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We remember our mothers on their special day in a
variety of ways. We call, email, visit or take them out
for a special lunch. Of course, we are reminded that
our mothers are special every day, so we make every
effort to stay in touch.

So, during this special time, I think of all the moth-
ers who have lost children by death or other circum-
stances, such as abortion, and now feel the pangs of
guilt. I think of those women who desperately want
children but for medical reasons cannot.

My thoughts go to the compassionate women who
have chosen to foster or adopt. And
I think of all the children in our
world who have had wonderful
mothers.

Let’s not forget the grandmoth-
ers who are serving as mothers,
and the male figures who give
motherly nurture.

And at the same time my pray-
ers go out for the mothers who
have failed their children, along
with prayers for those children
who were victims of the failures of
others.

You may be thinking as you read
these words of your own mother, of
the example she set for you. I real-
ize more each day what a lasting
influence my mother has made on
my life. Many of you can say the
same as you have felt the hand and
words of a godly mother, or maybe
a grandmother.

As we turn to scripture we find
many women mentioned as moth-
ers, but we are told little of their
feelings about being mothers. I of-
ten wonder what Eve felt in her
heart as she heard the news of what Cain had done to
her other son, Abel. What did Sarah feel when Abra-
ham took their son Isaac up the mountain supposedly
to be sacrificed?

How proud David’s mother must have felt when he
was anointed king of Israel! As strong as Samuel’s
mother was in her faithfulness to God, she must have
had days and nights of heartbreak after giving her son
to the priesthood.

These, and other examples, are so numerous in
both Old and New Testaments.

The mother who stands out the most in my mind
from scripture is Mary, the mother of Jesus. We read
of her total surrender to God’s will when told by the
angel of her conception. There must have been the
humiliation of being pregnant and unmarried as she
carried the secret of the Messiah for all people.

Mary must have experienced unspeakable joy the
night the shepherds came, yet terror as she fled from

King Herod. I believe Mary was very proud of her son’s
ministry as she heard his name proclaimed across the
land. And through the horror of his death, the miracle
of his resurrection, I believe Mary at last began to un-
derstand her role as mother, a special mother.

I pause this Mother’s Day to express my love to my
mother. I am thankful for her prayers, support, wis-
dom and her faithfulness to God over all these 94
years. These were the years that she cheerfully sup-
ported God’s work as a Methodist minister’s wife;
packing and unpacking, teaching and leading in the
church, playing piano, and whatever needed to be
done.

She also had a career as a public-school teacher
where she touched the lives of many young people.
Mother did all this while raising twins and me, only 13
months apart.

But what stands out in her life more than anything
else to me is her close walk with
God and her faithfulness to him.
Her faithfulness and her walk
have never wavered, always con-
sistent and always visible.

I also pause this Mother’s Day
to express my thankfulness for my
mother-in-law. I saw in her life a
desire put there by God to serve
others.

Debbie, my wife, tells of her
mother years ago driving through
the neighborhood picking up the
children to take to church. My
mother-in-law was serious about
praying for other people, making
sure that all those on her prayer
list were lifted up to God each day.
She was faithful to God and to her
church and instilled in all her chil-
dren and grandchildren the neces-
sity of living a Christian life.

Our scripture tells us to honor
our fathers and mothers. The
command to honor never ends
until our parents are no longer
with us, and our own lives have

ended. Mother’s Day is just a reminder of the honor
and love that should be shown all year long.

Jesus showed his concern for the care of his mother
when from the cross he asked his trusted disciple,
John, to take care of Mary, his mother, after his death.

Let us determine this Sunday, Mother’s Day, to take
time in the coming year to really honor and love our
mothers every day of the year. Cards, candy, calls and
visits are a good start. But let us be consistent and
faithful in showing our gratefulness to the one who
cares so much for us.

The love, sacrifice, and understanding that they
have given us have made us into who we are today.
Let’s be thankful, and if possible, let’s tell them how
grateful we are!

