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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

June 10
Lake Junaluska’s Summer Worship
Series featuring Susan Slye Giles:
10:45 a.m. Sundays June 10-Aug. 5,
Stuart Auditorium at Lake Junaluska,
20 Chapel Drive. Also Monday evening
Taize service at 8 p.m. in Memorial
Chapel. www.lakejunaluska.com.
Congregation Beth HaTephila Sis-
terhood Woman of the Year luncheon
honoring Carol Gillen: Noon, 43 N.
Liberty St., Asheville. For questions or
reservations, email breakwater-
babe@aol.com.
Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Ashe-
ville. Guest musician is Rosalind Buda
on bagpipes.
Timeless Wisdom for Modern Life
drop-in meditation series: 10-11:45
a.m. Sundays to June 24, Je Tsongk-
hapa Kadampa Buddhist Center, 1070
Tunnel Road, Building 2, Unit 20, Ashe-
ville. $10. By changing how we ap-
proach situations we can transform our
mundane day-to-day activities into
meaningful experiences. 

June 11
“Shipwrecked” Vacation Bible School:
9 a.m.-noon, Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, 51 Wilburn Place, Asheville.
Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus
carries them through life’s storms.
828-252-1795 or https://emmanuel
lutheran.info/.

June 14
An Evening at The Cove with Brandon
Heath: Billy Graham Training Center at
The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Ashe-
ville. Buffet dinner followed by concert
at 7:30 p.m. You may arrive 3-5 p.m.
$59. http://thecove.org/.

June 15
Men’s event-“Break the Huddle and
Run the Play: Are We Running The
Plays God Has Called for Us?”: Billy
Graham Training Center at The Cove, 1
Porters Cove Road, Asheville. $73-
$315. http://thecove.org/.

June 16
Asheville Interfaith meeting: 4-7 p.m.,
Ferguson Auditorium at A-B Tech Cam-
pus, 340 Victoria Road, Asheville.
Video introduction to Hinduism and
Islam followed by open discussion by
leaders of these faith communities.
Suggested $2 donation with proceeds
going to MANNA

June 17
Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Ashe-
ville. Guest musician is Finn Magill on
fiddle. 
Lake Junaluska’s Summer Worship
Series featuring Rev. Dr. Clarence
Newsome: 10:45 a.m.-noon, Stuart
Auditorium, 20 Chapel Drive. Theme is
“Stories on the Lakeshore.” Sundays to
Aug. 5. www.lakejunaluska.com.

June 18
Intensive Bible Training: The Majesty
of God in the Midst of Suffering:
Studies in the Book of Job: June 18-
22, Billy Graham Training Center at The
Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Asheville.
$226 and up. To register for free semi-
nar plus optional meals, call 828-771-
4800. http://thecove.org/.
Vacation Bible School: 9 a.m.-noon
June 18-21, Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 900 Blythe St., Hendersonville.
Register by June 11. Free. For children
who will be 4 by Aug. 31 and through
completion of fifth grade by June.
www. gracehendersonville.com.

June 24
Lake Junaluska’s Summer Worship
Series featuring Bishop Paul L. Lee-
land: 10:45 a.m.-noon, Stuart Audi-
torium, 20 Chapel Drive. Theme is
“Stories on the Lakeshore.” Sundays to
Aug. 5. www.lakejunaluska.com.
“Backyard Camp Out” Vacation Bible
School: 6-8:30 p.m. June 24-27, New-
bridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood
Ave., Asheville, For age 2-sixth grad-
ers. Campfire stories, games, crafts,
music, snacks, and dinner. Call 828-
254-7262 to register.

June 28
Vacation Bible School: June 28-July 1,
West Canton Baptist Church, 75 Lowe
St., Canton (off Old Clyde Road). 828-
648-5561.
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Minnesota teen wins
international Quran award

MINNEAPOLIS – A Minnesota teen-
ager representing the United States has
won a prestigious Quran recitation
competition after besting 103 other
contestants from around the world.

Ahmad Burhan Mohamed, a junior

at Ubah Medical Academy charter
school in Hopkins, became the first
American to win the Dubai Interna-
tional Holy Quran Award Tuesday. The
annual contest held in the United Arab
Emirates involves reciting passages
from the Islamic holy book from memo-
ry. The top award also includes a
$68,000 cash prize.

Burhan attends prayers at the Abu-
bakar Islamic Center in Minneapolis

and began memorizing the Quran at a
young age.

Minnesota chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations executive
director Jaylani Hussein says Minneso-
tans should be proud of Burhan’s ac-
complishment. Community members
are planning a welcoming party when
he returns from Dubai Wednesday
night.

– ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Benny was an older gentleman who
would drop into the chaplaincy office
now and then. Sometimes my assistant
Elizabeth and I would be working on a
project or handling someone’s “issue”
and turn around to see Benny sitting, si-
lent and patient. 

Usually Benny had a smile on his
face, a bit like a Cheshire cat. Or he
would look a bit lost. In any case, we
would welcome Benny and ask what he
was up to.

For a period of time, Benny was
without a permanent dwelling (some-
times called “homeless”). When he fi-
nally got into an apartment he could af-
ford with Social Security and his veter-
an’s pension, he was very happy. Now
and again he would show up for one of
our outings — van trips to a lake, forest
or beach — when we would pick up peo-
ple at the St. Vincent’s free dining room
downtown.

Benny seemed to prefer being a lon-
er, yet he kept showing up. 

One day Benny found me in the of-
fice. He looked troubled. “What’s on
your mind?” I asked.

“I went to the bridge last night,” he
shrugged. 

“What does that mean?” I asked.
“I just felt bad and didn’t think I

could take this anymore,” he confessed.
“I took a bus to the bridge [the Golden
Gate Bridge] and walked across. For
some reason, I decided not to jump. I
don’t know why.”

