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Relish the Charm of Asheville
and the Beauty of Mountainside Living

Ivester Jackson | Blackstream | Christie's presents
TOWN MOUNTAIN PRESERVE

A premier gated community located less than 5 minutes
from Downtown Asheville that also afford the luxuries,
privacy, and natural beauty of mountainside living.

• Estate sized lots on 182 gorgeous mountain acres
• Homesites for sale up to 4 acres
• 42 lots already pending or sold

Open House & Property Tour
Saturday & Sunday 9/8 & 9/9, 1 - 5 PM

Meet at the Sales Center
7 Woodland Aster Way, Asheville, NC 28804

For more information:
TownMountainPreserve.com

Britt Allen
828.450.8116 | Britt@IJBproperties.com

IvesterJacksonBlackstream.com | 828-367-9001AN-0100873541

Jesus said quite a lot about the con-
trast between the darkness of this world
and the light that only he can bring. In
fact, all of scripture reflects in a power-
ful sense the coming of Christ as the
light that drives away the darkness.

In the beginning of creation, we find
the necessity of light before anything
else created in God’s perfect world.
“When God began to create the heavens
and the earth – the earth was without
shape or form, it was dark over the deep
sea, and God’s wind swept over the wa-
ters – God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And
so light appeared. God saw how good
the light was. God separated the light
from the darkness. God named the light
Day and the darkness Night” (Genesis 1:
1-5 CEB).

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
speaks very plainly about our need for
light to guide our path. 

“Then Jesus again spoke to them,
saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he
who follows Me will not walk in the
darkness, but will have the Light of
Life’” (John 8:12, New American Stan-

dard Bible).
“You are the light of the world. A city

set on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew
5:14, New American Standard Bible).

In these two verses we see the invita-
tion Jesus extends to each of us to follow
him out of the darkness and also to
shine his light into the pathways of oth-
ers. We all can be the light so important
to a world that begins in our own family,
our church, community and beyond.

Many of us grew up enthralled with
Hans Christian Andersen’s fascinating
fairy tales such as “The Ugly Duckling,”
“The Little Mermaid,” “The Emperor’s
New Clothes,” “Thumbelina” and “The
Princess and the Pea.” Andersen is cred-
ited with 160 fairy tales, and now histo-
rians say we can add one more.

A historian in Denmark may have
discovered another Andersen story, sig-
nificant because it may be the first the
famous author wrote.

The name of this now-famous first
tale is “The Tallow Candle,” written for
and dedicated to a Madam Bunkenflod,
a close family friend who lived across
the street from the Anderson family.

The story tells of a tallow candle be-
ing born and growing with the brightest
anticipation of the best the world had to
offer. Unfortunately, the candle tried to

find where it could fit and be happy by
surrounding itself with too much of the
world that “cared only about itself.”

Sadly, the candle was mishandled by
those who used it for their own benefit
with no regard for the value of the can-
dle itself. The candle became “com-
pletely covered by the dirt of a sur-
rounding world that had come too close
to its innocence and purity.”

“So, there was the poor Tallow Can-
dle, left alone, at loss at what to do. Re-
jected, it now realized it had been used
to further the wicked, spending its life to
no good end. It just could not determine
why it had been born, or where it be-
longed; why it had been put on this
earth.”

Then the candle met a little flame, a
tinderbox, which came close and lit the
dirty, tallow candle and found that un-
derneath the grime of life was a heart
filled with the purity and the bright ex-
pectations of a new life. Light burst out
all around, planting hope in the candle
and in all those others who waited in
darkness. “The Tallow Candle had
found its right place in life – and shown
that it was a real candle, and went on to
shine for many a year, pleasing itself
and those around.”

Maybe we, too, have feelings much

like the candle, that we have been used
and that we are grimy and rejected by
God Himself and those around us. Life
may not be what we expected it to be
when we started out. But just as the
candle was found by the light from the
tinderbox, the light of God’s love and
forgiveness can find its way into our
worn-out lives.

This short fairly tale just may point
us to the greatest story of all, the story
John writes about in 1:4-5. Jesus, the
Word, brought life to all of us through
the shining of his light into our dark-
ness, and the darkness is not strong
enough to extinguish the light. Just as
the tinderbox changed the tallow can-
dle, the Advent light of Jesus can
change each of us bringing light.

“Let your light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven. nor does anyone light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house“ (Matthew 5:14-16, New
American Standard).

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

Jesus gave us the ‘Light of Life,’ let your light shine

“The candlestick set in a low place
has given light as faithfully, where it was
needed, as that upon the hill.” 

This line is from the enlightened in-
tellect of Margaret Fuller (1810-1850) in
her groundbreaking book from 1845,
“Woman in the Nineteenth Century.”
Fuller’s writing lit a fire for early reform-
ers even before the historic Seneca Falls
conference on women’s rights. She has
been called “the mother of the women’s
rights movement in America.” Her voice
deserves to be heard today for its re-
sounding relevance.

Margaret Fuller was from Cambrid-
geport, Massachusetts, and grew up in a
house full of books. Her father, Timothy,
a lawyer, politician and son of a pastor,
taught her at home, where she learned
Latin and Greek and studied French and
Italian and became fluent in German. 

