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An Evening with

Squire Parsons
Serving the Lord through Song

In Concert:
October 1, 2017 at 6:00p.m.

Oakley Baptist Church
70 Fairview Ave., Asheville NC 28803

828-274-3221

Please join us for a wonderful time of worship.
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was a Presbyterian church), we
decided she was the best candidate
and a great preacher, like James.

We find some voices are warm
and welcome; others are disturb-
ing and disruptive. Some make us
feel comfortable; others make us
squirm. Some tell us what we want
to hear; some tell us what we need
to hear. 

When we are listening to these
different voices it can sound like a
cool, calming stream, or a chilling
cascade. Maybe we need both.

Almost 200 years ago, a woman
appeared from Scotland with a
voice that was both inviting and
incisive. Her name was Frances
Wright (1795-1852), and she
brought a revitalizing message for
our young nation that inspired
many, while firing up fierce oppo-
sition. She conversed with Thomas
Jefferson and befriended Revolu-
tionary War hero, Gen. Lafayette.

One biographer tells us that
“Wright’s liberating influence had
affected many aspects of Amer-
ican society from its religious to
its educational institutions” (Susan
Adams, foreword to “Reason, Reli-
gion and Morals”). Her achieve-
ments included working to end
slavery, an experiment with in-
terracial community near Mem-
phis, advocacy of universal educa-
tion and equal rights for women,
supporting the rights of working
people and challenging capital
punishment.

A major theme for this fire-
brand reformer was a call for
citizens to return to the “shrine of
human liberty” — the Declaration
of Independence. What most ener-
gized Frances was that America
wasn’t living by its basic docu-
ment, its fundamental principles.
Denying rights to anyone because
of race, gender, religion, no reli-
gion, or for any reason, was unrea-
sonable and was denying the spirit
of the “shrine.”

Frances Wright had no toler-
ance for anything or anyone who
stood in the way of reform and

progress toward equality. In her
mind, religious superstition and
the power of religious authority
were huge obstacles damming the
stream of progress. She once said,
“the true Bible is the book of Na-
ture.” 

In her public speeches (some of
the first speeches in this country
by a woman before a male audi-
ence) she was scathing in her ex-
posure of religion’s affect on the
public mind:

» “Let superstition spread her
mists, and thick clouds of dark-
ness; they shall be dispersed by
the sun of knowledge.”

» “Orthodoxy owes all its
strength to the disunion of the
people [with its] silent and sectari-
an [congregating].” (Wright con-
verted an old church in New York
to a “Hall of Science” for popular
assembly).

During her eloquent speeches
in Philadelphia and New York she
unrolled a copy of the Declaration,
held it up and proclaimed,

» “Thus let us associate; not as
Jews, not as Christians, not as
Deists, not as believers, not as
skeptics, not as poor, not as rich,
not as artisans, not as merchants,
not as lawyers, but as human be-
ings, as fellow creatures, as Amer-
ican citizens, pledged to protect
each other’s rights — to advance
each other’s happiness” (“State of
the Public Mind,” 1829).

That’s a voice strong enough to
echo across two centuries. It’s a
voice and a “secular sermon” wor-
thy to be preached. It may inter-
rupt and disrupt, but doesn’t
Frances Wright’s freethinking
“gospel” have something to teach
us today? Isn’t it her time to speak
again?

Chris Highland served as a Prot-
estant minister and interfaith chap-
lain for nearly 30 years. He is a
teacher, writer, free-thinker and
humanist celebrant. Chris and his
wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister,
live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

The fiery, freethinking
gospel of Frances Wright

CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS

A number of years ago I was
attending a multiracial con-
gregation in the San Francis-

co Bay Area. Those folks stood
with me when I was ordained. Rev.
James Noel, the African-American
pastor, was a professor at my sem-
inary and gave stirring sermons.
Black or white, the congregation
frequently shouted an “Amen!”
when he spoke “The Word” with a
powerful emphasis on civil rights,
justice and compassion.

One Sunday, James (as most of
us called him) was working into
the crescendo of his homily when a
scruffy-looking white man with a
beard, sitting right in the middle of
the sanctuary, began to speak loud
and rough. The preacher paused
and continued. The voice inter-
rupted again.

