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Did the painter or pastor consider that the silent
sleeper might appreciate some food, medical atten-
tion or simply another blanket? I never made it a
habit of giving money, but often listened to what
people said they needed, and sometimes what they
needed most was a safe place to sleep where they
wouldn’t be disturbed! 

The painter obviously had compassion for the
denizen of the doorway. But in not wanting to dis-
turb the person, only to take their photo and paint
them, was that deflecting a responsibility or at least
another option: to disturb the person; to disturb pov-
erty?

The scene painted by the artist caused an unin-
tended disturbance. Memory took me to past years
of evangelical fervor when we regularly recited the
biblical verse from The Revelation: “Behold, I stand
at the door and knock.” We prayed it and preached it,
believing that the Lord is standing at every human
heart asking to come in (one origin of “accepting
Christ into your heart”). The painted image of the
person on the porch presents a more disturbing pic-
ture. What if we read the verse in a more troubling
way: “Behold, I sleep in your doorway, and wait.”

I’m not suggesting we “see the Lord in the poor.”

The way I view it, we need to really “see” people and
their poverty. 

Our chaplaincy team shared a belief that “spiritu-
alizing is ultimately dehumanizing” – that if our per-
sonal beliefs cause us to “look for God on the
streets,” or turn someone’s suffering into a personal
“spiritual lesson,” we might be seriously disturbed!
At worst, our beliefs can serve to keep people in pov-
erty, in suffering. No one intends that. But until we
decide to be “disturbers of poverty,” even if our ac-
tions create a disturbance – in us or our community
– we may pass by and ignore the very ones King said
will “revolutionize our era,” who can be tumultuous
to our faith traditions. 

Poverty needs disturbing. Maybe it’s time to dis-
turb poverty, because poverty is real people who suf-
fer, who cause disturbance and turn our faith upside
down. “Going to church” may be transformed into
“going into doorways,” or opening doors, unsur-
prised when a disturber dares to come in the front.

As I walked out the door onto the cold and windy
street that morning, I mused: If Jesus was invited to
church, would he show up? Or would we find him
disturbing poverty in a doorway nearby?

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister,
live in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. 

Immersed in the disturbance. CHRIS HIGHLAND/COLUMNIST
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Have you ever stopped to think how much power
we have in the gift of choice? We exercise that gift
many times each day sometimes without being
aware of our actions, others are deliberate. We make
choices about what we will wear, eat, the television
shows we will watch, the music we listen to, and
what time we will go to bed and get up. So many
choices fill our lives. We choose our careers, who we
marry, and where we go to church and school. We
choose our activities, our friends, and our vacation
destinations. There are so many things within our
power to decide and to do or not do.

Some people are just natural leaders, they are al-
ways out front with new ideas, innovative ways of
doing things; they just seem to always be out ahead
of everyone one else, marching to a different drum-
mer much of the time. The rest of us, the majority of
those we know, are followers. Now there’s nothing
wrong about being a follower, nothing to be
ashamed of because we are not out front leading.
However, we followers just need to make sure who or
what we are following. There is so much stuff “out
there” that we can get tangled up with, distracted by,
even the good stuff and good people who just may
cause us to lose sight of the best stuff, the eternal
things. So, we need to make sure that we are follow-
ing the person and the things that really matter, that
make a difference, the person who can change our
lives. Choices matter!

Debbie and I have a 4-year old granddaughter,
Evelyn, and a 7-year old grandson, Huck. They are
always on the move, and they always want us to trav-
el with them, mostly to follow them. They go far and
fast. Around and around the porch, across the yard,
up and down the driveway, and out to our storage
building that they call “the big building.” We never
know where they will take us, but if we are going to
be with them, we must be willing to follow and fol-
low closely. You see, it is very important for us to fol-
low them wherever they go. So, we make a daily
choice to be continually with them.

When it comes to our relationship with God, we
also have the divine gift of choice and free will.
Along with the gifts of creation, salvation, and
transformation, this gift of choice, what to do about
Jesus’ invitation to follow him, ranks close to the
top. We are free to choose to go our own way, do
things that benefit us, and to put ourselves before
anything else. Or, we can choose to give up the
throne in our heart to the rule of Jesus, the one out-
side of our self.

When we choose to follow Jesus, we must be will-
ing to accept him in his totality. We are not free to

create the “Jesus” whom we feel comfortable follow-
ing. For anyone who believes that Jesus is totally
about blind “tolerance,” mushy “acceptance,”
“cheap” grace, and non-judgmental “inclusiveness”
should read the Gospel of Matthew and especially
the Sermon on the Mount with eyes wide opened.
Matthew reminds us that Jesus is not only welcom-
ing to all people, and loving to the lost, least, and
last, but he is also demanding. Jesus is not hesitant
to draw a line in the sand that separates the faithful
from the unfaithful, the obedient from the disobe-
dient, the real Christians from the want-to-be pre-
tenders, and those who those who refuse to compro-
mise Biblical values and beliefs from those who are
determined to make the culture of society fit the
standards of the church.

