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There is a tendency among most of us
to deflect criticism and blame away
from ourselves and toward others, or
maybe toward a circumstance or situa-
tion. We learn to make excuses for our-
selves at a very young age. I remember
the many times as I grew up, immedi-
ately pointing my finger at another per-
son or circumstance when caught in a
misbehavior. I recall the same “blame
game” with my children and grandchil-
dren. But this is not some new social
game that children play. We find this has
been going on with all of us, even with
the first humans, as we find in the story
of Adam and Eve. 

When confronted with questions
about our response to something, or be-
havior about something, many times we
immediately look around for someone
or something to blame. We even blame
the devil. “The devil made me do it” may
be an excuse that comes often to our
minds when we commit sins and make
human blunders.

Just what is this kind of thinking all

about? What is the origin of this “I’m not
responsible” attitude? I believe we can
go back to the Garden of Eden and find
the first two people created doing exact-
ly what we are talking about. In Genesis
2 and 3 we find Eve blaming the serpent,
Adam blaming Eve, and Adam even
blaming God for their disobedience by
eating the forbidden fruit. “The man
said, ‘The woman you gave me, she gave
me some fruit from the tree, and I ate.’”
(Genesis 3:12, CEB)

But if we look at this first sin commit-
ted in a perfect world by perfect people,
we find something else going on that is
more subtle and less obvious than out-
right disobedience. If we look closely
underneath the temptation of being dis-
obedient, we find another temptation;
the temptation of doubting who God is.
Will he keep his word to me and my fam-
ily, does he mean what he says? The
temptation of doubt.

In the opening verses of Genesis 3,
the devil introduces doubt into Eve’s
thinking by asking her, “Did God really
say, ‘You must not eat of any tree in the
garden’? Maybe you just misunderstood
him.” And Eve answered the serpent,
“Well, God did say we could eat fruit
from the trees in the garden, just not
from the one in the middle of the gar-
den. And if we touch it, we will die.”

That’s Eve’s first mistake; trying to ne-
gotiate with the devil. She got into trou-
ble by holding a conversation with him.
We see the doubt beginning to work in
Eve’s mind as she hears the serpent say,
“What God told you is a lie, you will not
die. It is just that God knows that if you
eat of this tree your spiritual eyes will be
opened and you will be like him. You will
not only know the good in this world,
but you will know all about evil. You will
know everything, just like God. Howev-
er, God does not want that to happen,
because then there would be no need for
God in this world and in your life. So, you
really need to depend yourself because
God is not who he says he is.”

The temptation was not the sin, but
the sin began with the temptation. The
seed of doubt was planted, the thinking
about it and reasoning, should I or
should I not? She looked at the fruit and
it looked so good, then the temptation
turned into sin as she ate. Sin can be so
“good looking,” so attractive, and temp-
tation is so deceiving. Eve was never
told to disobey God but was told that she
would be better off if she followed her
own choices, besides there would be no
consequences.

The devil was involved but he did not
make her do it. She had a choice just as
Adam did, and as we do. The devil has

been tempting people ever since, sow-
ing seeds of doubt in the minds of peo-
ple— saying those same words spoken
to Eve so long ago, “God is not who he
says he is, he cannot carry out his prom-
ises, so you must rely on yourself.”

Just how can we resist the tempta-
tion of doubt and the many others
which will come our way each day? Paul
writes in Ephesians 6 about putting on
the armor of God. An active prayer life,
daily reading and studying scripture,
surrounding ourselves with other disci-
ples, and finding someone with whom
you can be accountable for your faith
walk are all pieces of that armor.

And the most significant part of the
armor of protection against the tempta-
tions of the devil is the presence of
Christ himself in our daily walk. A.W.
Tozer explains that God’s presence is
everywhere and always around us.
However, it is his “manifest presence”
that fills us and crowds out temptation.
God’s manifest presence in our lives
comes only by prayer and invitation. Do
we invite him each day to walk with us
and fill us with his holy presence?