Some in the congregation
turned to look, a little nervous at
what would come next. Others
sitting by the man, touched his
arm and calmly whispered to him.
Preacher James looked down from
the pulpit at the man and said in a
firm but gentle voice, “John, keep
quiet now, this is My Time to
speak.” 

John sat back and settled down,
squeezed between two elderly
black women.

At it turned out, the church
welcomed poor and homeless
folks. They all knew John; he was
an adopted member and they were
used to his outbursts. It was one of
the images, one of the stories, that
nudged me toward chaplaincy in
the jails and on the streets of that
community. 

When James received another
call, I worked with a committee
composed of black and white mem-
bers as they hired their first Afri-
can-American woman pastor. Even
with her Baptist background (this

not be the only time we find our-
selves worshiping.

Jesus’ life was not divided, as
we find in his words from John
8:29, “He who sent me is with me.
He does not leave me by myself,
because I always do what makes
him happy” (CEB). Jesus’ life re-
quired many of the same duties
and responsibilities as we face.

After all, we believe Jesus
worked as a carpenter, but all that
he did as daily work was included
in the category of “his Father’s
business.”

Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians
10:31 to “do everything to the glory
of God.” I take that to mean that
our daily tasks found in chores
around the house, workplace,
school, or around the church,
should all be performed as acts of
worship. Those responsibilities are
made sacred as we return them to
God as gifts, to the one who has
made it all possible.

Our workday can be sprinkled
throughout with thought-prayers
and silent moments of worship.

Our spiritual practices of pray-
er, scripture reading and study,
quiet times of meditation that are
so necessary for growth as a dis-
ciple are really forms of worship.
Practicing hospitality outside the
church in our schools, workplaces
and wherever we meet others can
also be thought of as a form of
worship.

These personal worship and
relational practices can be com-

bined with worship in the sanctu-
ary and small groups to foster an
undivided way of living our faith; a
blend of the “sacred and secular
spaces.”

Then the discussion in the Tozer
chapter brings us to the idea of
“sacred” places. There are phys-
ical locations where we seem to
find it easier to meet God’s spirit,
but we must reject the notion that
God is limited to certain “sacred”
places.

Jesus told the woman at the well
that the time is here when people
will not have special places to
worship God. In John 4 Jesus said,
“true worshippers will worship
God in spirit and in truth.”

We are able to worship God in
“sacred,” as well as “secular”
places. However, this should in no
way discourage the responsibility
of believers to come together in
corporate worship, communion,
and fellowship.

Tozer refers to honorable and
honest work when he writes, “It is
not what a person does that deter-
mines sacred or secular work, it is
why it is done. Motive is every-
thing. Let a person sanctify the
Lord God in his heart and…all he
does is good and acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.”

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at
828-456-3993 or pastortimmc.
blogspot.com.

Look for God’s work also in secular pursuits

TIM McCONNELL
DEVOTIONAL

H ow many of us have gone
through the day thinking, “If
I just didn’t have to spend so

much of my time working, or go-
ing to school, or taking care of all
these responsibilities, I could
spend more time with personal
devotion, serving others and hon-
oring God?”

There is a strong tendency to
make a sharp distinction between
what we do “out in the world” and
what we do “for and with God.”

I didn’t realize to what extent I
had divided the day between “sec-
ular” and “sacred” until recently
as I read a chapter from A.W. Toz-
er’s classic, “The Pursuit of God.”

The title of this particular chap-
ter is “The Sacrament of Living.”
The theme found throughout the
chapter is that every moment and
every act of every day should be a
“living sacrament” to the honor
and praise of God who has created
us to worship him in all that we do.

One of the biggest stumbling
blocks to the inner peace of a be-
liever is the division we create
between what we have decided is
“sacred” and what is “secular.”
Tozer insists that every act of our
lives can, and should be, lifted up
to God as sacred. Sunday morning
in the church of our choice should

Email information
about faith-based events
at least two weeks in
advance to Bruce Steele
at bsteele@citizen-
times.com and Carole
Terrell at cterrell@citi-
zen-times.com.

Fall study at Unity of
the Blue Ridge

MILLS RIVER -
Here’s some of what’s
going on at Unity of the
Blue Ridge, 2041 Old
Fanning Bridge Road. To
learn more about these
events or other Unity
programs, visit unit-
yblueridgenc.org or call
828-891-8700:

• One service only at
10:30 a.m. Oct. 1, followed
by food and music on the
grounds. The 9:45 and
11:30 a.m. services re-
sume Oct. 8

• Fall Study Series
begins Oct. 1, based on
the book “Braving the
Wilderness: The Quest
for True Belonging and
the Courage to Stand
Alone” by Brené Brown.

