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We continue our study of the life of
the man Moses with a unique meeting
between God and Moses in the barren
desert of Midian. Moses had spent 40
years taking care of his father-in-law
Jethro’s sheep when one day God spoke
to Moses from a miraculous bush that
was burning without being consumed.

We find in Exodus 3 and 4 the meet-
ing was filled with Moses’ questions and
excuses for not obeying the call to carry
out God’s purpose of deliverance.

So, in our readings week, we see that
there is a question and answer session
between Moses and God. God told Mo-
ses that he was the man for the job of
delivering the Hebrew people from
Egypt. But we see Moses immediately
coming up with four questions that ex-
press his unwillingness and self-per-
ceived inadequacies to answer the call.

Each question and objection that
Moses had about going back to Egypt
expressed his fear of not being accepted
by his own people. He was afraid of re-
jection. To each of Moses’s questions
God had an answer, as it is also true that

to each of our questions God always has
an answer. 

❚ Question one from verse 11: “Who
am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and
that I should bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt?”

Moses was looking at himself
through his own eyes. He was not seeing
the same Moses God was seeing. Moses
looked around at his resources and
thought, “All I have are my clothes, my
family, a tent and a few sheep. How can I
do what God is asking? Who am I that I
should go and do this great thing?”

He wasn’t thinking about the help he
was going to get from the God of the uni-
verse, but God reminded him. God said,
“I will certainly be with you. This burn-
ing bush is a sign unto you. Also, Moses,
one day you and your people will wor-
ship right here on this mountain.”

The mountain that they were on was
Mount Sinai, the holy ground of the Ten
Commandments.

When facing a seemingly impossible
task, do we look no further than our own
resources? Do we forget that the one
who calls us will also go with us? God
sees who we are and what we are and
what and who we can become.

❚ Question two from verse 13: “When
I come to the children of Israel what will

I say to them when they ask me whose
name do I come in? When they ask what
is His name?”

Now, I think Moses knew who God
was, but he was afraid that he would not
be able to explain God to the people in a
way that they would understand and
obey. He was afraid that the people had
forgotten God, who he was and what he
could do for them.

Some had forgotten God, even as to-
day. Many today have no idea of the
great doctrines of the Bible, no idea of
the basic foundations of the church and
the invitation to live a holy life. But even
as God goes before his work and his
Spirit places conviction and under-
standing in people’s hearts, softening
them before even one word of witness-
ing is ever spoken, we also have a part.

Our part, just as with Moses, is to
guide sinners into the way of salvation,
to teach believers the way of holiness
and to live lives that are examples of
Christ. Our mandate as disciples of
Christ is to free the prisoners, give sight
to the blind and feed spiritual food to the
hungry. 

So Moses asks his question and God
gives Moses his answer starting in verse
14. God explains very clearly that Moses
is to tell the people that he is, was and

will ever be, with no beginning and no
end: “I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. I AM the one who made the
covenant to Abraham to give them a
land flowing with milk and honey. I AM
the one who will bring them out of slav-
ery and defeat all their enemies. I AM
the God of the living. Tell them that Mo-
ses!”

That ancient message given to Moses
to tell his people is the same message for
us today: “I am the God who will deliver
you from the slavery of sin and into a ho-
ly life, defeating your enemies along the
way. I am the one who loved you while
you were still in sin, the one who cares
so much about you, who hurts when you
hurt. I am the one who wants you to
spend eternity with me.”

That’s the message God wants us to
give to the lost, the ones in sin that no
one wants, the dying.

The message from the one who is the
same yesterday, today and forever never
changes. So we today can count on our
God who lives within us by the power of
his Holy Spirit.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Lessons from Moses & burning bush
Devotional
Tim McConnell
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Feb. 11

Mindfulness meditation: 10 a.m.-noon
Sundays, Asheville Shambhala Meditation
Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave. Suite 113.
Sitting and walking meditation. Arrive and
leave any time. Free but donations appre-
ciated. 828-200-5120 or https://asheville.
shambhala.org.

Compassion In Action drop-in med-
itation series: 10:30-11:45 a.m. Sundays
to Feb. 11, Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Bud-
dhist Center, 1070 Tunnel Road, Building
2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10 per class or $50
for six-weeks. Led by Sharon Lovich. 

Feb. 13

Women’s Bible study-“Living the
Blessed Life” with Jane Derrick: 9:45-11
a.m. Tuesdays to Feb. 27, Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. 800-950-2092 or
www.thecove.org.

