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I sometimes listen to Alan Alda’s podcast, “Clear
and Vivid.” I enjoy hearing Alda’s voice, remembering
my family laughing (and often crying) during episodes
of M*A*S*H, the 1970s drama set in the Korean War.
For 11 years Alda hosted Scientific American Frontiers
on PBS. I also listen to the podcast because Alda in-
terviews interesting people with insights on the sub-
ject of communication. The Alan Alda Center for Com-
municating Science, at Stony Brook University on
Long Island, New York, does exceptional work training
scientists and science teachers to “tap into innate con-
nections that come alive naturally when people recall
a passion for their work.”

This makes me wonder what would happen if Alda
worked with religious teachers as well. And I’m curi-
ous how his approach might assist humanists and oth-
er freethinkers to be better communicators. Bringing
representatives of various faiths together with secular
freethinkers to enhance communication could be fas-
cinating.

At the conclusion of each podcast, Alda asks inter-
viewees seven questions. One is, “What would make
you end a friendship?” Another is, “How do you like to
deliver bad news—by phone, email or by carrier pi-
geon?” These more personal questions bring out a
deeper side of each individual. In a recent podcast, Al-
da invited listeners to submit new questions for him to
consider asking future guests. 

I sent in the following questions, and I wonder if you
have responses, or your own questions.

1) If you had the ear of the whole world for one min-
ute (via internet, radio, TV, etc), what would you say?

2) If you could play a game with any person in histo-
ry, what would you play and with whom?

3) If you had the power to stop any conflict in the

world, which one would you end?
4) If you could speak all the languages of the world,

what would you do with that ability?
5) When a person on the street asks you for money,

what do you say and do? (note: I used to be a street
chaplain)

6) If you were locked in a cell by yourself for even
one day, what would you miss the most? (I used to be a
jail chaplain too)

7) What is one thing you wish Science would solve,
answer or at least explain?

8) If all religions of the world suddenly decided to
work together, what do you think/wish would be the
first thing they would/could do? (alternate: If you had
Moses, Jesus, Buddha, Confucius and Muhammad
over for dinner, what would you want to discuss?)

I’m told these questions were passed along to Alda,
so we’ll see if any make it into his podcast.

This got me thinking about an important reason
why I write this column. I try to listen to what I’m hear-

ing in the world of faith and the secular world, present
that to readers and offer my viewpoints. I don’t expect
everyone will agree (thank God or Goodness), yet I val-
ue all responses.

Along that line, in the spirit of Alan Alda, I’d invite
you to present your own questions framed perhaps in
this way:

If there was one thing you would like people to know
about what you believe or your chosen faith, what
would that be? And, if you’re a secular person, is there
something you would like people to know about living
as an atheist or agnostic? Your comment could also be
presented as a question for me, related to my journey
of faith and beyond faith, but I’m really more interest-
ed in what you would like others to know. 

I’m obviously not inviting proselytizing for or
against faith. And it isn’t my intention to offer a forum
for someone to advertise their congregation or group.
Yet, I’m curious how we summarize or label our beliefs
or non-beliefs so that others can really hear us and
maybe understand us.

For instance, someone might want people to know
Jews and Muslims can live peacefully as neighbors,
another wants us to know that not all evangelicals are
supporters of one political party, and another wants us
to know their pagan beliefs and practices are not evil
but good. An atheist might affirm they are not against
religion. In other words, like the first question I sug-
gested to Alda’s podcast, “If you had the ear of the
whole world for one minute (via internet, radio, tv,
etc), what would you say?” In this case, the whole
world is Asheville and Western North Carolina. 

For a future column I may present your voice and
my response. Let me know your thoughts: chris.high-
land@gmail.com.

As Alan Alda says, “This has been ‘Clear and Vivid’
… at least I hope so!”

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com. 

If you had the ear of the world, for a minute
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Eleanor Roosevelt, a memorial in Washington, D.C.
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Aug. 10

Vacation Bible School: Pool party 6-8 p.m. Aug. 10,
6-8 p.m. Aug. 12-13, Black Mountain United Method-
ist Church, corner of State and Church Streets.
Theme is “Who Is My Neighbor?” Meal, music, Bible
story, science exploration, crafts and recreation. Call
828-669-8248 to register.

Aug. 11

Bible & Breakfast Summer Sunday Adult Forum:
9-10 a.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60 Church St.,
Asheville. Social Scientist (and Episcopalian) Brene’
Brown tackles the human quest for belonging, rede-
fining what it means in an age of increased polariza-
tion. Copies of book available for $15.
Abernethy United Methodist Church new worship
time: 1418 Patton Ave., Asheville. Worship service
9:30 a.m., Sunday school 10:45 am. 828-254-2612 or
www.abernethy.org.

Aug. 13

GriefShare Ministry 13-week program: Began Aug.
6. 5-7 p.m. Tuesdays to Oct. 29, Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Biblical, Christ-
centered, compassionate meetings to help hurting
people cope with grief. Free but call 254-7262 to
register. Dinner included.
St. John’s Episcopal Church open house: 7-9 p.m.,
290 Old Haw Creek Road, Asheville. Free. Song O’
Sky Chorus welcomes women who like to sing to
attend rehearsals during August.

Aug. 18

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: 2 p.m.,
Friends Meeting House, 227 Edgewood Road. “Hun-
ger Is No Game” presented by Chad Conaty of MAN-
NA FoodBank. http://EHSAsheville.org.

