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There is a story found in Matthew 14:22-33 that may
cause us to think for just a few minutes about water,
boats, storms, our doubts and fears and Jesus as he
sometimes points out our mistakes and sins, but al-
ways encourages us and rescues us so many times
from ourselves.

From time to time, Jesus will place a call on our lives
to do some uncomfortable crazy thing just for him.
And just maybe we will attempt doing it because we
want to be like him.

This very familiar story has almost a movie-like
sense. There is a storm, a bad storm, a ghost-like figure
who appears to be walking on the water, a rescue, and
then the storm is over and all are safe.

This is a story that has Jesus as the main character,
as he calls us to do seemingly ridiculous things, but he
is also the one who proves that he is God and cares for
all of us, even those of us who find ourselves in a small
boat in the middle of a storm. 

So we may find ourselves praying something like
this:

“Lord Jesus, you have called us to be your disciples.
We are all together in the boat called your Church. Just
as there are those who are needy within the church, we

also realize that often we must step out of the boat,
because it is out in the storms that we will find others
who are hurting.

"It is there we will also find you, at work in the
world. It is not easy being your Church, sometimes we
have doubts and fears. Rescue us from those thoughts
and that kind of life, so that we may be effective in the
work you are doing in us, through us, and in the world.
Amen.”

As the story unfolds, we find Jesus praying on the
mountain while watching his church, his disciples,
struggle in a storm. Isn’t it an amazing realization that
Jesus prays for us individually and collectively? So Je-
sus walks toward them on the top of the dark waves
and calls Peter to join him. Peter leaves the boat but
soon gets into trouble. But Jesus is there to take care of
things.

When Jesus climbs into the boat with them, the
storm stops. The winds are stilled. There is nothing
but perfect silence.

Then what do they do, what does the Church do
when Jesus comes into our presence? We worship.
Worship, doxology, praise are the only appropriate re-
sponses to Jesus’ presence with us in the boat, work-
place, school, at home, in our cars, wherever, and no
matter what the weather is like.

When Jesus comes, he most often comes with a call
— a call to the Church and for many of us, an individual
call. The call may be for us to get out of the boat and
walk with Jesus in the storm because it’s in the storms
around us where we will find the people who need us,

the people who are waiting for hope, the people wait-
ing to hear about Jesus.

It is in the storms that we find Jesus working to re-
deem his people. Sometimes it is us who struggle in
life, and even the Church can find itself in a storm;
however, we may be sure that Jesus is watching and
praying from the mountain. And we may be sure that
in the middle of our struggles, Jesus will come to us,
walking in the storm, as proof of his never ending love
and his concern for his people.

Maybe the challenges for us can be found in some of
these questions. Are we ready to get into the boat as
true followers of Jesus? Have we made that commit-
ment, or are we hanging around on the shore? Can we
trust Jesus when he calls us into ministry with him?
Do we really want to be like Jesus, especially, when he
carries a cross and walks in storms?

In order to be like Jesus, we must know what Jesus
is like. Do we know him, or do we just know about him?
Being like Jesus sounds like an impossibility, but Jesus
will never call us to do anything that he knows is im-
possible. So he’s called us to be like him. Do we really
want to be like Jesus? Peter did. So much so that he
was willing to jump out of the boat and into a stormy
sea. Are we willing?

If we are, Jesus can work with our willingness and
change us into followers, who are just like him. 

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McConnell, assis-
tant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-3993 or
pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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Late on a warm summer evening I switched off the
screens and heard water. Was there water running in
the house? Was it rain? I walked around the house,
head cocked to the side, listening. That had to be wa-
ter, but it sounded like a waterfall.

Opening the front door I knew immediately it
wasn’t water but a field and forest full of crickets in full
chorus. I’ve heard crickets, but nothing like this. 

We never know what we’ll hear when we listen
more closely, when we investigate, to possibly hear
what we’ve never heard before. An ancient instinct
seems to switch on, and this time the instinct of in-
sects streamed straight into my senses.

There are voices in many fields.
In 1850 a short but significant book appeared, “writ-

ten” by an illiterate former slave. It was titled “Narra-
tive of Sojourner Truth” and contained stories from the
life of Isabella Baumfree, who later changed her “slave
name” to Truth. When she set out on a pilgrimage in
1843 — to preach her own brand of the gospel — she
chose “Sojourner” to show her commitment to being a
traveler for truth. 

As the “Narrative” (actually written by Olive Gil-
bert) states, she “[took] her freedom into her own
hands,” walking away from her upstate New York own-
er in 1827. With her infant child in her arms, she made
her way to the home of a kindly Dutch couple, who
promptly bought her from the pursuing slave owner
and then said her master was the same as theirs (God,
that is). She was essentially a free woman.

Sojourner had an amazing, often tragic, life, yet she
was known as a profound speaker and singer with a
“naturally powerful mind.” Her confident, fearless
presence could calm crowds, even hecklers.

Abolitionist Frederick Douglass said that her
speeches were “a strange compound of wit and wis-
dom, of wild enthusiasm, and flint-like common
sense.”

There is no question Sojourner Truth was a person
of deep, abiding faith. She felt that she could speak
with God directly. Because of that independent mind,
she challenged the revival preachers and biblical “au-

thorities” wherever she went.
Since she could not read or write, she never read the

Bible, but she knew the Bible well, listening intently
since childhood. She interpreted spiritual matters “by
the light of her own experience.” 