Yet it was in her mother’s garden
where she spent “the best hours of my
lonely childhood.” Her highest desire
was to grow into the “fair and flower-like
nature” of her mother.

In her 20s Margaret taught school in
Boston and Providence before agreeing
to edit the Dial — a kind of Transcen-
dentalist gospel — with her friend Ralph
Waldo Emerson. She also translated
German texts and led a group of women
in a series of dialogues and presenta-
tions she called “Conversations.” 

In 1844 she published her reflections
on a journey to the Great Lakes (“Sum-
mer on the Lakes”) and moved to New
York City, where she became an editor
and writer for the New York Daily Tri-
bune. 

In 1846, Margaret became a foreign
correspondent, traveling through Eng-
land and France before settling in Italy.
She filed articles throughout the Italian

revolution until sailing for America in
1850. Margaret, her husband and infant
son died when the ship went down just
off shore from New York. She was only
40.

This background is important be-
cause it provides some clue to Fuller’s
views on the world and religious beliefs
that never had the chance to develop
fully. With a teacher for a mother, a law-
yer for a father and a pastor for a grand-
father, Margaret’s upbringing was
steeped in books that prepared her for a
rich intellectual journey. Her career in
teaching, writing, translating and edit-
ing shaped her wide and creative per-
spective.

Her views that “man and woman …
are the two halves of one thought,” that
“all men and women are born free and
equal,” and that both women and men
need to break out of their cultural
“sphere” are often based on her under-
standing of God’s original intent. Like
many freethinkers, Fuller took faith se-
riously, while free to question and criti-
cize restrictive traditions.

In the face of inequalities toward
women she states, “We would have ev-
ery arbitrary barrier thrown down. We
would have every path laid open to
woman as freely as to man.” If this hap-
pened, Fuller says, “We believe the di-
vine energy would pervade nature to a
degree unknown in [history]” and that a
“ravishing harmony of the spheres
would ensue.”

One of the highest and hardest barri-
ers used by men to keep women in a
lesser, subordinate position is religion. 

Fuller describes Greek gods and god-
desses in pairs, female and male, “equal
in beauty, strength and calmness.” A
“harmony” between the assigned
“spheres” of female and male will only
be possible, she wrote, when women
“have the time to think, and no tradi-
tions chain them.” 

For Fuller, “There is no reason why
[women] should not discover that the

secrets of nature are open, the revela-
tions of the spirit waiting for whoever
will seek them.”

Her pen becomes a bright candle as
she poetically writes, “When the mind is
once awakened to this consciousness, it
will not be restrained by the habits of
the past, but fly to seek the seeds of a
heavenly future.”

She isn’t calling for an otherworldly
faith but a very grounded awakening of
reason that will plant the seeds of a
more inclusive future.

Again, in “Woman of the Nineteenth
Century,” she touches the heart of her
meaning: “Wherever religion (I mean
the thirst for truth and good, not the love

of sect and dogma) had its course, the
original design was apprehended in its
simplicity.”

Margaret Fuller was a great mind
who lived her religion by thirsting for
truth and good with a profound faith
that lit a candle for equality and harmo-
ny.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com. His new book, “A Free-
thinker’s Gospel,” is available from Pis-
gah Press.

Margaret Fuller’s thirst for truth and good still inspires
Highland Views
Chris Highland
Columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Nov. 3
An Evening with Kate Bowler: 7-8:30
p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 40
Church St., Asheville. Bowler is bestsell-
ing author of “Everything Happens for a
Reason (And Other Lies I’ve Loved).”
$10. 828-253-1431 or www.event-
brite.com/e/an-evening-with- kate-
bowler-tickets-50368606859?aff=
ebdssbdestsearch.
Juried Art & Craft Festival: 9 a.m.-3
p.m., First United Methodist Church,
Hendersonville. About 40 artists and
craftsmen. Lunch available.
www.fumchvlnc.org or call 828-693-
4275.

Nov. 4
Montmorenci homecoming service: 11
a.m. Nov. 4, Montmorenci United Meth-
odist Church, 89 Old Candler Town
Road, Candler. Service to honor former
members. Followed by lunch. Bring a

dish to share. 828-667-1211.
Song Fest: 6 p.m., WNC Baptist Fellow-
ship Church, 240 Haywood St., Ashe-
ville. Choirs, groups, soloists, praise
dancers. 828-776-1721.

Nov. 12
Flat Rock/Hendersonville PFLAG chap-
ter invites faith groups to be a part of
the effort to help transgender persons
feel more accepted in this community.
7-8:30 p.m. at Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 900 Blythe St., Hendersonville.
Our transgender neighbors are looking
for affirming faith communities where
they are fully welcomed.
“The Power of a Transformed Life” with
Joe Stowell: Nov. 12-14, Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. Delve into the
stories of Joseph, Ruth, Daniel, and
God’s own Son. www.thecove.org.

Nov. 13
Passion Worship Nights: 7-10 p.m.,
Biltmore Church, 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den. $25, $40 Deluxe, $20 Friends &
Family. Music from Passion and teaching
from Louie Giglio along with two-time
Grammy nominee Travis Greene.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Rev. Tim McConnell
Devotional

Columnist


