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BLACK MOUNTAIN (828) 669-5000
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5:30pm TysonFurniture.com

( )

FREE DELIVERY* FREE SETUP FREE REMOVAL
TOWESTERN NORTH CAROLINA *minimum purchase $499

$599$599
Queen Set

High Peaks Firm

FREEMattress Protector
With any Beautyrest purchase this month.
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There is a story found in Matthew 14:22-33 that
may cause us to think for just a few minutes about
water, boats, storms, our doubts and fears and Jesus
as he sometimes points out our mistakes and sins,
but rescues us so many times from ourselves.

From time to time, Jesus will place a call on our
lives to do some uncomfortable, crazy thing just for
him. And just maybe we will attempt doing it because
we want to be like him.

This very familiar story has almost a movie-like
sense. There is a storm, a bad storm, a ghost-like fig-
ure that appears to be walking on the water, a rescue,
and then the storm is over and all are safe.

This is a story that has Jesus as the main charac-
ter, as he calls us to do seemingly ridiculous things,
but he is also the one who proves that he is God and
cares for all of us, even those of us who find ourselves
in a small boat in the middle of a storm.

So we may find ourselves praying something like
this: “Lord Jesus, you have called us to be your dis-
ciples. We are all together in the boat called your
Church. Just as there are those who are needy within
the church, we also realize that often we must step
out of the boat, because it is out in the storms that we
will find others who are hurting.

“It is there we will also find you, at work in the
world. It is not easy being your Church, sometimes
we have doubts and fears. Rescue us from those
thoughts and that kind of life, so that we may be ef-
fective in the work you are doing in us, through us,
and in the world. Amen.”

As the story unfolds, we find Jesus praying on the
mountain while watching his church, his disciples,
struggle in a storm. Jesus walks toward them on the
top of the dark waves and calls Peter to join him. Peter
leaves the boat, but soon gets into trouble; however,
Jesus is there to take care of things.

When Jesus climbs into the boat with them, the
storm stops. The winds are stilled. There is nothing
but perfect silence. Then what do they do? What does
the church do when Jesus comes into our presence?
We worship.

Worship, doxology, praise are the only appropriate
responses to Jesus’ presence with us in the boat,
workplace, school, at home, in our cars, wherever,
and no matter what the weather is like.

When Jesus comes, he most often comes with a
call – a call to the Church and, for many of us, an indi-
vidual call. The call may be for us to get out of the boat
and walk with Jesus in the storm, because it’s in the
storms around us where we will find the people who
need us, the people who are waiting for hope, the
people waiting to hear about Jesus.

Sometimes it is us who struggle in life, and even
the church can find itself in a storm – but we may be
sure Jesus is watching and praying from the moun-
tain. And we may be sure that in our struggles, Jesus
will come to us, walking in the storm, as proof of his
neverending love and his concern for his people.

Maybe the challenges for us can be found in some
of these questions. Are we ready to get into the boat
as true followers of Jesus? Have we made that com-
mitment, or are we hanging around on the shore?
Can we trust Jesus when he calls us into ministry
with him? Do we really want to be like Jesus, espe-
cially, when he carries a cross and walks in storms?

To be like Jesus, we must know what Jesus is like.
Do we know him, or do we just know about him?

Being like Jesus sounds like an impossibility, but
Jesus will never call us to do anything that he knows
is impossible. So he’s called us to be like him. Do we
really want to be like Jesus? Peter did. So much so
that he was willing to jump out of the boat and into a
stormy sea. Are we willing?

If we are, Jesus can work with our willingness and
change us into followers, who are just like him.

This column, which first appeared in 2014, is the
opinion of the Rev. Tim McConnell, assistant pastor
of Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake Ju-
naluska. Reach him at 828-456-3993 or pastor-
timmc.blogspot.com.
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When Jesus
asks you to get
out of the boat

After a conversation with Frank Goldsmith of Car-
olina Jews for Justice, my thoughts were all over the
map of faith, and secularism. It stirred up some long-
fermenting thoughts and questions.

Frank told me a little of his remarkable story, grow-
ing up Methodist and attending a Pres-
byterian college but always feeling a
pull toward Judaism. After graduation,
he attended Quaker meetings for a time
before making the decision to become
“officially” Jewish. 

He explains this emergence from his
family roots not so much as a theolog-
ical decision but as a rational choice to
associate with Judaism and its historic
foundation in family, community and social justice. 

Frank is a member of Congregation Beth Israel in
Asheville which was formerly part of the Conserva-
tive branch of Judaism and now refers to itself as a
“traditional egalitarian synagogue.” 

When Rabbi Justin Goldstein is
away, Frank is one of the congregants
who sometimes leads services or gives
the Saturday morning sermon. He oc-
casionally teaches classes instructing
members how to chant portions of He-
brew scripture.

In his work with Carolina Jews for
Justice, Frank is guided by passages in-
cluding, “Justice, and only justice, you
shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20), “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:17) and one I
took to heart as a chaplain, “[The Lord] has told you, O
mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to
walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). 

Frank’s years as a civil rights lawyer provided op-
portunities to put these ancient words into contem-
porary practice. In his way of thinking, justice is how
we bring about “less suffering” to live out the “golden
rule” taught by many traditions.

Carolina Jews for Justice was founded in 2013 as
both an advocacy and educational organization.
Members take traditional Jewish ethical teachings
and apply them to racial and economic justice, voter
engagement, immigration and sanctuary issues as
well as something they call “inclusive community” —
seeking pragmatic ways for people to move beyond
bigotry, the “phobias” (such as Islamophobia) and ex-
pand interfaith connections.