Olive Gilbert relates Sojourner’s reasonable ap-
proach to learning:

“When she was examining the scriptures, she
wished to hear them without comment.” Since adults
always bothered her with their own explanations and
interpretations, Sojourner “ceased to ask adult per-
sons to read the Bible to her,” preferring to have chil-
dren read it aloud because they wouldn’t offer com-
ments. “In that way she was enabled to see what her
own mind could make out of [the words].”

I imagine there are a few lessons here for religion
teachers.

In one rousing story, Sojourner met a group of peo-
ple all stirred up about the End Times. Preachers were
agitating their flock about Christ returning to earth
any day. Sojourner stepped up on a stump with a loud
“Hear! Hear!” and calmed the crowd. She was partic-
ularly concerned by the message of divine punish-
ment for unbelievers. Her words are forceful and time-
ly:

“You seem to be expecting to go to some parlor away
up somewhere, and when the wicked have been burnt,
you are coming back to walk in triumph over their ash-
es.” She scolds these preachers with sharp words: “I
can’t see any thing so very nice in that.”

She’s not through.
If the Lord is coming with angry judgment, Sojourn-

er’s ready: “I am not going away; I am going to stay here
and stand the fire.”

A stunning statement.
This courageous woman who endured slavery, the

selling off of her children and dangers on the road had
the gumption to stand up to the “godly professionals,”
the crowds and even to face an angry God, because she
knew she stood for the right and the good.

People said they learned great “lessons of wisdom
and faith” from Sojourner, that she had a “remarkable
gift in prayer, and still more remarkable talent for sing-
ing.” 

Once she was walking with a friend and said “she
had often thought what a beautiful world this would
be, when we should see every thing right side up.” As
she saw it, “we see everything topsy-turvy, and all is
confusion.”

She encountered many more incidents of confusion
— at one camp meeting settling the fearful commotion
with her singing while her deep, soulful voice “ran
through the multitude like an electric shock.”

This great woman left a legacy of liberation in mind
and body.

Sojourner Truth was unafraid to stay and stand the
fire. 

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com.
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Rutgers has named an apartment complex in the
heart of the New Brunswick campus for abolitionist
and former slave Sojourner Truth. NATIONAL PORTRAIT
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance on-
line at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add your
event” to submit details.

Aug. 4
Flea market: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Etowah United Methodist
Church, 110 Brickyard Road, Etowah. For information,
contact Dick Ranges at 828-707-0329 or rroost@bell-
south.net.

Aug. 5
OneVoice 20th anniversary concert: Eight-member
ladies ensemble performs at 6 p.m. at Beverly Hills
Baptist Church, 777 Tunnel Road, Asheville. 828-298-
4623.
Annual fund raising day for WRES Radio: 6 p.m., WNC
Baptist Fellowship Church, 240 Haywood St., Ashe-
ville. 828-776-1721.
Secular Sanctuary Sunday Circle: 4-6 p.m., The Block
off Biltmore, 39 S. Market St., Asheville. Supportive
space for freethinkers (non-theist, happy heretics,
etc). Thoughtful readings, respectful discussion,
brews on tap.
Lake Junaluska’s Summer Worship Series featuring
Rev. Ginger Gaines-Cirelli: 10:45 a.m., Stuart Audi-
torium at Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter. www.lakejunaluska.com.
Weekly adult forum “Attributes of God” by Larry

Anderson: 9-10:15 a.m., First Congregational United
Church of Christ, 1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville.
www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-8630.

Aug. 12
Weekly adult forum “Missionary Child” by Phyllis
Whitney: 9-10:30 a.m., First Congregational Church of
Hendersonville NC, 1735 Fifth Ave. W. Centered
around experiences in Thailand.
www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-8630.
Singer and speaker Tori Gay: 6 p.m., Newbridge Bap-
tist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. 

Aug. 13
Festival of Wisdom & Grace: Aug. 13-16, Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center, 759 N. Lakeshore
Drive, Lake Junaluska. Individuals, couples, small
groups or church leaders in the second half of life
gather for worship, workshops, professional training
and fellowship. www.lakejunaluska.com.
SeniorCelebration: A Celebration in the Psalms: Aug.
13-15, Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove, 1
Porters Cove Road, Asheville. $109-$556. To register
for free seminar plus optional meals, call 828-771-
4800. http://thecove.org/.

Aug. 17
Yard sale: 8 a.m.-noon, Zion Hill Baptist Church, 1008
Newfound Road, Leicester. Benefits senior adult min-
istry.

Aug. 18
August Supper: 5-7 p.m., Calvary Episcopal Church,
2840 Hendersonville Road, Fletcher. $10, $5 age 10
and younger. Fried chicken or baked ham, sides, des-
serts. 828-684-6266.

Aug. 19
MCC Sacred Journey Church open house: 3-5 p.m.,
First Congregational, 1735 Fifth Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Marking eighth year of providing fellowship and
spiritual growth to the LGBTQ community. Refresh-
ments served. RSVP to Beth Mallindine at 828-429-
6280 appreciated but not necessary.

Aug. 27
Guided Spiritual Retreat: Aug. 27-29, Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center. Spiritual directors and
clergy guide you through group centering session,
prayer service and individual spiritual direction ses-
sion while leaving ample time for personal reflection
and renewal. $297 for two nights lodging, program
and retreat booklet. www.lakejunaluska.com/retreats.
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