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.
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While driving on the UNCA campus,
I saw a student walking with her eyes
gazing down at something in her hands.
Take a guess. Wrong. I was too. She was
… reading a book. That’s right, a book.
Not texting; not talking on a phone; not
staring at a screen—reading a real book.

I’d give her an “A,” no matter what
she was reading.

As for books, I’ve been reading two:
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” (1852) and the
“Life and Times of Frederick Douglass”
(1893). Both works were highly contro-
versial in their day, shaking the con-
science of the nation.

The great orator and writer, Freder-
ick Douglass, mastered the art of telling
the horrific story of slavery in words
that shock the emotions while stirring
the mind.

As a young slave in Baltimore he was
intrigued by the power of the printed
word.

“The frequent hearing of my mis-
tress reading the Bible aloud … awak-
ened my curiosity in respect to this
mystery of reading, and roused in me
the desire to learn.”

Mrs. Auld began to teach him to read
the Bible but when her husband learned
of it, he put a stop to the lessons, sternly
reminding his wife of “the true philoso-
phy of the slave system.” “If he learns to
read the Bible it will forever unfit him to
be a slave. … If you teach him how to
read, he’ll want to know how to write,
and this accomplished, he’ll be running
away with himself.”

Douglass felt his master “clearly
comprehended” the nature of slave-
holder and slave. The unintended con-
sequence of the master’s cold-hearted
lecture was an awakening for Frederick.
It was a “new revelation” to recognize
that “knowledge unfits a child to be a
slave.”

“From that moment I understood the
direct pathway from slavery to free-
dom.” Douglass reflects that his mas-
ter’s determination “to keep me in igno-
rance only rendered me the more reso-
lute to seek intelligence.”

The rest, as they say, is history, and

it’s the history of one man who escaped
chattel slavery to tell the story of libera-
tion through education and self-deter-
mination.

While reading Douglass’ dramatic
narrative I was making my way through
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s evocative
book, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” First print-
ed in serial form on the pages of an abo-
litionist newspaper in 1851 (10 years be-
fore the Civil War) the book itself was
published in 1852. It sold 10,000 copies
in the first week, 300,000 copies in the
first year and over a million copies in
Great Britain. The Bible was the only
book to outsell “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in
the whole of the 19th century.

Stowe was the daughter of a brilliant
mother and a popular minister. Most of
her brothers became influential
preachers. Harriet was steeped in anti-
slavery religion from a young age which
inspired her to write her famous novel.
Her religious beliefs drive the narrative.

The main character, Tom, is literally
“sold down the river,” taken from his
family in Kentucky to a plantation near
New Orleans. His strong faith not only
sustains him through the brutality of
his experiences but kindles his fervent
desire to see everyone, slave and slaver,
become Christians. 

As with young Douglass, Tom and
his fellow slaves didn’t have books be-
cause they couldn’t read. The only book
they had read to them was the Bible.
Tom learned to read short passages of
the Bible with help from young master
George in Kentucky and then Tom
quotes scripture throughout the novel. 

The cruel irony in Uncle Tom’s Cabin
is that the main character earnestly

prays to be reunited with his family,
only to be killed by a heartless master.
Tom becomes a Christ-figure, inspiring
others to convert. His old master
George lectures the slaves he was free-
ing, encouraging them to think of their
freedom and faith each time they pass
by the cabin.

Calling someone an “Uncle Tom” re-
fers to the mentality that accepts and
endures one’s servitude as God’s will.
Christian teaching and biblical preach-
ing often supported that thinking.

The Fugitive Slave Law was enacted
just before Stowe published her popu-
lar novel. In the newspaper where se-
lections from her book first appeared I
noticed an editorial boldly criticizing
the capture of runaway slaves. The edi-
tor uses biblical examples to address
the issue. I thought one example was an
excellent rebuke to those who com-
monly used the Bible to condone slav-
ery. Presenting Pharoah as a slavehold-
er and Moses as an escaped slave, he
raises the pertinent question: Should
Moses have been captured and re-
turned? 

What if Tom had learned to read like
Frederick, if there had been a library in
his cabin?

What would happen to ignorance,
injustice and hate, if all people were
free and encouraged to read and think
for themselves?

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more
at chighland.com. 

If Uncle Tom’s Cabin had a library
Highland Views
Chris Highland
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Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

Feb. 24

Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Musician is Finn Magill on fiddle.
“Standing on the Shoulders of Our
Ancestors!” service: 4 p.m., St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church, 170 Fayette-
ville St., Asheville. Speaker is the Rev.
Brent La Prince Edwards. 828-242-
8499.

Feb. 26

JLI Class: Crime and Consequence:
7-8:30 p.m. Feb. 26 and 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Feb. 27, The Chabad House of
Asheville, 127 McDowell St. $95. Explor-
ing 3,000 years of Jewish perspective
on conviction, sentencing, and criminal
rehabilitation. Also March 5-6.
www.chabadasheville.org/templates/
articlecco_cdo/aid/4085108/jewish/
Crime-Consequence.htm.

March 1

Edward “Ned” Tipton organ/piano
recital: 7 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church,
60 Church St., Asheville. Organ music of
Handel, Mendelssohn, Sowerby, Bach,
and Durufle; piano music of Vaughan

Williams and Debussy. Free.
Bill Gaither & Gaither Vocal Band: 7
p.m., Thomas Wolfe Auditorium, Hay-
wood Street, Asheville. Visit
www.gaither.com or www.premierpro-
ductions.com. To charge tickets by
phone call 1-800-745-3000. 
Southern Regional Gospel Music Con-
vention: 6 p.m. March 1, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
March 2, and The Singing Echoes at 6
p.m. March 2, Morningside Baptist
Church, 14 Mineral Springs Road, Ashe-
ville. Free but donations accepted.
828-356-4146.

March 10

Marriage Enrichment Retreat: March
10-12, Lake Junaluska Conference &
Retreat Center, 759 N. Lakeshore Drive,

Haywood County. “Created for Connec-
tion” combines modern insights about
love and bonding with the deep wisdom
of Christian tradition. $669. Lodging
and dining required for participants.
www.lakejunaluska.com/events/
marriage.

March 11

Mud Creek Missionary Baptist Associa-
tion: District III business meeting and
training at New Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 500 S. French Broad Ave.,
Asheville. 828-254-8261.
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Kentucky bishop says Covington
students were not instigators

COVINGTON, Ky. – A Kentucky dio-
cese investigation has determined
Catholic school boys didn’t instigate a
confrontation at the Lincoln Memorial
that went viral on social media.

Covington Bishop Roger Foys initia-
lly condemned the students’ behavior
after a video showed one teenager
face-to-face with a Native American
man. Days later, Foys apologized for
“making a statement prematurely.”

The students were in Washington
for an anti-abortion rally last month
when they encountered a group of
black street preachers who were
shouting insults at both them and a
group of Native Americans. The bish-
op now says the students “were placed
in a situation that was at once bizarre
and even threatening.”

Both the Native American man, Na-
than Phillips, and the Covington stu-
dent shown in the video said they were
attempting to defuse the situation.

Mormon church opposes plan to
increase alcohol in Utah beer

SALT LAKE CITY – The Mormon
church has come out against a propos-
al to allow more alcohol in Utah beer, a
position that could hurt the state’s
chances of joining most of the country
in shedding low alcohol limits.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints opposes the 50-percent
increase that would allow standard,
production-line beers in grocery stores
and on tap, church lobbyist Marty Ste-
phens said Monday.

The change would increase alcohol
limits from 3.2 to 4.8 percent.

The opposition isn’t surprising from
the faith that teaches abstinence from
alcohol, Republican bill sponsor Sen.
Jerry Stevenson said. It’s not yet clear
how it might affect the proposal’s
chances of passing, he said.

The church’s positions can hold se-
rious sway in the state where nearly
two-thirds of the population and close
to 90 percent of lawmakers are mem-
bers.

The proposal unanimously passed a
committee vote last week, though
there was pushback from substance-
abuse counselors and conservative
groups worried about kids possibly
getting stronger beer. 
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