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McConnell, as-
sistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Methodist
Church in Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Honor your mother on Mother’s
Day as Jesus honored his
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The Virgin Mary holding baby
Jesus is a detail on a sculpture by
John Houser in El Paso, Texas.
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Being a secular person in America leaves a person
in a quandary: How vocal should one be? And how far
is it acceptable to question the dominant religion? 

In respectable circles it seems reasonable to be re-
spectful, focusing on building relationships where
both parties can learn from each other. This takes
time, effort and a willingness to bite your tongue
sometimes to listen without preaching either a sec-
ular or sacred gospel.

Some may wonder why a nonbeliever spends so
much time thinking about belief — faith, religion,
God, Bible, Church, Jesus and more. I wonder myself
sometimes, until I sit back and remember: This con-
sumed a huge part of my life and still holds deep
meaning for many friends and family. 

Truth is, if we didn’t have so much religion all over
the television, radio, internet and daily life, most of
us probably wouldn’t think much about it. As it is,
faith is everywhere. People without faith can’t escape
it and are pushed and pulled — compelled really — to
respond. And often the response is not going to
please the faithful.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who fought her whole life
for justice and equality, had some amazing friends
and colleagues, each a critic of “orthodox” (“correct”)
faith and often labeled
infidels, heretics or
worse. One was Freder-
ick Douglass, the ex-
slave who was popular
on the lecture circuit as
he spoke out for the
rights of African-Ameri-
cans and women.

Douglass was a per-
son of faith, but when
you read his indictments
of Christianity in Amer-
ica, you find yourself ad-
miring his audacious
courage.

Here’s one example:
“Between the Christianity of this land, and the Chris-
tianity of Christ, I recognize the widest possible dif-
ference … I love the pure, peaceable, and impartial
Christianity of Christ [and] hate the partial and hyp-
ocritical Christianity of this land.” 

He goes on to quote the words of Jesus against the
self-righteous who “outwardly appear righteous” but
within are “full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Luke 11). 

Douglass said these folks “brand me with being an
infidel,” yet one imagines he shrugged that off, bear-
ing in his body the brands of inhumanity. 

After Douglass died in 1895, the city of Rochester,
New York, where he spent many years lecturing,
writing and publishing, proposed to build him a mon-
ument. Stanton’s journal records her regret that
Rochester did not consider a different kind of monu-
ment for her friend, perhaps a schoolhouse or hous-
ing for “colored families.” (In 2018 the city is celebrat-
ing the bicentennial of his birth).

In her journal from 1897, Stanton (who had just
published her infamous book, “The Woman’s Bible”)
related a conversation she had with her close friend
who had a “gentle play of humor” and a remarkably
“sunny nature.” 

She says that the last time she saw Douglass he
said he was certain that since they had both been de-
nied rights due to gender or color they would “stand
on equal ground with the angels in heaven.” Stanton,
who had a witty sense of humor herself, replied that
“even St. Peter” might be against them. 

Douglass’ reply is stunning: “Then, hand in hand
we will go below.”

Religion can be a very odd nut to crack. On the one
hand, we’re promised an eternal reward in paradise
(heaven) with the God of Love, if we believe, say and
do the right things. On the other hand, the Loving
Creator made a very special place for unbelievers.

In a very moving passage from “Travels in Alaska”
(1915), naturalist John Muir recalls a speech he heard
in 1879 given by Shakes, chief of the Stickeen tribe.
Missionaries were making attempts to convert the
native people and Muir witnessed this chief standing
to address the ministers following their sermons and
prayers. 

Shakes admits that his people are “like children …
blind children” compared with the “ways of the white
man” which are “far better.” He urges his people to
“learn this new religion” so they will go to the “good
heaven country” and be happy.

Then chief Shakes speaks words that would cause
any person of conscience to shudder. “Many of my
people must be in that bad country the missionary
calls ‘Hell,’ and I must go there also, for a Stickeen
chief never deserts his people in time of trouble. To
that bad country, therefore, I will go, and try to cheer
my people and help them as best I can to endure their
misery.” 

