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W hat does it mean to you to be
chosen? Do you remember
being chosen to be in the class

play, or to bat first on the softball team?
Maybe your class project won a prize.
It could be that your abilities and desire
to serve caused you to be chosen to
head up a committee, or lead a ministry
in the church.

It feels good to be chosen to be a
friend, or what about the time you were
chosen by your future spouse? There is
something about that word “chosen”
that causes us to think about being
valuable and needed and having a qual-
ity that is special to another person. It
singles us out and gives us a chance to
feel good about ourselves and what we
have to offer to God and to others.

In 1 Peter 2:1-10, we find some in-
teresting metaphors to describe Chris-
tians and their relationship with God.

The Apostle Peter is writing to the
churches in five Roman provinces in
what is now the modern country of
Turkey. In his letter to them, he ex-
pands on this notion of being chosen.

Peter uses words like “chosen race,”
“holy and royal priesthood,” “living
stones” and “God’s possessions” to
describe the members of the early
church family. Peter is trying to tell
those folks how valuable they are in
God’s eyes. How once they were “no-
body” but now they are “somebody,”
not by anything they had done, but
because of the mercy of God through
the saving action of Jesus Christ.

Because of what Jesus can do in my
life and yours, we can go from being a
“nobody” to a “somebody.” Not in a
prideful, better-than-anyone-else atti-
tude, but in a life-changing way that
makes us different.

Once a person has allowed Jesus to
be Lord of his/her life, there is a pro-
nounced difference in the way that
person looks, thinks and acts. There is
an outward change in attitude and spir-
it — a change that reflects a deeper

heart change. Knowing that we have
been chosen, knowing that we have
accepted our “chosen-ness,” gives us
confidence and assurance that we did
not have before. 

It is interesting that Peter talks
about Christians being “living stones.”
God calls each of us for a particular
ministry and chooses carefully each
“stone” he uses to build his kingdom.

I have watched stonemasons as they
pick up each stone, turn it over and
over in their hands, hold it up to the
wall, beat on it with a hammer, and
shape it for its chosen place. Some-
times after working with a stone for a
while, they will toss it aside, only to
pick it up later to be used in a different
place on the wall. Peter says, “You are
being built like living stones into a spir-
itual temple.”

We are not building the structure,
this kingdom, God’s church, as much as
we would like to think that we are. This
is critical to understand. We are not the
builder; we are being built into it. The
builder is the Spirit of God who is at
work always and everywhere. The

mission and work is God’s. We join in;
we participate in it; we are swept along
and enlivened in and through it, but we
do not make it. God does.

Jesus said, “I have chosen you even
before you were born, when you were
in sin, when you were struggling
against me, I chose you. I chose you to
make a decision to serve me, love me,
and to give yourself completely to me. I
have forgiven you and have a place for
you in my kingdom as a ‘living stone,’
and I am waiting for you to choose me.
I need you to be a holy priest, to stand
as my witness to those who have not
chosen me. I can give you the assur-
ance and the confidence that you are
my people — my chosen people, if you
are willing.”

Do you have that assurance that you
are a chosen person? Do you have the
confidence that you have chosen Jesus?

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long’s Chapel
United Methodist Church in Lake Juna-
luska. Contact him at 828-456-3993 or
pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Christ chose you; do you choose Him?
TIM McCONNELL
DEVOTIONAL

H ow many of us enjoyed church
youth groups when we were
growing up? If you’re like me,

you spent many hours with other youth
in Sunday classes, chapels, camps,
concerts and conferences. A very for-
mative time. 

We did a lot of singing. Apart from
rejoicing in the fellowship of friends
and apart from praying and reading the
Bible together, singing was the high-
light of our gatherings. I learned to
strum the guitar in our Presbyterian
group, then went on to sing in the
church choir and a youth chorus per-
forming in services around town. In
college, I sang in our chapel choir.
Don’t tell anyone, but I even sang at a
Billy Graham crusade in a Seattle stadi-
um. I don’t think anyone noticed me
though. There were 8,000 voices! 

