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Arts & Crafts Shows
Antiques
1895-1939

New Artisan
Works

Grove Park Inn
Friday 1-6
Saturday 12-6
Sunday 11-4
$10 for all 3 days.

Free Parking
110 Exhibitors
Silent Auction
Demonstrations

Bruce Johnson
(828) 628-1915

Arts-CraftsConference.com
Bring this ad for half
off one admission.
AN-GCI0130694-05

Becoming a granddaddy has turned
my world upside. I have done things
and said things in response to my
grandchildren that I never thought I
would be doing or saying! They have
taught me so much about God, grace,
forgiveness, the priority of being pre-
sent, and about myself, than I have
learned in all my prior years of living
and studying. They have, in their inno-
cence, taught me that all people have
worth, and have a God who loves them,
and Jesus who died for them.

My grandchildren have taught me
that God loves each of us even when we
are imperfect, even when we make mis-
takes; that John 3:16 is really true. I have
found some quotations from one of my
favorite theologians and spiritual he-
roes, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer
was a Lutheran priest caught up in the
Nazi reign of terror, imprisoned, and
hanged just as World War II ended.

Bonhoeffer writes, “God loves hu-
man beings. God loves the world. Not
an ideal human, but human beings as
they are; not an ideal world, but the real
world. What we find repulsive in their
opposition to God, what we shrink back
from with pain and hostility ... this is for
God the ground of unfathomable love.”
(“A Year With Dietrich Bonhoeffer”)

My grandchildren have caused me to
understand that the gift of listening is
so important to them and to me. I real-
ize I cannot love them fully until I am
determined to listen to what they are
communicating to me. Listening re-
flects love and the desire to be intimate.
Bonhoeffer connects our listening to
others with how well we listen to God.

“The first service one owes to others
in a community involves listening to
them. Just as our love for God begins
with listening to God’s Word, the begin-
ning of love for others is learning to lis-
ten to them. God’s love for us is shown
by the fact that God not only gives God’s

Word but also lends us God’s ear. We do
God’s work for our brothers and sisters
when we learn to listen to them." (“Life
Together: The Classic Exploration of
Christian Community”)

Early in Jesus’ ministry he visited
the synagogue in his boyhood home of
Nazareth. There Jesus read from the
book of Isaiah a description of the mis-
sion which had been placed on him by
God, his Father. Jesus read, “The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because the
Lord has anointed me. He has sent me
to preach good news to the poor, to pro-
claim release to the prisoners, and re-
covery of sight to the blind, to liberate
the oppressed…” ( Luke 4:18 CEB)

Evangelist Tony Campolo tells the
following story concerning our rela-
tionship with people from all walks of
life as we reflect Jesus.

Tony writes, “I was walking down
Chestnut Street in Philadelphia when I
spotted a filthy ragged bum with a huge
beard that had rotted food stuck in it.
He spotted me and offered me some of
his coffee from the cup he held. I knew I
should be polite, so I took some. I asked
the man why he was giving away his
coffee, and he answered that the coffee
was really good that morning, and
when God gives you something good it
needs to be shared with others.”

Tony thought, he is setting me up.
He’s going to ask me for money. But To-
ny asked him anyway, “Is there any-
thing I can give you in return?” The man
said, “Yeah, you can give me a hug.” To-
ny said later, “I would have preferred
giving the money.”

Tony continued, “He put his arms
around me. I put my arms around him.
And I realized something. He wasn’t go-
ing to let me go. He was holding on to
me very tightly. Here I am an establish-
ment guy, and this bum is hanging on to
me. He’s hugging me. He’s not going to
let me go. People are passing by us on
the street. They’re staring at me. I’m
embarrassed. But little by little my em-
barrassment turns to awe.”

“I heard a voice echoing down the
corridors of time saying, I was hungry.
Did you feed me? I was naked. Did you
clothe me? I was sick. Did you care for

me? I was the bum you met on Chestnut
Street. Did you hug me? For if you did it
to the least of these, my brothers and
sisters, you did it to me. And if you
failed to do it to the least of these, my
brothers and sisters, you failed to do it
to me.”

Jesus told a parable about a man get-
ting beat up and left to die. Two differ-
ent people passed by but did not help
the man. Finally, the Samaritan came
by and took care of the injured man.
Then Jesus asked, “Who was the real
neighbor to the poor man?” The answer
was, “The one who showed mercy.” Je-
sus’ response was, “Go, and do like-
wise.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes in “God Is
In the Manger.” “Jesus stands at the
door knocking (Rev. 3:20). In total reali-
ty, he comes in the form of the beggar, of
the dissolute human child in ragged
clothes, asking for help. He confronts
you in every person that you meet. As
long as there are people, Christ will
walk the earth as your neighbor, as the
one through whom God calls you,
speaks to you, makes demands on you.
That is the great seriousness and great
blessedness of the Advent message.
Christ is standing at the door; he lives in
the form of a human being among us.”

So, I have learned much from my
grandchildren even as they do not real-
ize they are teaching. I have learned
much from the quotes of godly people.
However, the greatest lessons learned
come from listening to the voice of the
Holy Spirit; from the God who is God for
all people. Are we willing to love our
neighbor, to embrace the unlovable,
and to listen with a willing heart? Are
we willing to allow God to pour his di-
vine love into our lives so that all this is
possible?

There are those who need much
help, and then there are those who just
need a hug. “Let’s go and do likewise.”

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot-
.com.

The God for all people
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

In his new translation of the Hebrew
Bible, completed after two decades of
work, Robert Alter presents a refresh-
ingly novel understanding of “soul,” as
this article explains (“A New Hebrew Bi-
ble,” New York Times, December 20,
2018):

“The problem with this “soul,” for Al-
ter, is its Christian connotations of an
incorporeal and immortal being, the
dualism of the soul apart from the body.
Nefesh, to the contrary, suggests the
material, mortal parts, the things that
make us alive on this earth. The body …
that Hebrew word, nefesh, can mean
many things. It can be ‘breath’ or ‘life-
breath.’ It can mean ‘throat’ or ‘neck’ or
‘gullet.’ Sometimes it can suggest
‘blood.’ It can mean ‘person’ or even a
‘dead person,’ ‘corpse.’ Or it can be ‘ap-
petite’ or something more general: ‘life’
or even ‘the essential self.’ But it’s not
quite ‘soul.’”

I immediately connected this with
Walt Whitman’s proclamation: “The
soul is not more than the body and the
body is not more than the soul” (Song of
Myself, 48).

As with many words used by reli-
gious folks, “soul” can mean just about
anything anybody thinks it means. In
my way of thinking, dividing the hu-
man person into mind/body/soul/spirit
can be interesting but ultimately we
need to put ourselves back together. I
suspect, like Humpty Dumpty, we’ll
have a pretty hard time doing that, giv-
en centuries of cracking the in-dividual
(the undivided person) into neat divi-
sions.

Yet, couldn’t our deepest emotions
and highest feelings of exhilaration be
called “soul”?

The NYT reporter asked Alter,
“(Doesn’t) ‘soul’ help dramatize (some
of the Bible’s) intense emotion? I men-
tioned another instance of the word ne-
fesh, the terrifyingly evocative line
from the King James’ translation of
Psalm 69: “For the waters are come in
unto my soul.”

“Oh, yes,” Alter said, with a smile.
“That one does have a certain emotion-
al resonance to it. But it’s not what the

poet had in mind. And, I would add that
the line ‘for the waters have come up to
my neck’ ... is also rather dramatic.”

We have a flair for the dramatic, pre-
ferring the strange and mysterious to
the normal and commonplace. As I of-
ten say, Nature and our earthly life just
doesn’t seem to be enough for many
people. I enjoy a good mystery as much
as anyone. My wife and I like to watch
“Inspector Lewis,” “Elementary,” “Fa-
ther Brown” and other mystery shows.
Investigating clues and searching for
the truth is fascinating. We’re not as in-
terested in the “paranormal” stuff. 

Whitman took his sense of soul a
huge step further: “And no one, not God,
is greater to one than one’s self is.” 

Which brings us to our “selves.” I’m
not a psychologist (one who studies the
psyche — the human person) but I’m
not sure it really helps us to chop our-
selves into selves, souls, persons. The
dictionary can’t help too much when it
comes to the “self”: “a person's essen-
tial being that distinguishes them from
others.” 

Are we left with “I am” and “You
are”? Maybe so.