Aug. 20

Bill Mills presents book “Losing My Religion: A
Memoir of Faith and Finding”: 6-7 p.m., Malaprop’s
Bookstore/Cafe, 55 Haywood St., Asheville. Free.
After four years of college and six years in seminary,
Mills was ready for a parish or so he thought. About
ups and downs, ins and outs, choices and challenges
of being a pastor in the 21st century church. Also
about redemptive power of community life and find-
ing healing and wholeness in a broken world. mala-
props.com/event/bill-mills-presents-losing-my-
religion-memoir-faith-and-finding.
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From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: My college buddies and I pull pranks on others

just for fun. We enjoy movies about evil until others
actually carry out the entertainment for real. Some-
times it gets us in trouble. Is God opposed to us having
fun in life, and are we responsible if someone carries
out an act that was just meant for fun? – F.D.

A: The word “fun” is defined as an activity that is

amusing or lighthearted. The word “fun” today often
describes forms of entertainment as in playing sports,
watching a drama, enjoying a cookout. But many
forms of entertainment, when it glorifies evil, fill
hearts with trepidation. A form of comic entertain-
ment for children does not hold adults interested, so
adults often find amusement in recreational evil. The
Bible calls evil activity “foolish.”

“For my iniquities have gone over my head … they
are too heavy for me … because of my foolishness”
(Psalm 38:4-5). That doesn’t sound so funny, does it?
Sin is a serious matter! Sin means doing anything that
is against the holy character of God. What we may call
fun, may be an abomination in God’s eyes.

When we speak of doing something accidentally
when we’ve intended all along to do it, it is a lie. When
we speak of an act as a blunder, God boldly declares it
to be blindness. Too often we excuse ourselves in our
sins, but God convicts us and wants to save us from it.
Sin is not a toy with which to play but a terror to be
shunned.

The Bible tells us that whatever we do, it should be
to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31). If people are
honest with themselves, deep down they know the an-
swer. This is a wonderful litmus test in trying to deter-
mine if something is right or wrong.

When ‘fun’ glorifies evil, it fills hearts with trepidation
My Answer
Billy Graham

From there, he spent a year in spiritual formation in
Ehime-Mbano, then earned a philosophy degree at the
Seat of Wisdom Seminary in Owerri, followed by a
theology degree in 2004 from Bigard Memorial Semi-
nary in Enugu. He was ordained a priest Sept. 2, 2005,
at Holy Cross Parish in Uturu, his hometown.

The following six years were spent as pastor of St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church in Obowu, followed by a
year at St. Philomena Church in Ehime-Mbano. During
that time, he visited a priest friend in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, which led to his eventual relocation to the Unit-
ed States.

While vacationing in the United States, Ezeanya
was invited by another friend to visit the church in
Brady, deep in the heart of Texas. While visiting, he
met the former bishop of the Diocese of San Angelo,
Michael Pfeifer, at a function at Sacred Heart Parish in
Menard.

A year later, when a vacancy occurred at the Me-
nard church, Pfeifer remembered Ezeanya and con-
tacted him about relocating permanently to the United
States, serving the church in the Diocese of San Ange-
lo. He eventually agreed and was assigned to the
church in Menard.

“When I came back,” Ezeanya said, “he put me in
the same place I met him.”

New place, same mission

The culture shock from Nigeria to Menard, Texas,
took a while to adjust to, but the people made it easy,

Ezeanya recalled.
“The people were so beautiful,” Ezeanya said. “They

were so excited to see me.”
Before being assigned to Sacred Heart in Abilene,

Ezeanya would serve churches in Millersview, Eola,
and Eden. Now that Ezeanya has moved beyond the
culture shock stage, he is able to see the blessings of
being in West Texas. People in Africa think Americans
don’t pray, Ezeanya said. He knew better because of
his upbringing, but still he knew that perception was
there.

Once he was immersed in West Texas hospitality,
Ezeanya knew he had chosen well when he said “yes”
to Pfeifer’s request. The people are loving and accept-
ing, Ezeanya said.

“And,” he added, “the faith is wonderful.”

Priest

The Rev. Albert Ezeanya, right, reaffirms his sacred
oaths as Bishop Michael Sis installs him as priest at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. RONALD W. ERDRICH/
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Each person was given a spoon. The only way that
they could eat was to use the spoon. The spoon was
long enough to reach the bowl, but too long to put into
their mouths. The people sat there weeping and wail-
ing as they starved in endless death. The horrible
scene was too much for the rabbi, so he hurried out.

His next stop was heaven. As he entered heaven he
was surprised again. It was the exact same scene. He
was in a banquet hall with people sitting around ta-
bles. A huge bowl filled with delicious food sat in the
middle of each table. The only way they could eat was
with the long spoon that each one had. The spoon

could reach the bowl but was too long for them to put
in their own mouths. As he stood there watching, the
rabbi noticed that the room was filled with laughter,
and he could feel the excitement and joy of the people.
And then he noticed the cause of their happiness;
each person was celebrating the privilege of feeding
each other with that long spoon.

Jesus wants His followers to serve one another
willingly and wholeheartedly. Let’s become carriers of
the bed of our needy neighbors and let us become
feeders of those who are hungry, as we help them
come to our Savior.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

McConnell
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