As the organization states, “We care. We act.” The
commitment is to a faith that “means action, not
merely belief.”

This part of the conversation got me thinking
about two questions that touch on religion itself:
What if faith was more about compassion and justice
than beliefs? And what if we could actually choose
our religion? 

That second question sounds nonsensical because
it’s often assumed that we consciously choose our
faith. But do we?

Raised in a Protestant Christian church, I was
taught only one faith. As a teen, I chose to be con-
firmed as a Protestant Christian because Protestant
Christianity was the only thing on the menu. No sur-
prise that I “chose” it. 

To their credit, some preachers told me the old
analogy: “If you were born in a garage, that doesn’t
make you a car; since you were born in America, or
born in the Church, that doesn’t make you a Chris-
tian.” That made us smile and made some sense. 

What they didn’t tell me was that wherever I was
born, in whatever family I was born into, there is a
world of choices when it comes to faith.

Needless to say, no one in church would have ever
suggested I could choose “none of the above.” 

In her survey of religious history, “Strange Gods: A
Secular History of Conversion,” Susan Jacoby bluntly
writes, “The varieties of religious experience on dis-
play in the American spiritual bazaar are luxury
goods, to be tried on and taken home without obliging
the consumer to incur any of the costs attached to re-
ligious conversion.” 

In other words, we’re spoiled with a kind of Wal-
mart of faith, with too many products, too many
choices. Is that why many simply choose the first
thing they see on the shelf?

Circling back to the first question, what if faith
wasn’t really about beliefs but actions? Frank agreed
that even Jesus seemed more interested in how we
live than what we believe. Like all observant Jews, the
Nazarene rabbi emphasized the ethics of Hebrew tra-
dition, teaching that faith, as originally intended,
calls for: “doing justice, loving kindness, walking
humbly.”

Justice is hard, it takes consistent effort and a life-
time of perseverance. As a chaplain with prisoners in
detention facilities I saw “The System” work at times,
and I saw where it was terribly broken. 

We can imagine what would happen if Carolina
Jews for Justice joined with other religious as well as
secular organizations to “do justice” in NC and across
the land. Carolina Jews for Justice also advocates for
“environmental justice.” Shouldn’t that be a basic
concern for everyone?

Whether we feel it’s a divine duty or an ethical im-
perative, justice just seems right. 

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for nearly 30 years. He is a
teacher, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live
in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com.
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add your
event” to submit details.

Sept. 15
“Conscious Living Conscious Dying” conference: 8:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m., Cathedral of All Souls, 9 Swan St.,
Asheville. Resources to explore traditional and al-
ternative ways of approaching the end of life. $25 or
$40 for two people from a family. Includes breakfast,
lunch. https://allsouls
cathedral.org/Home/LivingDying.

Sept. 16
Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is
Rosalind Buda on bagpipes.

Sept. 22
Loving Our Neighbors-A Night of Songs & Stories
with Cheri Keaggy: 7-9 p.m., Hominy Baptist Church,
135 Candler School Road, Candler. To benefit Habitat
for Humanity, Homeward Bound and HBC Daily Bread.
$10 suggested donation.

Sept. 23
Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is
Kate Steinbeck on flute.

Sept. 27
“Coaching & Healing for the Living & Dying” work-
shop: 6-8 p.m., North Asheville Library, 1030 Merri-
mon Ave. Free. Join Sacred Passage Doula Maggie
Purnell for open and loving conversation about death
and dying. Interactive workshop and lecture focused
on coaching and healing before, during, and after the
dying process. 
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LUKOVA, Czech Republic – A 14th-century church
in the Czech Republic that was once in ruins is getting
a new life from tourists who want to see the eerie visi-
tors from beyond the grave.

In 2012, art student Jakub Hadrava used St.
George’s Church in the village of Lukova as his canvas
for his senior arts thesis. He filled the Catholic
church’s pews with ghostly figures, made from plaster
casts of live models draped in white cloth. The effect
is chilling. He called the work “My Mind.”

Word got out about the “ghost church” of the Czech
Republic and in 2013 a videographer published a styl-
ized YouTube video featuring creepy music and movie
effects. It was a hit and has almost 200,000 views.

Curiosity about the installation has been building,
and there is now a website and mentions on travel
websites. The church is open to the public on Satur-
day afternoons, when around 150 people come to the
“ghosts.”

Petr Koukl, caretaker of the ghost church, says that
most people have a positive reaction to the church’s
ghoulish guests.

But “it’s also true ... we had two or three visitors
that refused to enter,” he said. “They peeked through
the door, but didn’t enter because they didn’t feel well
about it.”

The church fell into disrepair after World War II
when the ethnic German parishioners were expelled

by the Czechs. The church kept deteriorating through
the late 1960s and was abandoned after pieces of the
ceiling began to fall during a funeral.

The church, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) east
of Prague, got a new roof in 2017 mainly from 600,000
koruna ($23,300) in donations that the spooky spec-
ters have brought in by visitors eager to take selfies
and shoot video with them.

A Mass is held annually in April at the ghost church
to celebrate St. George’s Day. Pictures online show the
pews are packed on that day with both the living and
the “dead.”

Czech ‘ghost church’ gets new life from tourism
Adam Pemble and Petr Josek 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

French tourists sit among ghostly figures at
St.George’s Church in the village of Lukova, Czech
Republic. PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP


