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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event”
to submit details.

March 30

How to Live: Lessons from the Jata-
kas: 3 p.m., Urban Dharma, 77 W.
Walnut St., Asheville. Donations ac-
cepted. The Jataka Tales are a col-
lection of stories relating the past
lifetimes of the historical Buddha
Shakyamuni. 

March 31

Celtic service: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St.,
Asheville. Guest musician is guitarist
Andy Jurik.
Fifth Sunday Singing with Forever His
Quartet: 6 p.m., Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. 

April 3

GriefShare Ministry: 5 p.m. Tuesdays
to June 4, Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Biblical,
Christ-centered, compassionate
meetings to help hurting people cope
with grief. Call 828-254-7262 to regis-
ter.

April 5

Stations of the Cross: 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church
St., Asheville. Follow Jesus’ journey to
the cross.
http://www.trinityasheville.org/.

April 6

Martin Luther High School Concert
Choir Tour: 7 p.m. April 6, 8:30 a.m.
April 7, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 51
Wilburn Place, Asheville. Free. 828-
252-1795 or
www.emmanuellutheran.info.

April 7

Writers Forum: 9-10:15 a.m., First
Congregational United Church of
Christ, 1735 Fifth Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Honors our many writers, mem-
bers and friends of our church by giv-
ing them a chance to read aloud from
their works. If you would like to read,
call Rand Bishop at 828-697-0090 or
email randbishop33@gmail.com. 

April 10

Choirs of Grace presents “Requiem”
by Gabriel Fauré: 6 p.m., Grace Lu-
theran Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. 828-693-4890. 

April 11

Making Meaningful Change-How
God’s Love Can Change Your Life and
the World: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Jubilee!
Community Church, 46 Wall St., Ashe-
ville. Free talk by Mark McCurties.
Sponsored by First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Asheville. 828-252-3391 or
www.christianscienceasheville.com.

April 12

Yard sale: 8 a.m.-noon April 12-13,
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 1008 New-
found Road, Leicester. Proceeds bene-
fit senior adults ministry.

April 14

Cantata “At The Cross”: During 11
a.m. service, Victory Baptist Church,
80 Olivette Road, Asheville (Erwin Hills
community). 

April 19

Cross Walk and Good Friday service:
11 a.m., First United Methodist
Church, 204 Sixth Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. One-mile community walk with
the cross through downtown Hen-
dersonville. Open to all, including
families with children. Reception at 10
a.m. with hot cross buns. Followed by
Good Friday service at noon. 828-693-
4275 or www.fumchvlnc.org.

April 27

Spring Tea Party: 2 p.m., Mills River
Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. $12. Teas,
savories, sweets, door prizes, enter-
tainment. Call Kathy Ziprik at 828-890-
8065 for tickets.

RELIGION CALENDAR

“Blessed is the light in the world.
Blessed is the light in people. Blessed is
the light of Shabbat.” (Humanistic Sab-
bath blessing)

Light plays an important role in reli-
gion. In the Abrahamic faiths we hear
from beginning to end “Let there be
light” and “the Lord will be the Light.” In
the Society of Friends (Quakers) each
person holds an “inner light” and Bud-
dhists teach the path to “enlighten-
ment.” In the secular community, we
speak of the “light of reason” or the his-
torical Enlightenment.

In a conversation with Rabbi Adam
Chalom, he recited the blessing quoted
above, repeated each week in his sec-
ular congregation near Chicago, Kol Ha-
dash Humanistic Congregation. I asked
him what that light means. He laughed,
explaining the light as enlightenment,
inspiration, hope. Something we all
might consider a “blessing.”

I spoke with Rabbi Chalom after
learning he will be the scholar in resi-
dence May 17-19 at the Jewish Secular
Community of Asheville. He will be ad-
dressing the “balance of tradition and
freedom.” How to engage with tradition
while “living our values with integrity.”
As he said to me, “We have both roots
and choice.” 

As the JSCA website announces,
“The program will interest, excite and
educate anyone-Jewish or not-who is
looking to learn more and engage in a
lively discussion about Judaism in gen-
eral or organized Secular Humanistic
Judaism.”

We discussed what a humanistic
community looks like (Humanistic Ju-
daism was founded by Rabbi Sherwin
Wine in 1963. Rabbi Chalom was raised
in Birmingham Temple, the first Hu-
manistic Jewish congregation, located
in suburban Detroit). They seek to be
creative with the use of language. Poet-
ry is helpful especially since “the God
metaphor doesn’t work” in that setting.
There is a “continuity with the past yet
we have to find our own words” that
speak to our contemporary experience.

He said the term “spirituality” is one
example. He asked a group if they use
that word. About half raised their
hands. The other half said they didn’t
like it. Then he asked those who like the
word to describe their “spiritual” expe-
riences. The other half of the group said
they felt some of the same things with-
out using the religious term.

In response to my question about the
traditional “shema” (“Hear O Israel, the
Lord thy God, the Lord is One”), Rabbi
Chalom told me there are basically

three ways to incorporate it in a human-
istic setting: recite the traditional
words after explaining it’s not literal;
adapt it with new words such as “the
people are One”; or write original songs
or secular meditations that reflect the
“core beliefs” of the community. 

He said that his congregation does
not regularly use the shema or the kad-
dish (prayer for the dead) unless specif-
ically requested for particular times.

The Humanistic Judaism practiced
by Rabbi Chalom’s community is a kind
of “religion beyond religion.” It’s a
“community of shared ideas that meets
the needs religion meets.” There is no
“awe” or worship and no obligation to
biblical commands. Defining elements
include feminism and an acceptance of
science. Some might call themselves
“religious” and others not. 

Could a “religion” be defined as a
community living an ethical practice
with a balance of free thought and tra-
dition?

