of game recently caught my attention.
This new ad was for Spore which, “lets
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So, if we go back to the video game
ad analogy, we can make changes in our
world and in our personal life. We can
create new situations and opportuni-

Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-3993
or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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‘Blessed are the poor?’ That can’t be right
CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS

P

atty had Down syndrome and she
was often in the “community living skills” class I taught at a residential school for people with mental
and physical disabilities. She liked to
giggle and tease. She also had a temper
and could stomp her feet and yell. Even
though we couldn’t always understand
what she was saying, her feelings were
loud and clear.
Patty liked to wear lots of costume
jewelry and she always carried a small
purse with just about everything she
valued tucked inside. No one, including
the teacher, was ever allowed to touch
that bright-colored purse. Patty, like
most of the rest of my students, had
very little to call her own. But she was
content with what she had, even if she
loved to shop and find other small
things to stuff in her bag.
“Blessed are the poor.”
John dropped his heavy rucksack on
the floor and sat down with a heavy
sigh. His camp was washed out again
and everything he valued was stuffed
into that small pack. I poured him a hot
cup of coffee and gave him a fresh
blanket and a new sleeping bag just
donated by the synagogue. John’s gratefulness needed no words, but he
thanked me anyway. He smiled when I
brushed it off. “I’m only giving what
has been given to give,” I said, or something like that.
A few months later, after John was
found dead in a bathroom at the mall,
our chaplaincy team drew together a
small circle in the park to remember

RELIGION CALENDAR
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him. Knowing that John was Scottish,
we read from the poet Robert Burns
and a passage from John’s Bible I retrieved from the shambles of his tent
on the hillside.
The Scots poet wrote:
“So in lone Poverty’s dominion drear,
sits meek Content with light, unanxious
heart;
Welcomes the rapid moments, bids
them part; Nor asks if they bring [anything] to hope or fear.”
John was very anxious sometimes.
Where would he safely sleep tonight?
Where could he hide today from the
fearful, judging eyes and the prowling
police? Yet, there was a certain content
in his eyes, a sparkle of hope, and he
impressed us with his gentleness.
“Blessed are the poor.”
Some tell us “blessed” means being
happy, as if people who have little
should be happy with what they have,
not ask us for handouts and stay in
their place — even if that’s hell. Others
tell us Luke had it wrong (6:20) and
Matthew got it right (5:3): “Blessed are
the poor In Spirit.” You see, it has to
mean this is a spiritual thing, right?
We hear more and more about the
“prosperity gospel” and those “blessed”
by God with success. They fervently
pray to have a large home full of “God’s
abundance.” For some, that proves the
Lord is watching over them, pleased to
surround them with “divine gifts.” That
makes them happy and makes God
happy, too. But, are we ever satisfied?
Do we ever have “enough”?
We’ve turned it around and upside
down. The new “improved” gospel proclaims: “Blessed are those with much,
for God has blessed them.”
I sometimes think back to those long
ago days when our circle of youthful
believers yearned for the end, the Sec-

ond Coming, the “rapture” up into heaven. We were only young people with the
promise of life ahead of us, but we
watched the skies for any sign of “His
return.” We were His children and He
was coming back for us — to take us
Home to be with Him forever. We knew
without a doubt, it would all happen
very soon.
Well, it didn’t. We didn’t have time to
be disappointed because, it might be
today!
“Blessed are the poor … for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.”
It never occurred to our youthful
minds and none of our revered Bible
teachers ever suggested that this verse
might be about someone else. As I like
to say, what if people really took the
“Word at its word” and believed it?
What if Jesus was literally saying the
kingdom belongs to poor folks — poverty is the key to open heaven’s door?
Voices rise in protest: “Heavens! He
surely didn’t mean to say poor people
would be taken to heaven first — before any of the “true believers”! What
good is faith, if we aren’t the first to
enter the heavenly gates! Obviously He
means to bless poor ‘Christians.’ Besides, people are poor for many reasons
(usually their fault) and they may not
even believe in God. How can we make
sense of this”?
Patty, John and countless others are
ready to teach — maybe “bless” us — if
we have the ears to hear and eyes to
see.
Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during school year at First
Baptist Church, 63 N. Main St., Weaverville. For
grades 1-6. Buses run from Weaverville Primary
School, Weaverville Elementary and North Windy
Ridge. Snack, recreation, Bible study, choir, hand
bells, help with homework. Then supper followed
by mission groups. 828-645-6720.

Step with the Spirit” seminar: Oct. 25-27, The
Billy Graham Training Center, 1 Porters Cove Road,
Asheville. Dig into Scripture and welcome the
dynamic work of God in your daily life. 1-800-9502092 or www.thecove.org.
“The Love of Christ and The Hate of the
KKK” talk: 6 p.m., Mount Zion Church, 47 Eagle
St., Asheville. Rev. David E. Kennedy, pastor of New
Beginning Baptist Church of Laurens, South Carolina, shares his story of a KKK member who intended to harm him but ended up joining Kennedy’s church. 828-279-2341.

Oct. 21

Christmas craft fair: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Mary’s
Church, 337 Charlotte St., Asheville. Local craft and
food vendors, tailgate market, fish truck, baked
goods, refreshments. 828-254-5836 or mail@stmarysasheille.org.
Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Groce United
Methodist,
954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. 10 a.m.-7
© Asheville Citizen-Times
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p.m.
Monday-Saturday
and 12:30-7

Mountain Classic Car Show: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Veterans Restoration Quarters, 1329 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. $25 per vehicle. Free for spectators.
Music, food, cars. www.abccm.org/vets-place.html.
Baha’i Bicentennial Commemoration: 10
a.m.-noon, Jubilee! Community Church, 46 Wall
St., Asheville. Preceded by a free and inclusive
brunch, includes music, storytelling and short plays
about the lives of the Bab and Baha’u’llah. Email
twinholydays@gmail.com or visit http://wncbahai.org/twin-birthdays-bahaullah-bab/ to RSVP.

Oct. 15

Oct. 22

Oct. 14

Oct. 26
Mindfulness meditation, Dharma reading &
discussion: 7-8:30 p.m., Asheville Shambhala
Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave., Suite
#113 in Reynolds Village. Sitting and walking
mindfulness meditation followed by tea, Dharma
Powered by TECNAVIA
reading and conversation. Donations
appreciated.
Traditional Biblical services: 7-8 p.m. Thursdays, Nazarene Campground, 33 Nazarene Drive
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