Church offers sound
healing service

FLETCHER - The Li’l
Church That Could, 139
Old Hendersonville
Road, will hold services
at 4 p.m. Oct. 1 under the
pavilion, led by Paul
Schiro, who will talk
about “Sound Healing.”

Bring a journal and
pen to record your expe-
riences during this heal-
ing experience.

Led by Pastor Alexan-
der Ravenel II, the Li’l
Church aims to restore
its historic building. To
learn more, volunteer or
donate, contact
TLCTC139@gmail.com. 

U2charist rocks
Kenilworth

ASHEVILLE - Join
Kenilworth Presbyterian
Church, 123 Kenilworth
Road, at 11 a.m. Oct. 1 for
World Communion Sun-
day. The service includes
a live band and the music
of U2.

In keeping with the
mission of one.org and its
support of the Millen-
nium Development
Goals, the offering will
be dedicated to Loving
Food Resources. To learn
more, visit kenilworth-
church.org.

Hominy Baptist hosts
Smith Werhan event

CANDLER - Hominy
Baptist Church, 135 Can-
dler School Road, will
host the 16th annual
Smith Werhan Distinc-
tively Baptist Preaching
Event Oct. 1. A 10 a.m.
session will be an in-
formal presentation and
Q&A, followed by wor-
ship at 10:45 a.m., featur-
ing guest preacher Rev.
Guy Sayles, religion and
philosophy faculty mem-
ber at Mars Hill Univer-
sity and interim pastor at
Calvary Baptist.

Sayles was one of the
key leaders in forming
the WNC Baptist Fellow-
ship. Follow his writing
at fromtheintersectio-
n.org. To learn more, call
828-667-4541 or visit
hominybaptist.com.

Join benefit for
hurricane victims

ASHEVILLE - The
Baptist Ministers Union
of Asheville & Surround-
ing Areas will sponsor a
fundraiser for hurricane
victims at 6 p.m. Oct. 1 at
WNC Baptist Fellowship
Church, 240 Haywood St.,
downtown.

The event includes
singing groups and

speakers. To learn more,
call 828-776-1721.

St. Eugene’s plans
Respecting Life
forums

ASHEVILLE - The
Peace and Justice Minis-
try and Respect Life
Ministries and the
Knights of Columbus of
the Parish of St. Eugene
are sponsoring Respect-
ing Life forums on four
Thursdays in October,
open to everyone, meet-
ing at St. Eugene Catholic
Church, 72 Culvern St.
Each evening begins with
a soup dinner at 6:15,
followed by the presenta-
tion from 7-8:30 p.m.

The topics are: “What
You Need to Know About
Human Trafficking”
(Oct. 5), “Aging Out of
Foster Care: Standing
with Our Young People”
(Oct. 12), “Supporting the
Last Christians in the
Holy Land” (Oct. 19) and
“A Christian Response to
Health Care Crisis: Right
or Privilege” (Oct. 26).

Fish fry includes
cannon firing

LAKE LURE - The
Mullen Bible Camp, 1900
Freemantown Road, will
celebrate its 111th anni-
versary with a fish fry
from 11 a.m. until sold out
Oct. 7.

Plates are $9 and will
include fish or two hot
dogs, potato salad, cole
slaw, baked beans, bread,
a dessert and drink. To-
go plates will be avail-
able. A Civil War cannon
replica will be fired ev-
ery half hour starting at
noon.

Adult forums at
FCUCC

HENDERSONVILLE
— Here’s some of what’s
going on at First Congre-
gational United Church
of Christ, 1735 Fifth Ave.
W. To learn more, visit
fcchendersonville.org or
call 828-692-8630:

» Adult Forums:
Meeting from 9-10:15 a.m.
Sundays in the Felix
Building. Upcoming
topics are: Writers’ fo-
rum (Oct. 8), register in
advance with Rand Bish-
op at 828-697-0090 or
randbish-
op33@gmail.com; Dis-
tinguished Lecture Se-
ries preview with Larry
Anderson (Oct. 15); Dis-
tinguished Lecturer Rev.
Matthew Wright leads
the group in the sanctu-
ary (Oct. 22); review and
discussion of Wright’s
message (Oct. 29). 