Women’s Bible study-“Live Bold” with
Kendra Graham: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays
to Feb. 20, Billy Graham Training Center at
The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville.
800-950-2092 or www.thecove.org.

Feb. 14

Kids For Christ after school program:
2:30-7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during school
year at First Baptist Church, 63 N. Main
St., Weaverville. Grades 1-6. Buses run
from Weaverville Primary and Elementary,
and North Windy Ridge. Snack, recreation,
Bible study, choir, hand bells, homework
help. 828-645-6720.

Feb. 17

Lunch with Dr. Bart Ehrman: Noon-2
p.m., luncheon at Harmon’s Den Bistro at
HART Theatre, 250 Pigeon St., Waynes-
ville. Blue Ridge Books hosts Ehrman to
discuss his book, “The Triumph of Chris-
tianity.” $30. Tickets available at Blue
Ridge Books. 

Feb. 18

Celtic Choral Eucharist: 5:30-6:30
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Reception follows.

To the Mountaintop: The Sermons of
Martin Luther King Jr., A Collaborative
Sunday Formation Series: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Feb. 18 and 25, St. Matthias Episcopal
Church, 1 Dundee St., Asheville. Sundays
March 4-March 25 at Trinity Episcopal on
Church Street. 

Christian Unity Revival: Feb. 18-23,
First Free Will Baptist Church, 259 Tus-
quittee St., Hayesville. 6 p.m. Feb. 18 and
7 p.m. Feb. 19-23. 828-389-4777.

Feb. 21

Faith in the 828: Exploring the State
of Spirituality in Asheville for Lent:
Noon-1 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Bishop Jose
McLoughlin is the speaker. What are the
most important and pressing spiritual
issues facing people of faith and how are
communities of faith addressing them?
Wednesdays during Lent. A light lunch
($5) at noon. Program at 12:15 p.m. 
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We’re told that North Carolina has
the largest number of Native Ameri-
cans of any state east of the Mississip-
pi — one estimate says there are
100,000. Of the eight tribes recognized
here, the Eastern Band of Cherokee is
the only one officially acknowledged
as a sovereign nation by the federal
government.

As Lakota holy man Black Elk said,
there are many hoops (tribal circles
with central fires) within the one big
hoop of the earth. Many of these
hoops are still green and growing. 

Robert appeared at our chaplaincy
door one afternoon. His long, dark hair
and bronzed complexion gave away
his native blood. From the Yurok tribe
in Northern California, Robert told me
how he and his brother used to com-
municate with loud whistling across
“the rez.” You wouldn’t want him to
demonstrate that whistle in a closed
space. 

For an annual interfaith service, I
asked Robert if he would carry an elk-
hide drum made by a relative in Mon-
tana. Robert walked into the church
beating the drum steady and slow.
Along with several Native American
friends, he chanted to “center us in the
space.” It felt like the history of Anglo-
Native conflict was coming full circle
there, with Native voices and drum-
ming “creating sanctuary” in the cen-
ter of the dominant religion.

Other Native women and men
found their way into our welcome cen-
ter. Talented guitarists, painters and
poets came through and their pres-
ence was appreciated.

A few weeks following that service,
Robert was found floating in the canal

— a homicide victim. We led a memo-
rial attended by many of his street
friends as well as a pastor, priest and
rabbi who remembered his drumming
chant. The same drum was heard in
that circle of memory.

I always will remember how Robert
would call me “Crispy” in a loud greet-
ing as he came in the door or met me
on the street. A kind-hearted man
with a good sense of humor, stories to
tell and a very loud whistle.

Born in Seattle, a city named for
Chief Sealth of the Suquamish, and
raised in a county named for the Sno-
homish, I never felt far from the “first
peoples” of the Northwest. Through
the years, as I visited the lands of the
Skagit, Swinomish, Snoqualmie, Stil-
laguamish and other indigenous
tribes, I had a disturbing awareness
that my ancestors were complicit in
the near-extermination of the original
inhabitants of my own “native land.”

We say “First Nations” for good rea-
son. Washington State has 29 recog-
nized tribes and we’re told there may
have been up to 500 nations across the
continent before the United States
was formed. These nations were near-
ly wiped out, along with the buffalo,
bear and other original inhabitants,
decimated by the obsessive scramble
to “tame the frontier” and claim “God’s
country.” 

The word “savage” means untamed,
uncivilized, wild. It comes from the
Latin word “silvaticus” derived from
“silva” or woods, forest. A savage is a
person of the forest (like a “pagan” is a
person of the country and a “heathen”
a person of the heath or heather). Any-
thing savage can seem a threat to any-
thing disconnected from wild nature. 

