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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

April 13

Yard sale: 8 a.m.-noon, Zion Hill Baptist Church, 1008
Newfound Road, Leicester. Proceeds benefit senior
adults ministry.
Cross Training: 9:30 a.m.-noon, St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church, 170 Fayetteville St., Asheville. Pre-
sented by Mud Creek Missionary Baptist Association
District III. 828-242-8499. 

April 14

Cantata “At The Cross”: During 11 a.m. service, Vic-
tory Baptist Church, 80 Olivette Road, Asheville (Er-
win Hills community). 
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is the group
Pastyme. 
Holy Week services at First Congregational UCC:
1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. 10:30 a.m. Palm
Sunday procession April 14; Tennebrae worship and
communion 6:30 p.m. April 18. 828-692-8630 or
www.fcchendersonville.org.
Forum “The Best Three Months of Life”: 9 a.m., First
Congregational United Church of Christ, 1735 Fifth
Ave. W., Hendersonville. If you knew you had only
three months to live, how would you want it to look?
Are you living your best three months now?
www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-8630.
“What Wondrous Love”: Music program by church
choir at 6 p.m., Beverly Hills Baptist Church, 777 Tun-
nel Road, Asheville. 828-298-4623. Nursery provided.
Palm Sunday service and Easter musical part I: 11
a.m., Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Easter musical part II 7:30 p.m. April 18.

April 15

Annual Holy Week Services: 7 p.m. April 15-18 at
WNC Baptist Fellowship Church, 240 Haywood St.,
Asheville, 7 p.m. April 19 at Nazareth First Missionary
Baptist Church, 146 Pine St., Asheville. Devotional
period at 6:30 p.m. 828-281-0208.

April 16

Tenebrae: A Service of Darkness: 7 p.m., St. James
Episcopal Church, 766 N. Main St., Hendersonville.
The most conspicuous feature of the service is the
gradual extinguishing of candles after each psalm or
canticle, until only the center Christ candle remains. 

April 19

Cross Walk and Good Friday service: 11 a.m., First
United Methodist Church, 204 Sixth Ave. W., Hen-
dersonville. One-mile walk with cross through down-
town. Open to all, including families with children.

Reception at 10 a.m. with hot cross buns. Followed by
Good Friday service at noon. 828-693-4275 or
www.fumchvlnc.org.
Easter drama “Lamb of God”: 7 p.m. April 19-20,
Bethel Baptist Church, Pigeon Road, Canton.

April 20

Lake Junaluska Easter Celebration: Friends of the
Lake 5K at 9 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunts at 11:30
a.m. at Stuart Auditorium.
www.lakejunaluska.com/easter.
Egg Hunt and Spring Fling: 2-4 p.m., Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Free.
Games, crafts, egg hunt.

April 21

Sunrise service-Canton: 7 a.m., West Canton Baptist
Church, 75 Lowe St., Canton (off Old Clyde Road).
Sunrise service-Lake Junaluska: 7 a.m. at amphithe-
ater below cross with preaching by the Rev. Carl H.
King. Rain location: Memorial Chapel.
www.lakejunaluska.com/easter.
Sunrise service-Asheville: Gather at 6:45 a.m., 1 Glen
Falls Road, overlooking Beaver Lake. Sun should rise
about 7:12 a.m. Sponsored by Trinity United Method-
ist Church. 828-778-0807.
Sunrise service-Hendersonville: First Congregational
UCC, 1735 Fifth Ave. W. Sunrise service at Jump Off
Rock, Laurel Park Highway. Celebratory service at
10:30 a.m. at church. 828-692-8630 or
www.fcchendersonville.org.
Sunrise service-Chimney Rock: 5-6:30 a.m., Chimney
Rock State Park. No one can be admitted through the
gate after 6 a.m. Free admission to service and
guests are invited to stay and enjoy the Park all day. 
Easter services-Asheville: Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Sunrise service
7:30 a.m., breakfast 8 a.m., Sunday school 9 a.m.,
worship service 10 a.m.

April 27

Spring Tea Party: 2 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.
Teas, savories, sweets, door prizes, entertainment.
$12. Call Kathy Ziprik at 828-890-8065 for tickets.

April 28

Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is Michael Jones
on English horn.

May 2

CMDA National Convention: May 2-5, LifeWay Ridge-
crest Conference Center, Ridgecrest, near Black
Mountain. Several pricing options.
http://cmda.org/nationalconvention. Fellowship with
Christian healthcare professionals, learn about cur-
rent health/social issues, renew your faith through
worship, network with exhibiting organizations.
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“and we went on from there.”
Nearly two decades later, he still likes helping the

environment – and he likes talking to people.
That skill comes naturally to Gambrell, who peo-

ple call “Rev.” He spent 28 years preaching at a Bap-
tist church in Crockett, about an hour drive from
Huntsville. He’s now an associate minister at the
Greater Robinson Memorial Church of God in Christ,
assisting the main pastor when needed.

He has long mingled his two vocations at the recy-
cling drop-off facility in the northwest part of Hunts-
ville. His license plate used to read “Rev.G” so people
would bring up religion, a conversation starter that
could sometimes lead him to discuss recycling.

Greg Garcia, of Huntsville, dropped off cardboard
on a recent morning. He likes to do his part in protect-
ing the environment, and he always talks to Rev.

“We’re brothers in Christ,” Garcia said. “We talk
about Jesus and we talk about the struggles and chal-
lenges in our lives. And we pray for each other.”

When Rev’s adult son Donald Bernard Gambrell
died last year, Flo Cruz, of Trinity, prayed for his fam-
ily. She said Rev is always helpful when she drops off
recycling, and talking to him is part of the experience. 

Recycling Rev
Continued from Page 1D

Many of us grew up knowing that expressing our
gratitude and thankfulness is the right thing to do. We
were taught to say “Thank you” when someone does
something for us, to write notes whenever we re-
ceived a gift, and to say a ‘thank you” prayer before
each meal. While these practices go a long way in nur-
turing relationships and sustaining strong communi-
ty, and certainly need to be instilled in all of us, ex-
pressing gratitude in its fullest sense goes much
deeper. The power of gratitude can be best felt when it
is directed toward the person instead of what the per-
son can do for me or give to me. We then are thankful
for the person, for who he/she is in relationship with
us, with others, and with God the creator and sustain-
er of us all.

St. Paul says it this way in 2Thessalonians 1:3,
“Brothers and sisters, we must always thank God for
you. This is only right because your faithfulness is
growing by leaps and bounds, and the love that all of
you have for each other is increasing.” (CEB) We see
the growth of faith and love that holds our relation-
ships together, so we express our gratitude to God for
the growth and transformation that we see in our-
selves and in others. We find ways in which we can
move quietly into the path of another person in order
to become a channel of God’s grace into their life. Iron-
ically, it is in the small daily routines of our lives that
we can find most of the opportunities to become God’s
grace of gratitude to another person, just as we re-
ceive the same from them.

The practices of listening, giving words of advice
and encouragement, and praying as we share scrip-
ture; the gifts of our presence, and even our silence are
all part of this grace of gratitude for others. We want to
share ourselves with others as they share with us.
This gift of gratitude finds its origins deep in the heart
of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit as they express grat-
itude and love for one another; and that divine thank-
fulness can spill over into the lives of all believers who
are willing to be recipients.

On a hot summer Sunday morning in July 2016 just
a few weeks after the horrible shooting of innocent
people at a Bible study in a church in Charleston,
South Carolina, our family found ourselves in that
same church eager to worship with these amazing dis-
ciples of Jesus. There, we found ourselves intention-
ally sitting in the pews of Mother Emmanuel AME
Church. Solemnly reminded of the recent tragedy that
had occurred in this sacred place, we had arrived
early, but found that the worship had already broken
out with singing and clapping of hands. We were
greeted with sincere smiles and embraced by warm

hands and arms from folks who were thankful we had
come to join in community with them for a time of
worship.

Soon a time of thanksgiving broke out when a
young woman came forward with a testimony of heal-
ing form cancer, graduating from college, and now
working and putting her daughter through school. We
were surrounded by a profound celebration genuinely
initiated by a strong sense of gratitude to God and oth-
ers. One after another, they came to the front to offer
their testimony of God’s love and grace in their lives
and in the lives of those whom they had touched.

The morning prayer broke into the joyous worship
as the names of each of the nine members who were
killed during the Bible study that June evening in the
fellowship hall below the sanctuary. Her prayer was
all about being thankful for the lives of each one who
had died. And as each name was prayerfully called,
some little detail about that person’s life was recalled;
the flower garden of one, the delicious meals of anoth-
er, phone calls at certain times, and the friendships
and warmth of others. Each one was remembered
with gratitude toward God and the absence of bitter-
ness toward the shooter. However, he was remem-
bered in the prayer as “the man who sat alone in the
courtroom.” Forgiveness and love were seen and felt
through all the pain. Gratitude for memories of the
dead and the strength to move forward along with
work to be done among the living was expressed in
this prayer.

Sometimes we overlook the small, seemingly mun-
dane gifts in our lives; the things we see and touch
each day yet fail to be grateful. We seem to forget
God’s grace that constantly surrounds us, the grace
that is daily transforming us, and the grace of fellow-
ship God and with others. Sadly, in the absence of
gratitude, there is often found a spirit of whining, dis-
satisfaction, and complaining. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his book “Life Together,”
writes, “… We pray for the big things and forget to give
thanks for the ordinary, small (and yet not so small)
gifts. … If we do not give thanks daily for the Christian
fellowship in which we have been placed, even where
there is no great experience, no discoverable riches,
but much weakness, small faith, and difficulty; … but
keep complaining to God that everything is so paltry
and petty, so far from what we expected, then we hin-
der God from letting our fellowship grow according to
the measure and riches which are there for us all in
Jesus Christ.”

What better time of the year is there than Spring
and Easter to express our gratitude to God and to oth-
ers? The time of new beginnings, new opportunities,
new relationships and renewal of the old; time for be-
ing grateful for what Jesus did for us with his life,
death, and resurrection. Gratitude for how he works
in our lives daily, continuously making us new by the
transforming power of his Holy Spirit. For that we are
grateful people!

Living into gratitude during
the spring season of renewal

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

of the scriptures, liturgy, prayers and creeds makes
her “wonder if I should just quit.” Her struggle is ap-
parent when she takes this inner tension a step fur-
ther: “Truth be told, I don’t believe a lot of the same
things you no longer believe. The only difference real-
ly is that confronted with questions about traditional
Christianity, you took a path into freethinking and I
went toward a form of progressive Christianity.”

What intrigues me here and begs more probing is
what Susan means by choosing “a form of progres-
sive Christianity.” She offers more hints as she con-
tinues her story.

She pursued a doctorate in interfaith theology and
in the process she discovered that “accepting the be-
liefs of another as valid was the first step in pulling
down the whole house of cards that was my ‘received’
belief system.” Susan served on the board of the In-
terfaith Center of the Presidio where she built rela-
tionships (key concept) with a diverse circle of theis-
ts and non-theists.

What seemed to soothe her “allergic” reaction to
church was a call to “a progressive congregation will-
ing to wander off the orthodox ranch.” With the en-
couragement of her community she began “to recon-
struct my belief system.” But not so much a system as
a living “organism.” In the evolution of her faith, she
became convinced that Christians need “to under-
take a serious look at the Jesus question in light of
our conversations with people of other faiths and of
no faith.”

I take that to be a sensible statement and stance.
That “serious look at the Jesus question” was an im-
portant part of my own exodus from faith. The story
of Jesus can be told in a variety of ways. I think it’s the
season to hear those stories told afresh, even by free-
thinkers.

Susan has a certain dread of Holy Week. “There
aren’t many churches that satisfy my mystical or pa-
nentheistic way of understanding what that was all
about.” She contemplates staying away, not attend-
ing services this year. She imagines she may “go to
the ocean.” “I am totally on board with your love of
the natural world.”

Speaking of oceans – and oceans of ideas – I’m cu-
rious what Susan’s “panentheism” looks like. As my
handy dictionary defines it, panentheism is a theo-
logical word for the belief that “God is greater than
the universe and includes and interpenetrates it.”
Perhaps this is the “form of progressive Christianity”
Susan espouses, yet leads to some confusion, as she
admits, when she states “I do not believe in a super-
natural God.” Can a person be a theist without a God?
Is our language inadequate here? 

Susan Strouse concluded her letter to me by af-
firming the importance of “books, conversations, en-
counters, relationships [to] help us understand the
viewpoints and beliefs of others.” In her perspective,
this causes us to “explore and clarify – and maybe
even change – our own [beliefs].”

Streams of Seasons and Questions (Looking Glass
Falls) CHRIS HIGHLAND/COLUMNIST

Highland
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