» Distinguished Lec-
turer Series: Rev. Mat-
thew Wright speaks on
“Reclaiming Wisdom:
How Christianity is
Evolving in the Third
Millennium” at the Oct.
22 service at 10:30 a.m.

» A NAMI Connec-
tion meeting is held
6:30-8 p.m. the second
Thursday of each month.
The next meeting is Oct.
12. This is a free support
group for adults living
with mental illness, led
by trained facilitators.

» Bible study meets
5-6:30 p.m. Wednesdays
in the parlor, studying
the New Testament and
led by Rev. Barbara M.
Rathbun. All are wel-
come. No registration
required.

Blessing of the
Animals at Calvary
Episcopal

FLETCHER - A Bless-
ing of the Animals will be
held at 4 p.m. Oct. 8 at
Calvary Episcopal
Church, 2840 Henderson-

RELIGION NOTES
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See NOTES, Page 3D

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events.citizen-times.com.
Click on “Add your event” to submit details.

Oct. 1
Land of the Sky Boys: 10:30 a.m. during

homecoming service at Edgewood Baptist
Church, 61 Moody Ave., Candler. 828-667-
8012.

World Communion U2charist: 11 a.m.-
noon, Kenilworth Presbyterian Church, 123
Kenilworth Road, Asheville. Celebrate the
Eucharist with a band and music of U2. Dig
into spiritual themes of U2. Offering dedicat-
ed to Loving Food Resources food pantry.

Pumpkin Patch: Open Oct. 1-31, Groce
United Methodist, 954 Tunnel Road, Ashe-
ville. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday and
12:30-7 p.m. Sunday.

Squire Parsons concert: 6 p.m., Oakley
Baptist Church, 70 Fairview Ave., Asheville.
828-274-3221.

Pianist Jan Mulder: Selections from his
latest album, “Love Divine 4,” at 8:30, 9:45

and 11 a.m. services, First Baptist Church in
Hendersonville. Jan performed with Hen-
dersonville Symphony in past years. 828-693-
3493.

Oct. 2
“Science, Creativity, and Compassion:

5 Solutions for Climate Change”: 5:30-7
p.m., Lenoir-Rhyne Graduate Studies on
third floor of Asheville Chamber of Com-
merce, 36 Montford Ave. The Creation Care
Alliance of WNC hosts author Katharine
Wilkinson. 

SeniorSalt Impact Hymn Sing: 10 a.m.-3
p.m., The Billy Graham Training Center, 1
Porters Cove Road, Asheville. Program
followed by buffet-style meal.
www.thecove.org.

Oct. 6
Yard sale: 8 a.m.-noon Oct. 6-7, Zion Hill

Baptist Church, 1008 Newfound Road, Leices-
ter. Many Christmas items. Benefits senior
adults ministry.

Oct. 7
Asheville Shambhala Meditation

Center open house: 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 60 N.
Merrimon Ave. Suite 113. Every first Sat-
urday. 828-200-5120 or https://ashe-

ville.shambhala.org/program-details/
?id=244521.

Four Buddha Qualities: Generosity: 10
a.m.noon and 2-4 p.m., Urban Dharma, 29
Page Ave., Asheville. Suggested donation:
$50 general, $40 members. A series of bless-
ings on the four Buddha qualities: compas-
sion, clarity, protection, and generosity.
Generosity is the gateway to satisfaction and
abundance. 

Oct. 8
Blessing of the Animals service: 3 p.m.,

Groce United Methodist, 954 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. Bring your pets, even large live-
stock. All animals must be accompanied by
their owners and have a restraining device.

Blessing of the Animals service: 4-5
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St.,
Asheville. To honor the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi. Held in Chapel Courtyard (Aston
Street side of church).

Freedom From Limitation: four week
drop-in meditation series: 7-8:30 p.m.
Sundays, Oct. 1-22, Meditation In Asheville,
1070 Tunnel Road, Building 2, Unit 20, Ashe-
ville. $10, $5 students and seniors, free for
monthly members. Led by Buddhist teacher
Sharon Lovich. www.MeditationInAsheville.
org.
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