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Minister Eddie Tolbert at 3 p.m. Oct.
29 at WNC Baptist Fellowship Church,
240 Haywood St.

Tolbert is a charter member of the
church and a graduate of the Carolina
College of Biblical Studies. Rev. Dr.
L.C. Ray will preach. To learn more,
call 828-776-1721.

CROP Hunger Walk is Oct. 29
ASHEVILLE - The annual CROP

Hunger Walk will be 2 p.m. Oct. 29 at
First Baptist Church, 5 Oak St.

Walk to raise money for hunger
locally, nationally and globally. Regis-
ter at crophungerwalk.org/ ashevillenc
or at 1 p.m. on walk day.

Giesemann at Unity
of the Blue Ridge

MILLS RIVER - Here’s some of
what’s going on at Unity of the Blue
Ridge, 2041 Old Fanning Bridge Road. 

Email information about faith-
based events at least two weeks in
advance to Bruce Steele at
bsteele@citizen-times.com and Carole
Terrell at cterrell@citizen-times.com.

Bullying forum at St. James
ASHEVILLE - St. James AME

Church is hosting “Stop Bullying:
Stand Up, Speak Out,” a community
forum, from noon-3 p.m. Oct. 28 at the
church, 44 Hildebrand St.

The forum is sponsored by the East
End Valley St. Neighborhood Associa-
tion and the Rosa Walker Advance-
ment Initiative of St. James. The event
is free and open to all, but middle and
high school students and their parents
are especially encouraged to attend.

The keynote presenter will be Rev.
Stephanie M. Atkins of Baltimore. To
learn more, call 828-253-5191.

Is Christianity facing its death?
ASHEVILLE - “Is Christianity Fac-

ing Its Death?” is the topic of a series
of meetings at Erwin Hills Seventh-
day Adventist Church at 50 Mount
Carmel Road. The meetings, at 7 each
evening Oct. 26-28, look at events at
the dawn of Christianity.

The final topic is “An Underground
Movement” at 7 p.m. Oct. 28, which
will examine the Apostle Paul’s con-
tact with people in Rome before his
execution who may have led an un-
derground movement.

Watch a video trailer for the series
at PaleHorseRides.com. To learn
more, call the church at 828-606-6834.

Tolbert ordination is Sunday
ASHEVILLE - The community is

invited to the ordination service of
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because we tend to be very possessive
with our hard-earned money.

James Harnish (author of “A Dis-
ciple’s Path: Deepening Your Relation-
ship with Christ and the Church”), in
his discussion about financial gener-
osity, insists that the starting point in
a disciple’s understanding of giving is
the recognition that everything that
we have comes from God.

David writes in Psalm 24:1 (CEB),
“The earth is the Lord’s and every-
thing in it, the world and its inhabit-
ants too.” It all belongs to God. James
1:17 (CEB) echoes this truth: “Every
good gift, every perfect gift, comes
from above. These gifts come down
from the Father.”

So once we really believe that all
the things we have ultimately belong
to God, we can go forward into the
practice of giving back to God.

The following story illustrates the
concept of tithing, the practice of
giving back to God what really be-
longs to him anyway.

Once upon a time there was a man
who had nothing, so God gave him 10
apples. The first three apples were for
the man to eat, the second three were
to trade for shelter, and the last three
were to trade for clothing. God gave

the man the 10th apple so he might
have something to give back to God in
gratitude for the other nine.

So the man did just that, he ate the
first three and traded the others for
shelter and clothes. Then he looked
really hard at the 10th apple, knowing
that God wanted him to give it back
with a grateful heart.

But this last apple seemed so much
bigger and juicer than the others, and
the man reasoned that God already
had all the apples in the world anyway.
Why would God need his apple? So,
the man ate the 10th apple and gave
the core to God.

We should not give because we
think God needs our gifts in order to
be God, or that the church needs our
money to be the church.

Harnish writes, “The people of God
— you and me — give to the church
and to God because of our gratitude to
him. We give back to God what is
God’s so that through our gifts the
love of God can become a tangible
reality in our world. Our giving is a
reminder of the blessings God gives
us and gave to us through Jesus
Christ.”

We find in John 3:16 three thoughts
that should be the foundation of all our

giving. God’s motivation for giving
was love; he gave himself in the per-
son of Jesus; and God gave in re-
sponse to our need. As we use this
example for the basis of our giving,
we realize that the only giving God
recognizes is giving wrapped in love.
In 1 Corinthians 13:3, Paul writes, “If I
give all I possess to the poor and sur-
render my body to the flames, but
have not love, I gain nothing” (NIV).

The story that Luke tells us in
Chapter 21 reflects Jesus’ teachings
about our giving as his disciples. The
widow gave two coins worth a penny,
but her gift came from her heart.
Jesus saw the rich people throwing
their pocket change into the offering
plate. Jesus commented that the poor
widow had outgiven them all.

