r, and
-

medications can be subject to high
blood pressure and high temperatures

Native American in me.” But he said he
subscribes to a form of Native Ameri-
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door, Hupp said. But once they drink, it
all makes sense.
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Standing in the shadow COURTESY OF
CHRIS HIGHLAND

Spring
Continued from Page 2D

experience, and tradition has to be reestablished. Scripture can not be reimagined to fit present experience and
context, or the current cultural and societal viewpoints and living styles.”
Refine Our Theology - “We no longer
embrace a clear theological core and
identity. We have mixed the essentials
of faith with non-essentials, resulting
in theological pluralism. We need to get
back the kind of faith that changes the
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needs as much as blankets, bus tickets
and bags of clothes.
This consideration of “one step
back” leadership wouldn’t be complete
without a bow to my old friend, Bob. He
was the tie-dye-guy who became the
thread through all my years of chaplaincy (Bob loves to wear a tie-dye shirt
and colorful knit cap). We could always
count on Bob to compose a poem to
read in a gathering or bring a donated

heart, where social holiness is connected to personal holiness. We need once
more to focus on personal transformation that allows us to love perfectly.”
Reform Our Systems - “There is simply no need for much of our institutional bureaucracy. The system and structure of our denomination was developed for a by-gone era, but it continues
to be propped up instead of reformed
and right sized. Furthermore, we have
often organized the Holy Spirit right
out of our movement.”
So, there is hope, there is the promise of spring, reform, renewal, and resurrection within the present church

bouquet to a memorial.
I was known as “The Chaplain,” the
leader, but Suzanne, Robert, Rosie, Liz
and Bob were chaplains too, and sometimes more effective.
In significant ways, I was following
their compassionate steps among “our
people” outside.
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Asheville. Learn
more at chighland.com.

structure, or outside. God is the same
now, throughout history, and into eternity. He calls us to be faithful to the
mission and purpose of his Son, Jesus,
no matter what happens around us.
Maybe we need to look very closely at
these four pathways as we find our way
back to being the church Christ intended.
This column is the opinion of the
Rev. Tim McConnell, assistant pastor
of Long's Chapel United Methodist
Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him
at 828-456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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