At that young age, my brain was
saturated with many of those songs. As
a result, I still remember a whole lot of
the words and even some of the feel-
ings I had while singing them with my
friends. We sang,

“I’ve got a home in gloryland that
outshines the sun.”

“Mama taught me how to pray be-
fore I reached the age of seven / And
when I'm down on my knees that's
when I'm close to heaven.”

“When the shadows appear; and the
night draws near; and the day is past
and gone; / At the river I stand, guide
my feet, hold my hand; take my hand
precious Lord lead me home.”

“I can’t wait to see heaven, and to
walk on the streets of pure gold; / I
can’t wait to check into my mansion,
and get my sleeping bag unrolled.”

“Heaven is a wonderful place, filled
with glory and grace; / I wanna see my
Savior’s face, heaven is a wonderful
place.”

From ninth grade to college, we sang
these songs. Hundreds of youthful
voices singing praises and prayers,
joyful and tearful, full of emotion.

Then the countless hymns, gospel
songs and folk ballads that stir a higher
vision, like “Be Thou My Vision”:

“High King of Heaven, my victory
won / May I reach Heaven’s joys, O
bright Heaven’s Sun! / Heart of my own
heart, whatever befall / Still be my
Vision, O Ruler of all.”

Notice any pattern here? Any com-
mon thread? We were only teens, but
we didn’t feel at home; we were ready
to go, ready to be taken away, up there,
up to heaven. We would have done any-
thing to get there. If our young lives
were over, fantastic! — Someone who

loved us was calling us Home. 
This was the 1970s and “Late, Great

Planet Earth” was a bestseller. We
were ecstatic to be among the “Jesus
People” and our favorite films were
“Godspell” and “Jesus Christ Super-
star.” We fully expected to witness the
Second Coming of Christ and be
“caught up in glory with Jesus” when
he returned — very soon! — to “take
us home.”

Now, looking back, I can feel the
love we felt for each other, for God,
and the deep longing to go home to be
with God. Very strong; very compel-
ling. And now sad and a little bit
frightening. 

In the 1800s the great naturalist
John Muir ventured into the “cathe-
drals” and “temples” of the high Sier-
ra mountains and walked straight into
paradise. Muir was raised in a strict
religious family but found a new, natu-
ral religion in the wilderness. He
wrote:

“Some of the days I have spent
alone in the depths of the wilderness
have shown me that immortal life
beyond the grave is not essential to
perfect happiness.” (Journals)

“The forests ... seem kindly famil-
iar, and the lakes and meadows and
glad singing streams. I should like to
dwell with them forever. ... A new
heaven and a new earth every day.”
(My First Summer in the Sierras)

Describing his mountain temple,
Muir listens to the birds and breezes:
“the sweetest church music I ever
enjoyed.” (My First Summer)

That’s the heaven I look for now.
Why didn’t I hear about John Muir

when I young? I loved nature, but
there were so many voices insisting
that I “look higher” than this “fallen
world.” Why were so many preachers
and evangelists pointing me to “heav-
en’s shores” and “my home up yon-
der”? How could adults — who should
have known better — encourage my
friends and me to spend our precious
adolescence singing praises to a God
who was always “calling us home”?
It’s a wonder we didn’t all drink Kool-
Aid or jump off a cliff. 

There were some spiritual songs
that kept our feet on the earth: “Peace
Like a River,” “Make Me an Instru-
ment,” “Stand By Me” and others.

I wonder, if more people of faith
joined in song with secular voices,
maybe the world would hear some-
thing quite heavenly.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for
nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer,
free-thinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

The heaven I look for now
is different from my youth

CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS
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A cardinal among the spring leaves. 

Email information about faith-
based events at least two weeks in
advance to Bruce Steele at
bsteele@citizen-times.com and Carole
Terrell at cterrell@ citizen-times.com.