I listened closely, as chaplains do. I
said, “Well, Benny, you knew some of us
would miss you, and we’d be angry with
you too!” He smiled. We laughed. 

From then on, whenever Benny ap-
peared, I assumed he needed the com-
panionship. Or simply didn’t want to be
alone. I suppose that’s the same thing.

At the end of some months, low on
cash, he would ask me for a few dollars.
He always paid me back.

There were times when I noticed
Benny giving an encouraging word to
another person feeling low. This was
evidence of what we often said: Anyone
can serve as a chaplain.

One afternoon I came into our office
and found a note from Benny. “I’m going
to the bridge. Thank you for every-
thing.”

I quickly drove across town to the

lounge where Benny hung out. Benny
was sitting at the bar and turned to see
me walk in — almost as if he expected
me. I sat with him, ordered a brew, let
him talk.

People who are suicidal are crying
out for someone to notice, to care, to
just be with them. Despair is a slippery,
muddy trail in a dark forest. At times,
the best another person can do is walk
along that trail for a short time with a
person who is suffering.

It’s not about rescuing (though there
are times when we need rescuing —
when the house, or our heart, is in
flames). It’s mostly about one human
being finding time, making time, to “be
human” with another human being. 

It’s not about faith, though for some
people faith can help. It’s more about
having faith in another person enough
to regain faith in ourselves. 

Benny stood in the chaplaincy door-
way one afternoon with a piece of paper
in his hand. He’d been observing how
the chaplain team was supporting the
music of the streets, even producing an
album of original music to raise aware-
ness of the talent of unhoused people
and to raise much-needed funds for the
chaplaincy. 

Benny handed the paper to me.
“Maybe you can make a song out of
this.”

I read the words he scribbled on the
page:

“You need to forgive all your sadness
and your sorrow;

“You need to forget the past and look
into tomorrow.

“I love this great big beautiful world
… And I thank God that I’m alive!”

I sat down with a guitar and tried a
few tunes. Benny sat with a big smile.
We knew how significant those words
were.

A few months later I took some of our
musicians to a local congregation to
play their original “songs of the street.” I
gave the morning message. Then we led
the congregation in singing Benny’s
song: “The World is Mine.” He wasn’t
there that morning. He was probably in
one of his “funk” moods or maybe at a
casino or his bar. 

I don’t know if that congregation
could fully appreciate his gift that
morning, but everyone seemed to love
the song.

I wonder if some of the most mean-
ingful gifts are those given out of hope-
lessness, instability, uncertainty. I
wonder if there are amazing ideas and
solutions to community issues, just
waiting to be heard, by anyone who
might give some time to listen.

Truthfully, I don’t wonder about
that. Benny taught me how true it can
be.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writ-
er, free-thinker and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Pres-
byterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com.

I went to the bridge last night
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Columnist

Labyrinth to walk, bridge to cross. CHRIS HIGHLAND

For many people, silence can be
deafening, totally uncomfortable, a
place where one does not want to spend
much time. Others find periods of si-
lence peaceful and restorative. There
are also the in-between times where si-
lence can be healing, where the
thoughts in my mind and the voices in
my head speak in whispers.

And then I find times when silence is
not the answer, when I long to hear the
sounds that are familiar, the sounds of
the past.

This going back and forth from the
desire for silence to the need to speak
and listen has been the pattern for me in
the past few weeks. The loss of a loved
one can bring about such up-and-down
emotions. Listening to the silence can
be most difficult, but it can also contain
the most healing. 

Much has been written and discuss-
ed about God’s response to our prayers
and expectations. We pray, ask for
things, and try to get in touch with God,
and many times we just can’t seem to
get an answer. We hear nothing but the
silence.

But there is much to be learned from

the silence. Elijah, while running from
Queen Jezebel in 1 Kings 19, learned that
God’s answer for him was not found in
the expected. The Lord’s answer was
not in the demonstration of wind,
earthquake or fire but in the still, small
voice whispering from the silence.

Mary and Martha learned about Je-
sus’ silence while they waited for him to
come when Lazarus was sick. John tells
us in 11:17 that Jesus waited until Laza-
rus had been in the grave for four days
before he came. What an agonizing four
days that was for the women!

But the answer came out of the si-
lence; the answer of believing in Jesus
as the resurrection and life and the an-
swer that God gets the glory no matter
how long the silence happens to be.

I find myself thinking of the Canaan-
ite woman about whom Matthew talks
in chapter 15. She comes to Jesus with
an intercessory prayer. Her daughter
needs Jesus’ healing hand or voice, but
what does he give her? Jesus gives her
silence. He does not answer her.

If you read the rest of the story, you
will see that the woman’s faith is
stretched almost to the breaking point
by, first, the silence and then by the
words of Jesus. But out of all this test-
ing, the woman’s faith is called “great”
and Jesus answers her prayer.

As World War II was coming to an
end, American troops swept across

Germany searching for enemy soldiers
who may have been hiding in aban-
doned houses and buildings. As they
searched a basement in an abandoned
farmhouse, they came across these
words scratched on the wall beneath a
Star of David:

"I believe in the sun — even when it
does not shine;

"I believe in love — even when it is
not shown;

"I believe in God — even when he
does not speak."

Sometimes our faith becomes des-
perate, much like these examples from
scripture. But we must remember that
God’s gift of grace is made available
during the times of no answers. He can
give us grace in the silence, grace to
bring us through the silence until we
find his waiting answer.

Paul’s words ring in our ears when
we can not hear God’s voice. When Paul
asked God to remove his “thorn in the
flesh” God answered, “My grace is suffi-
cient for you, for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.”

Grace is available for the times of si-
lence.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.
com.

God grants us grace in times of silence
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Columnist