I’ve always found that passage extremely sad.
These noble people were converted to “good news”
that included the threat of hell and this courageous
leader, like Douglass and Stanton, was willing to
“march into hell for a heavenly cause.”

Remarkably fearless faith and freethinking.
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister

and interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a
teacher, writer, free-thinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister,
live in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com

Highland Views
Chris Highland
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Frederick Douglass, circa
1879. NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

May 12
Yard sale and bake sale: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Avery’s Creek
United Methodist, corner of Brevard Road and Glen
Bridge S.E., Arden.

May 13
GriefShare: 2-3:30 p.m., Hominy Baptist Church, 135
Candler School Road, Candler. Six six week process.
Call 828-667-4541 or email hominy@bellsouth.net.

May 14
“They Will Inherit the Earth” with peace activist and
author John Dear: 7-9 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 40 Church St., Asheville. Dear will read and
sign his book “They Will Inherit the Earth: Peace &
Nonviolence in a Time of Climate Change.” 828-253-
1431.

May 17
Peaceful Parenting: Bringing Harmony to Family
Life: Four-week drop-in meditation series. 10-11:15
a.m. Thursdays May 17-June 7, Je Tsongkhapa Ka-
dampa Buddhist Center, 1070 Tunnel Road, Building
2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10 per class. With Buddhist
teacher Sharon Lovich. 828-668-2241.

May 18
Sacred Current retreat: Prama Institute, 182 Ananda
Girisuta Drive, Marshall. $200 includes three days of
workshops, meals, camping, and parking. The Ashe-
ville Kundalini Yoga Community invites you to join in
Spring celebration. https://prama.org/.
Opening reception for The Liminal State Panels: 4-7
p.m., Haywood Street Congregation, 297 Haywood
St., Asheville. Open to public for viewing, free of
charge, any time the church is open and during
scheduled viewing hours 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and 3-7 p.m. Sunday.

May 19
Blink and the World is New: Letting Go of the Past:
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Buddhist
Center, 1070 Tunnel Road, Building 2, Unit 20, Ashe-
ville. $25. With Buddhist teacher Sharon Lovich.
Guided meditation, talks, and discussion. 828-668-
2241.

May 20
Timeless Wisdom for Modern Life: Drop-in med-
itation series 10-11:45 a.m. Sundays May 20-June 24,
Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Buddhist Center, 1070
Tunnel Road, Building 2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10 per
class. Learn to apply simple meditations and practi-
cal methods from Buddhist understanding. 828-668-
2241.
Celtic service guest musicians: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.Leslie
Welker, flute, May 20 and David Keller, Indian flute,
May 27.
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: 2-3:30 p.m.,
Asheville Friends Meeting House, 227 Edgewood
Road. “Inspiring Community Action to Build Oppor-
tunity for Children” by Greg Borum. 828-687-7759,
http://EHSAsheville.org, or
www.meetup.com/Ethical-Society-of-Asheville.

May 21
Greater Asheville 39th Citywide Revival: 7 p.m. May
21-25 at Mount Zion Baptist Church, 47 Eagle St.,
Asheville. Preacher is Dr. Alyn Waller, of Greater Enon
Tabernacle Baptist in Philadelphia.

May 25
Military Marriage Retreat: God’s Blueprint for a
Great Marriage: May 25-27, Billy Graham Training
Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville.
828-771-4800 or http://thecove.org/.

May 30
“Leading as Agents of Gospel Transformation” with
Ed Stetzer: May 30-June 1, Billy Graham Training
Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville.
Return to your congregation with practical tools for
more effective discipleship. 828-771-4800 or
http://thecove.org/.

May 31
Asheville Interfaith meeting: 4-7 p.m., Ferguson
Auditorium on A-B Tech campus, 340 Victoria Road,
Asheville. Video introduction to Hinduism and Islam
followed by discussion by leaders of these communi-
ties. Suggested $2 donation with proceeds going to
MANNA FoodBank. Contact Vicki Garlock at
vicki@faithseekerkids.com or hallittle-
ton@gmail.com.
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