Immigrants, ‘Bridges not Walls’ at
FCUCC exhibit in Hendersonville

HENDERSONVILLE - Here’s some
of what’s going on at First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W. To learn more, visit
fcchendersonville.org or call 828-692-
8630:

» ‘Bridges not Walls’ art show,
opening reception 10 a.m.-4 p.m. May
20, in the Felix Building. This 10-day,
multimedia exhibit features works by
local artists illustrating their visions
of compassionate collaboration be-
tween peoples. 

The reception will feature music
and poetry readings with light re-
freshments. 

The free show may also be viewed
through May 28 during the church’s
open hours, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday and 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sundays. 

St. Eugene’s seeks to separate
immigration facts from fears

ASHEVILLE - St. Eugene Catholic
Parish, 72 Culvern St., will host an
Immigration 101 session titled “Teach-
ing Tolerance” from 1-2:30 p.m. May
13.

Jennifer Riddle of the Catholic
Legal Immigration Network will lead
the session, which will cover current
statistics, policies, immigration proc-
esses and conditions in the U.S. to
separate facts from fear.

To learn more, call Connie Mitchell
at 828-254-2209.

St. Thomas hosts three-day 
Celtic Festival Weekend

BURNSVILLE - Musician and re-
treat leader Stefan Andre “Macushla”
Waligur will be the featured presenter
at Celtic Festival Weekend, May 19-21,
the inaugural event for The Abbey of
St. Thomas, envisioned as an outreach
center of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, at 372 Reservoir Road.

Events will include a concert by
Macushla at 7 p.m. May 19 ($10); a
Celtic Spirituality Retreat titled “The
Path of Peace in Troubled Times” 10
a.m.-3 p.m. May 20 ($25), facilitated
by Macushla; and Celtic worship at
10:30 a.m. May 21.

For more about Macushla, visit
songsofpeace.net. For more about the

retreat or to register, call or text Patti
Smith at 828-284-9073 or email pattis-
mith52@gmail.com. 

Connecting to Creativity for Peace
workshop at Trinity Episcopal

ASHEVILLE - “Religion on the
World Stage, Part III: Connecting to
Creativity for Peace – Diplomacy and
Christianity,” led by Dr. Liz Colton, will
be May 14 and 21 at Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St. 

Colton — who grew up in Asheville,
lived all around the world and returned
to live in Asheville — will focus on the
role of creativity in seeking diplomatic
solutions to global problems and crises
in the search for peace. 

To learn more, call 828-253-9361.

Quilt time at Grace Lutheran
HENDERSONVILLE - Here’s some

of what’s going on at Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W. To learn
more about these events, call the
church at 828-693-4890 or visit
GraceHendersonville.com:

» High school grads receive quilts
at the 11:15 a.m. service May 14. Gradu-
ates to be recognized are from Hen-
dersonville and West Henderson high
schools and NC School of Math and
Science. Each handmade quilt is cus-
tomized to represent faith or school
activities in which the student has been
involved.

» Grace Lutheran Preschool regis-
tration is open for 2017-18, including
winter-spring. The Christian-based
preschool offers a half-day educational
program for walkers through pre-K.
Summer camp is available for regis-
tered children. To learn more, contact
Beth Ann Lehr at 828-693-4972 or ba-
lehr@gracehendersonville.com or visit
the Facebook page.

» A walking class meets at 9 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday in Stull Hall.
After a devotion, a walking DVD gives
participants the option to walk 1-4
miles. Free. Drop-ins welcomed.

Learn to enhance prayer on
Benedictine Day 

FLETCHER - Benedictine Day will
be celebrated May 20 at Calvary Epis-
copal Church, 2840 Hendersonville
Road. 

The event will be facilitated by Rev.
Dr. Elizabeth Canham. Registration is
$15 and coffee begins at 10:30 a.m.

The focus for this Benedictine Day
will be “Praying with our Bodies,”
which will include walking prayer us-
ing the labyrinth and other models.
Bring lunch. 

Dessert and coffee provided. To sign
up or learn more, call 828-684-6266.
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