogue and coopera-
tive action between people of faith and
those without faith and if this happens
in his church.

“Without a doubt, conversations
between all people are imperative if
there is to be resolution of issues af-
fecting everyone, and it does happen in
our community.”

Pastor Prickett sent me a short piece
on atheism written by Christian writer
Frederick Buechner, asserting that
nonbelievers have no standards for
ethics because “With no God to point
the way, humans must find their own
way.” 

For me, this opens the door wide for
much more dialogue and contempla-
tion.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for near-
ly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer, free-
thinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minis-
ter, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com

Listening to all views is good for fostering contemplation
CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS
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