Jesus defines giving not by the size
of our gifts, but by the condition of the
heart from which it is given. For Jesus
and for us, motivation is everything. A
disciple of Jesus will give because of
his/her gratitude for God’s gifts so
freely given.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

TIM McCONNELL
DEVOTIONAL

I tend to believe that giving is one of
the most important spiritual prac-
tices a disciple of Jesus can claim. I

also believe that the attitude we have
toward our money and finances di-
rectly influences the condition of our
relationship with Jesus. How we feel
about tithing and sharing our finances
can also reflect the level of giving in
other areas of our lives.

Generosity is contagious, as it
spreads from our money to our time,
our talents, our abilities and our pres-
ence. Our lack of generosity and the
willingness to share is also contagious.

We know as Christians we are
taught to share what has been given to
us with those who have less. We share
our gifts, talents, time, ourselves and,
yes, even our financial resources.

So we begin the discussion of giv-
ing back to God from our paychecks
and the money that finds its way into
our pockets and bank accounts. Talk-
ing and preaching about this subject
can make most of us uncomfortable,

Why do we give God what’s already His?

language or other useful things. They
may even use famous personalities or
entertainment to attract people who
need practical assistance. 

It might not be obvious to observers
or get reported, but a little research
may uncover the real motive behind
the work: leading people to a sectarian
viewpoint.

One aid organization’s website
states: “We believe in God’s calling to
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ
among all people. In all that we do, we
strive to build trust and relationships
with the people while honoring the
name of Jesus Christ.”

These folks are perfectly free to do
that of course. No one — in this coun-
try, at least — says they can’t spread
their faith. Yet I always wonder about
the “poor souls” who are receiving aid
and assistance. Are they aware that
those who seek to “build their trust”
have a specific goal in mind? 

I remember the wary looks I would
get from jail inmates or homeless folks
on the street when I first introduced
myself as a chaplain. “Here to save our
souls, I bet,” one would say. “I’m not
going to your church,” another would
emphasize. 

Over time we did build trust and
relationships, helping when and where
we were needed. Because our team
was interfaith and our “mission” was
compassionate presence, most often
we were the ones receiving assistance
— through direct education.

Many see themselves as “fishers of
men.” There are a lot of fish in the sea
who need to be caught and released as
believers, carrying forward the “great
commission” to fill the kingdom. “Go
ye into all the world,” says Matthew,
“make disciples of all nations.” This is
the basis for the old mission model that
forgets to listen and learn before “res-
cuing in order to regenerate.”

Not every mission has an ulterior
motive. Some may not intend to “make
them like us” but don’t realize they
may be hurting more than helping.
Thankfully, other organizations are
committed to bringing practical assis-
tance where truly needed, with respect
and sensitivity to culture. They’ve
learned from the disastrous missions
of the past, especially among Africans
and Native Americans.

One mission group, responding to
the hurricanes in the Caribbean, pro-
claimed in capital letters on their web-
site: “[We] trained local churches to
distribute relief supplies and proclaim
the good news of Jesus Christ.”

We’re all free to support any mis-
sion we choose. It may be good to in-
vestigate first. The “true mission” may
not always be evident.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for near-
ly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer, free-
thinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minis-
ter, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

Aid mission with ulterior motives
CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS

Chris Highland titled this photo, "It's good to know what's in the basket." COURTESY OF CHRIS

HIGHLAND

S everal years ago I read that a
local charity was collecting back-
packs for public school children.

They were seeking donations to fill the
packs with school supplies. It sounded
like a worthy cause. 

Having an inquisitive mind, I
clicked over to the website for this
charity and found they were inviting
children to attend a summer camp
where they would each receive a free
backpack. Great. Except — the stated
purpose of the whole enterprise was
clear as a mountain stream: leading
kids to Christ. There were “testimo-
nies” from children, how they “found
Christ” at camp. The article in the local
paper never mentioned that. I won-
dered why.

When I was a “missionary” for the
gospel, seeking to spread the good
news of salvation to anyone anywhere,
the most important thing was to get
people to listen. Some of our youth
gatherings were advertised at schools
and malls as cool music concerts or
exciting events with speakers who
were famous athletes or television
stars.

We loved to entertain in order to
preach. Whatever it took to bring in
“lost souls” in order to “witness” to our
faith, we would do it.

I’ve known many missionaries over
the years. In seminary classes I knew a
number of PKs and MKs (preachers’
kids and missionaries’ kids). One, who
grew up in Japan, became a good
friend. 

I once gave a sermon in a local
church and afterward, Ben Weir, a
former hostage in Iran, came up to
thank me for reading from both the
Bible and the Qur’an. As a missionary
in the Middle East he had never seen
that done.