I wondered if there could be a Hu-
manistic Christianity. Rabbi Chalom
thinks there are certain branches of
Christianity that are welcoming of hu-
manistic ideas and ideals. Much of that
acceptance depends on the attachment
to supernatural notions.

According to the International Insti-
tute for Secular Humanistic Judaism
(Rabbi Chalom is the North American
Dean):

“We believe in the power of people to
understand their world and to influence
it for the better. We celebrate human

freedom and responsibility for our
choices and actions. And we know that
if justice is to exist in our world, we
must create it together. Secular Hu-
manistic Judaism is a cultural Jewish
identity lived through this human-fo-
cused non-theistic philosophy of life.” 

Among the “core principles” of Hu-
manistic Judaism (from the Society for
Humanistic Judaism):

“We demonstrate our bond to the
Jewish people through humanistic cel-
ebrations of Jewish holidays and life-
cycle events. We create and use non-
theistic Jewish rituals, services, and
celebrations that invoke the ethical
core of Jewish history, literature, and
culture.

“We rely on such sources as reason,
observation, experimentation, creativ-
ity, and artistic expression to address
questions about the world and in seek-
ing to understand our experiences.

“We believe that it is human beings
who have the responsibility for solving
human problems.

“We are committed to passing these
values on to present and future genera-
tions through education and by our ex-
ample.”

For more information on the week-
end with Rabbi Adam Chalom, which
begins with a Friday evening shabbat
service and discussion, visit
www.jscasheville.org.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant. 

The light of Humanistic Judaism
Highland Views
Chris Highland
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content to just heal the man’s eyes, but
to offer him salvation. Verses 35-38
show us Jesus’ urgency, an urgency to
offer himself. “Jesus heard they had ex-
pelled from the church the man born
blind. Finding him, (parable of Jesus
going after the one lost sheep) Jesus
said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of God?’
He answered, ‘Who is he, sir? I want to
believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You have
seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking
with you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I be-
lieve.’ And he worshipped Jesus.” (John
9:35-39 CEB)

I believe that just as God came down
to be with his people in the Old Testa-
ment, to live with them in the tabernac-
le and later the temple, he came down
in human form in the person of Jesus.
Our God did not remain aloof and sep-
arate from his people, but as the man
Jesus, he became just like us except he

had no sin. This story of the healed
blind man comes from the same Gospel
story that begins, “In the beginning was
the Word… and the Word was made
flesh and moved in with us…and we saw
His glory.” Not only was God’s glory re-
vealed to us by the miracles that Jesus
did, and the awesome sacrifice on the
Cross, but also in the fact that he expe-
rienced the same day to day living, in-
cluding the sufferings and heartbreaks
as we do. God entered our world
through Jesus to make war on evil and
to show us his glory by Jesus’ suffering
on the Cross. And Jesus shows us God’s
glory by giving us grace and strength in
our day by day journey.

So, as we claim this story of healing
as our own, we must also claim God’s
glory. God wants his glory to be re-
vealed in us in spite of the evil in the
world, in spite of our personal suffer-
ings, and in spite of the rejection and
persecution of his people by the world.
God wants his glory to shine in our lives
as it did in the life of Jesus.

Our task this Lenten season and ev-

ery day of our journey is to reflect the
holiness and divine purpose of a God
who wants to re-create us in his own
image. But we cannot be a true reflec-
tion if there is sin in our lives, if there is
something that we keep holding back
from God, or if there is disobedience in
some form. We can’t be an authentic re-
flection of Jesus if we allow circum-
stances and situations to cause depres-
sion and defeat in our faith journey. Let
us examine our walk to make sure that
we display the glory of God’s work; that
we reflect to others what he has done in
our lives.

And it is all because of God’s free gift
of grace to each of us that we can em-
brace his glory, the glory of who he is, of
who he can help us become, and how
we share him with the world.

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot-
.com.
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Pakistani lawmakers claim
women’s march was anti-Islam

PESHAWAR, Pakistan – Provincial
lawmakers in northwestern Pakistan
have assailed as anti-Islamic women’s
marches held earlier this month across
the country to mark the International
Women’s Day.

Lawmakers in the Khyber Puk-
htunkhwa provincial parliament unani-
mously adopted a resolution on
Wednesday denouncing the marches as
a “shameless and un-Islamic act.”

The lawmakers included those from
Pakistan’s ruling party of former cricket

star turned Prime Minister Imran Khan
and those from opposition parties, in-
cluding the left-leaning Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party now led by the son of ex-Pre-
mier Benazir Bhutto.

On the holiday, observed every
March 8, Pakistani women carried post-
ers demanding women’s rights, attack-
ing Pakistan’s patriarchal society and
celebrating being single or divorced.

The posters caused uproar on social
media with conservative and right-wing
religious leaders condemning them as
immoral.

Women’s rights activists condemned
the resolution. 

Religious order agrees to halt
evictions at rooming house

BOSTON – A Roman Catholic reli-
gious order that owns a Boston rooming
house for single women has agreed to
stop eviction proceedings against some
residents while the state investigates
allegations of housing discrimination.

The state attorney general’s office in
a letter to a lawyer for Our Lady’s Guild
House and the property manager says it
is looking into “unfair and discriminato-
ry acts.” The building is owned by the
Daughters of Mary of the Immaculate
Conception.

A spokeswoman for the attorney gen-
eral tells The Boston Globe that Guild
House faces allegations of discrimina-
tion against older and disabled resi-
dents.

Housing advocates say Guild House
wants to replace older residents with in-
ternational students who can afford
higher rents.

A representative of Guild House con-
firmed that management will “cease
and desist” from evicting tenants for six
months.
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