To choose to follow Jesus is to be willing to hear
about the unconditional love of our Savior who em-
braces all people; but it also means to be confronted
with the precise, heart-piercing demands of a Savior
who asks us to give him everything. The Church and
the individual believer cannot rest on the shifting
sands of a “believe-anything-doctrine,” that God
will overlook our sins because he is a God of love,
and that we are human and just cannot do any bet-
ter. We cannot rest on the warm and fuzzy feelings
we give each other as we declare what a friendly
group of people we are, nor can we rest on what we
have achieved in the past, as a church, or in our per-
sonal testimony. Jesus demands that we grow and
mature in our walk with him. He demands that we
become something for him that we never dreamed
we could be. Jesus said in John 14:12 that we can do
greater things than he did through the power of the
Holy Spirit.

This is the power of the choice to follow Jesus.
As Don Adams puts it, “to allow the Holy Spirit to

help us jump over the shadows of our selves; to help
us tear down the walls of our habits, personalities,
broken lives, our weakness, and our humanity, and
to break the ropes that hold us in bondage, and then
we can stretch our abilities for Christ who wants our
total efforts.” The effectiveness of the Church and
the individual believer rests on the tough-as-nails
demands of a righteous God who speaks through his
Holy Spirit and meets us day-by-day in the teach-
ings of Jesus; teachings which are merciful, full of
grace, as well as demanding, uncompromising, yet
always loving.

The power of our choice is evident when we allow
the Holy Spirit to embrace us daily as we walk with
Jesus on a journey that is earthly, yet outside of our-
selves. When this happens, we have a joy in our
hearts, a skip in our steps, and a peace in our soul.
So, let’s choose wisely!

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Meth-
odist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

The power of choice
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: I struggle with peer pressure and often make de-

cisions and do things that I know are not the best, but I
succumb to influences by others, I suppose, to be liked
and accepted. Is this temptation? – P.I.

A: An important lesson can be learned by experi-
menting with magnets. Children often do this, placing
two magnets a distance apart and then moving just
one toward the other. One magnet will draw the other
closer until they adhere, making it difficult to pull them
apart.

Temptation is something like that, and it often be-
gins with giving into peer pressure. The more we dwell
on what we are being tempted to do, the more likely it
is that we will succumb. Giving into temptation brings
about sin. The Bible says, “No temptation has overtak-
en you except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

This is what God promises. Now what is our respon-
sibility? We must not toy with such things in our
minds. The Bible says to flee – get as far away from it as
possible.

Joseph is an example. When he was tempted by his
master’s wife, he said, “How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9).
This is the key. Joseph recognized the temptation and
fled. When we sin we not only hurt ourselves and oth-
ers, but most importantly we sin against God. But
what gave Joseph the strength to flee? The Bible says,
“The Lord was with him” (Genesis 39:3). If we are pray-
ing not to enter into temptation (Luke 22:40), the Lord
will enable us to recognize it and flee.

My Answer
Billy Graham

Turn around and
flee temptation the
moment it’s spotted

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance on-
line at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add your
event” to submit details.

June 8

Indoor yard sale: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., First Baptist Church of
Weaverville, 63 N. Main St. Household items, vintage
glassware, art, antiques, clothes, books, furniture,
more. Baked goods and drinks available.

June 9

Summer Worship Series at Lake Junaluska: Sundays
June 9-Aug. 4, Stuart Auditorium, 20 Chapel Drive,
Lake Junaluska. Rev. Josh Kurtz preaches at 7 p.m.
June 9 in Memorial Chapel for kickoff. Other services
at 10:45 a.m. Services led by internationally known
preachers. www.lakejunaluska.com/summer-worship.
Vacation Bible School: 6-8:30 p.m. June 9-14, Buck-
eye Baptist Church, 102 W. Buckeye Road, Swannanoa.
For kindergarten-adult. Need a ride? Call the church at
828-298- 0326 and leave a message or call Karen
Shuler at 82-697-3745.
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is Beth Magil on
flute.
Confidence to Change: Power of Joyful Effort drop-
in meditation series: 10:30-11:45 a.m. Sundays to
June 23, Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Buddhist Center,
1070 Tunnel Road, Building 2-Unit 20, Asheville. 828-
668-2241.

June 16

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: “Asheville’s
Diversity at Risk” by Gene Bell at 2 p.m., Friends Meet-
ing House, 227 Edgewood Road.
http://EHSAsheville.org.
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Guest musician is David Keller
on Indian flute.

June 17

Summer Day Camp: June 17-Aug. 9, Rock Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 486 Caribou Road, Asheville.
828-274-2533. For low-moderate income. Monday-
Friday for kindergarten-eighth grade. 

June 18

Familypalooza: 6-9 p.m., The Ridge Church, 41 Tucker
Road, Black Mountain. Food, music, bounce house,
slide, prizes. Free.

June 22

Vacation Bible School: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., West Canton
Baptist Church, 75 Lowe St., Canton (off Old Clyde
Road). 828-648-5561.

June 23

Choral Evensong and organ recital: 4 p.m., Episcopal
Church of Saint John in the Wilderness, Greenville
Highway, Flat Rock. By musical students, alumni and
instructor Dewitt Tipton of Furman University. Free
but donations accepted. 828-693-9783.

June 24

Vacation Bible School: “Camp Out ... Getting S’more
out of Jesus” 4-6 p.m. June 24-28, Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. For ages 18 months-13. Dinner included. Camp-
fire and s’mores on last day. Free. Call 828-891-7101
by June 20 to register.

June 27

Behind the scenes tour of Allen Renaissance Quan-
tum organ: 7 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River. History and
walk inside a true pipe organ and how it has evolved
into the modern digital organ. Free. 828-891-7101.
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