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Continued from Page 2D

selves are no longer helpful or necessary? Could we get along without
speaking of the “spiritual,” the “divine”
or “God”?
Like “prayer” and “patriotism,” perhaps it would help to reconsider their
meanings. I suspect some would resist
that since we feel lost without special
words to cling to, attaching our identity
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fleas were something for which they
could be thankful.
Just like the pilgrims and Corrie, we
have big difficulties as well as little
“fleas” in our lives. We should be thankful for both. You see, the problems, the
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Asheville artist whose work Ellen first
saw in the Asheville Art Museum.

and hopes to them.
I think back to sharing those communal meals with the residents. At
times, difficult topics were discussed,
including religion and politics. Whether or not these conversations became
contentious depended on how aware a
person was that others may have
strong feelings or disagree. When people were conscious of the diversity of
opinions and respectful of other points
of view, there was often a happy outcome, even laughter. Dinners would
end with everyone working together to

clear the table and clean up the dishes.
There are many words — like “community” or “cooperation” — that can
raise harmony or hackles. Maybe more
people need to learn the art of respectful conversation … and help “clear the
table and clean the dishes” together.
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, free-thinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com.

hard times and the heartaches are there
to make us stronger and to increase our
faith. Let’s be thankful for them. And
the little things, the “fleas,” they’re sent
to build our character. Let’s be thankful
for them, also.
Above all else, our hearts should be
filled with gratitude each day — a gratitude and thankfulness that flows from
knowing the sacrifice Jesus made for
each of us, a gratitude that shows itself

in how we treat others and a gratitude
that is reflected in our service to building God’s kingdom here on earth.
This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.
com.
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Winter’s
Coming!
Time To Get Your
Home Ready

LAMP
REPAIR
SHADES & LAMPS OF FLETCHER
3907 Hendersonville Road • 687-1605

Floor Lamps
Replacement Shades
Table Lamps
Reading Lamps
Wall Lamps
Drum Shades
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ticular shade of light blue to complement the pale yellow walls, she didn’t
realize she was reproducing a family

Bring your lamp for perfect shade fit.
AN-SPAD0921100950

© Asheville Citizen-Times
November 18, 2017 9:57 am (GMT +5:00)

AN-0100856908

Mon-Sat 10-5

Powered by TECNAVIA