I have always found it enlightening
to ask what motivates people to act, to
help. It’s not about being cynical and
suspicious. Any honest person will
admit they do good works partly for
themselves, to make themselves feel
better. 

Nothing wrong with that — when we
admit it. There are certainly “self-less”
people who seem to do small or even
great works without concern for their
own comfort or agenda. I have respect
and admiration for them. 

What I find most troubling is the
“hidden agenda” guiding some char-
ities. Using the kind of marketing ap-
proach I remember from my mission-
ary days, they may bring food or med-
ical care, build houses or wells, teach

Submit your event at least two weeks in ad-
vance online at events.citizen-times.com. Click on
“Add your event” to submit details.

Oct. 28
Fall Festival: 5-7 p.m., East Asheville United

Methodist Church, 448 Browndale Road, across
road from VA Hospital. Poor man’s dinner, large
items such as furniture for sale, bake sale, Christ-
mas items for sale. 828-298-3057.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Groce
United Methodist, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. 10
a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 12:30-7 p.m.
Sunday.

500 Year Reformation Festival: 11 a.m.-3
p.m., Our Savior Lutheran Church, 785 Paragon
Parkway, Clyde. Food, music, crafts, games. Pro-
ceeds help a critically ill child. 828-456-6493.

“A Pale Horse Rides” live Bible seminar: 7
p.m., Erwin Hills Seventh-day Adventist Church, 50
Mount Carmel Road, Asheville. 828-606-6834 or
www.PaleHorseRides.com.

Oct. 29
One Voice: Fifth Sunday singing at 6 p.m.,

Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.
Asheville. Ladies choir from Beverly Hills Baptist
Church.

Reformation cantata “Ein feste Burg ist
unser Gott” (A Mighty Fortress is Our God):
8:30 and 11 a.m., Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 51
Wilburn Place, Asheville. Celebration of 500th
anniversary of the Reformation. Cantata no. 80 by
J.S. Bach. 828-252-1795 or
www.emmanuellutheran.info.

CROP Hunger Walk: 2 p.m., First Baptist
Church, 5 Oak St., downtown. Walk to raise
money for hunger locally, nationally and globally.
25 percent goes to MANNA, ABCCM and Loving
Food Resources. Register at www.crop
hungerwalk.org/ashevillenc or at the church.

Fall Festival: 5-7:30 p.m., First Baptist Church
of Weaverville, 63 N. Main St. Free hot dog supper
followed by games for children and adults. 828-
645-6720.

Mindfulness meditation: 10 a.m.-noon
Sundays, Asheville Shambhala Meditation Center,
60 N. Merrimon Ave., Suite 113. Sitting and walk-
ing meditation. Arrive and leave at any time. Free
but donations appreciated.

Oct. 31
Trunk or Treat: 5-8 p.m., West Canton Baptist

Church, 75 Lowe St., Canton (off Old Clyde Road).
Trunk or Treat: 6-8 p.m., Avery’s Creek United

Methodist Church, corner of Brevard Road and
Glen Bridge Road S.E., Arden. Church members
dress in Halloween costumes and give out candy
from vehicles.

Nov. 1
Kids For Christ after school program:

2:30-7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during school year at
First Baptist Church, 63 N. Main St., Weaverville.
For grades 1-6. Buses run from Weaverville Pri-
mary School, Weaverville Elementary and North
Windy Ridge. Snack, recreation, Bible study, choir,
hand bells, help with homework. Then supper
followed by mission groups. 828-645-6720.

Nov. 2
Traditional Biblical services: 7-8 p.m. Thurs-

days, Nazarene Campground, 33 Nazarene Drive
and Upward Road, Flat Rock. Traditional hymns
and Biblical preaching. Call Pastor Harry Widener
at 828-749-3166 or email nuhart7965@gmail.com.

Nov. 4
Asheville Shambhala Meditation Center

open house: 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Asheville Shambhala
Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave. Suite 113.
First Saturday of the month. 828-200-5120 or
https://asheville.shambhala.org.

Annual rummage sale: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Grace
Episcopal Church, 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Apparel, kitchenware, china, collectibles, toys and
games, Christmas decorations, furniture, sporting
goods, office items, artwork, linens.

Nov. 5
Celtic Choral Eucharist for All Saints: 5:30-

6:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St.,
Asheville. Works by Michael Sitton, Charles Wood
and Margaret Rizza. Candlelight Eucharist service
is a weekly event and all are welcome.

Nov. 9
Seeds of Hope: A Chronic Condition Sup-

port Group: 1-3 p.m. every second Thursday at
Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W., Hen-
dersonville. To inform, share and encourage those
age 60+ who have a chronic condition or those
who care for someone. Free. Register at least one
week prior by calling 828-693-4890, ext. 304 or at
http://bit.ly/grace-seeds.
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