In Hindu belief, each “self” is a part
of the great, eternal “Self.” We are small
gods in the Big God. I don’t see this as
much different than the notion in Jesus’
prayer (John 17) when he asks his divine
Parent that his disciples “may be one as
we are one.” This suggests something
more than a Trinity — perhaps a Quad-
rangle that includes humans?

The “Queen of Soul,” Aretha Frank-
lin, sang her powerful anthem for “Re-
spect” as a woman, a black woman, a
person. She, along with many others,
might say there’s something spiritual
about that, but it’s a demand for per-
sonal respect before anything else. 

Yet, that’s quite different from the
“soul” faith traditions talk about. That
soul can be “lost” and “saved,” “healed”
or “enlightened.” The religious “soul”

can always change and move. “Her soul
went to heaven” or “He sold his soul” or
“They are good faithful souls.”

Definitions of “soul” range from “the
spiritual or immaterial part of a human
being or animal, regarded as immortal”
to common usages like “in the depths of
my soul” or “I’ll never tell a soul.”

The word “spirit” further compli-
cates the jigsaw puzzle of personhood.

But don’t ask anyone to explain how
soul and spirit are distinct. That’s be-
cause no one knows, and if they say
they know, we can be sure they don’t.
Hebrew words for soul and spirit are
different as they are in Greek, and Eng-
lish. All of these, in my view, are guess-
es because we so desperately want to
understand ourselves — to take us
apart and put us neatly back together. A
nice idea.

I guess I’m not much of a soul man. 
Chris Highland served as a Protes-

tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Learn more at chighland.com. 

What is the soul, if there is one?
Highland Views
Chris Highland
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COURTESY OF CHRIS HIGHLAND

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event”
to submit details.

Feb. 16
YOUNique workshop: 9:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Grace Lutheran Church, 1245
Sixth Ave. W., Hendersonville. To en-
courage happier, healthier people. A
comprehensive exploration of you and
your personality attributes on five
levels. Free and lunch provided.
http://bit.ly/YOUNique02 or or call
Karen-Eve Pfotzer at 828-388-0247,
ext. 316.

Feb. 17
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Musician is guitarist Robin Bullock.
Black Awareness Service: 11 a.m.,
WNC Baptist Fellowship, 240 Haywood
St., Asheville. Speaker is Mrs. Keshea
McDay.
Ethical Humanist Society: 2-3:30
p.m., Friends Meeting House 227 Ed-
gewood Road, Asheville. Topic is “Can
You Trust The Media? Ethics, Consum-
erism & Democracy” by Cynthia Berry-
man-Fink. Informal discussion and
refreshments follow presentation.
Organist Marilyn Keiser: 3 p.m., First
United Methodist Church, 325 N.
Broad St., Brevard. Free.

Feb. 19
JLI Class: Crime and Consequence:
7-8:30 p.m. Feb. 19 and 26 and 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Feb. 20 and 27, The
Chabad House of Asheville, 127 Mc-
Dowell St. $95. Exploring 3,000 years
of Jewish perspective on conviction,
sentencing, and criminal rehabilita-
tion. www.chabadasheville.org/
templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/
4085108/jewish/Crime-
Consequence.htm.

Feb. 24
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Musician is Finn Magill on fiddle.

March 1
Edward “Ned” Tipton organ/piano
recital: 7 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. Or-
gan music of Handel, Mendelssohn,
Sowerby, Bach, and Durufle; piano
music of Vaughan Williams and Debus-
sy. Free.
Bill Gaither & Gaither Vocal Band: 7
p.m., Thomas Wolfe Auditorium, Hay-
wood Street, Asheville. Visit
www.gaither.com or www.premierpro-
ductions.com. To charge tickets by
phone call 1-800-745-3000. 
Southern Regional Gospel Music Con-
vention: 6 p.m. March 1, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. March 2, and The Singing Echoes
at 6 p.m. March 2, Morningside Baptist
Church, 14 Mineral Springs Road,
Asheville. Free but donations accept-
ed. 828-356-4146.

March 10
Marriage Enrichment Retreat: March
10-12, Lake Junaluska Conference &
Retreat Center, 759 N. Lakeshore
Drive, Haywood County. “Created for
Connection” combines modern in-
sights about love and bonding with
the deep wisdom of Christian tradi-
tion. $669. Lodging and dining re-
quired for participants. 
www.lakejunaluska.com/events/
marriage.

RELIGION CALENDAR