A savage person belongs to a “prim-
itive” society. I’ve always thought that
should be honored as “prime,” “first,”
original — aboriginal. But we fear that
wildness because our ways (including

our religions) are not the ways of the
wilderness.

Reading Vine Deloria and Dee
Brown while in seminary, I was even
more troubled by the tragic history, es-
pecially the story of Wounded Knee.
Deloria’s theological work, “God is
Red,” made much of the other theology
I was reading seem weak and irrele-
vant. 

Not long ago I read “The Heart of
Everything that Is,” a book that de-
scribes the powerful story of Sioux
Chief Red Cloud and the resistance he
led against the encroachment of gold-
hunters and land-seekers in the 1860s.
Red Cloud and his coalition of tribal
groups were the protectors of more
than 700,000 square miles of land
stretching from Canada to Kansas,
from Montana to Minnesota. This ter-
ritory “accounted for one-fifth of what
would one day become the contiguous
United States.” 

Political and military leaders were
determined to force Red Cloud to give
up the land for Western expansion. If
their “treaties” wouldn’t work, they
would capture or kill him. He ended up
leading “the only war [America] would
ever lose to an Indian army.” It’s quite a
tale.

Looking back at the broken treaties
and disastrous policies toward Native
Nations, we would do well to keep in
mind the worldview we have system-
atically attempted to silence: Every-
thing is connected in a web of sacred
relations.

Where does that drumming heart,
or whistle, still sound?

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, free-thinker and humanist cel-
ebrant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a
Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com

The heartbeat of Native America
Highland Views
Chris Highland
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Email information about faith-
based events at least two weeks in ad-
vance to Bruce Steele at bsteele@citi-
zen-times.com and Carole Terrell at
cterrell@citizen-times.com.

Religion Notes to end

This weekly roundup of religious
events and news highlights will end af-
ter Feb. 24. The Religion Calendar will
continue to appear each Saturday.

To have events after Feb. 24 includ-
ed in the Religion Calendar, please visit
events.citizen-times.com, click on
“+Add your event” and fill out the event
form, making sure to select “Religion &
Spirituality” as one of your categories.

You will need to have or create an
“eventful” account, which is free, to in-
put your event. If you have questions,
call Carole Terrell, Monday-Wednes-
day, at 828-232-5912.

Churches host music around WNC

Check out these upcoming musical
performances at WNC churches:

❚ Choral Evensong for Epiphany

will be at 5 p.m. Feb. 11 at St. James
Episcopal Church, 766 N. Main St.,
Hendersonville. The service will be fol-
lowed by an organ recital by Corey
Powell, organist at Central United
Methodist Church in Asheville. Free;
donations encouraged. 828-694-6925.

Broyhill Children’s Home
visits Newbridge Baptist

ASHEVILLE - Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., will host
representatives of The Broyhill Chil-
dren’s Home during the 11 a.m. worship
service on Feb. 11.

Residents and staff from the Clyde
children’s home will join the New-
bridge family to honor the Lord in wor-
ship and praise, scripture, prayer, song,
presentations and personal testimo-
nies.

Adult forums at FCUCC

HENDERSONVILLE — Here’s some
of what’s going on at First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W. For more, visit fcchender-
sonville.org or call 828-692-8630:

❚ Adult Forums: Meet from 9-10:15

a.m. Sundays in the Felix Building. 
❚ Bible study meets from 5-6:30

p.m. Wednesdays in the parlor, study-
ing the the Gospel of Luke and led by
Rev. Barbara M. Rathbun. All are wel-
come. No registration required.

❚ NAMI Connection meets 6:30-8
p.m. the second Thursday of each
month. The next meeting is March 8.
This is a free support group for adults
living with mental illness, led by
trained facilitators.

Time for the annual
CBHT Souper Bowl

ASHEVILLE - Congregation Beth
HaTephila and the Lotte Meyerson Tik-
kun Olam committee present the fifth
anual CBHT Souper Bowl from
noon-1:30 p.m. Feb. 11 at Dave Family
Social Hall at Congregation Beth HaTe-
phila, 43 N. Liberty St.

Everyone is welcome to sample di-
verse dishes from Jewish heritage. Ad-
mission is $9, children $3, family maxi-
mum $24. A cookbook, “Soups of
CBHT Souper Bowl,” will be sold for $8.
To learn more, call 828-253-4911.
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