
Asheville Citizen-Times - 08/31/2019 Page : D02

� Asheville Citizen-Times
August 31, 2019 9:45 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2D ❚ SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 2019 ❚ ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TIMES

sidewalk to the entrance to the classroom. As we
were standing there, a car zipped down the road. The
chief scowled and flashed his badge at the driver who
slowed down. He could clearly see the situation.

I asked him what could be done. I thought he was
joking when he responded that the city couldn’t put a
sidewalk there “because it’s too dangerous.” I was in-
credulous. “It’s dangerous for students to cross the
street but they do it every day – and the city can’t do
something to make it safer?” He shook his head. “I
don’t see what we can do; there are liability issues;
people shouldn’t cross here.” 

Students continued to risk their lives every day,
teachers would worry, and thankfully, somehow, no
one was hit in the six years I taught at the school.

What’s this have to do with faith issues? Probably
quite a bit. Here’s what I’m thinking.

We face dangerous situations all the time but don’t
always handle these in the same way. Some people
choose to hide or avoid to minimize the risks. Others
barrel forward with a “devil may care” attitude (some
can be rather suicidal). 

Those who assume the role of “guardians” or pro-
tectors of the faith (any faith) tell us what the dangers
are and how to confront or avoid them. With an ex-
cess of caution they may instruct the flock, “Don’t go
there, or do that – you may fall (from faith) or hurt
yourself (or God).” They are afraid and so pass their
fears to those who look to them for protection. Like
the chief flashing his badge, some depend on author-
ity figures.

In my view the worst example of fearful faith is
when we’re told it is dangerous to think, question or
doubt. “We can’t let you cross here,” they seem to say.
“It’s just not safe for your faith.”

They may be right, of course. Someone who
chooses to cross a line, pass through a doorway, or
walk over a bridge may discover the other side is
good, maybe better, and they’re glad they took the
risk to cross over. The vulnerability can be scary and

it takes more awareness as well as responsibility to
make a choice to take the step. The alternative is to
wait on others to hold your hand, show the way and
tell you when and where it’s safe. 

Crosswalks are not always there, or visible. Do we
know where it’s safe to cross? Does it always have to
be safe? Should we paint new crosswalks and tell
others it’s OK to use the one we painted? What if ev-
eryone painted their own?

Are we safe? Those who believe in an all-powerful
deity might feel they are under the “wings,” the pro-
tection, of God. But, to my knowledge, God is not a
crossing guard. 

At the intersections of faith and free thought
something wonderful can happen, if we are willing to
risk the safety of our views. We can get a street-level
perspective, draw in other eyes and voices, and map
out something that makes more sense. The risks
don’t disappear. But a wise consensus assures us
we’ve considered the possibilities with everyone’s
well-being in mind.

Could this help us decide where crosswalks
should go, and when we should stop, look and listen?

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live
in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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We all can recite feelings of growing up. We remem-
ber the “good times” and the “not-so-good times” of
struggling with a developing body that would not co-
operate and a mind that did not understand. We re-
member the disappointments as well as the happy
surprises and accomplishments that encouraged us
along the way. All of this involves the unstoppable
process of growing up, no matter how much we some-
times did not want to.

My thinking along this line can be applied to my
own children and grandchildren. How often have I
looked at them or thought of them and wished they
were still toddlers or pre-school! I want to reclaim
those long-gone days in which I feel, I did not truly at
the time, totally appreciate.

However, we are encouraged by St. Paul to build on
the memories and lessons from the past and to con-
centrate instead on the present and future. He writes,
“Brothers and sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached
it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things be-
hind me and reach out for the things ahead of me.”
(Philippians 3:13 CEB)

It is in God’s plan for us to grow; physically, emo-
tionally, intellectually, and spiritually. Just as we are
not destined to remain a baby, a teenager, or young
adult, we are not to remain an “immature” disciple of
Jesus. It is God’s intention for us to grow spiritually so
that we become more and more like his Son, Jesus.
God wants us to be restored in his image by our desire

to know the revealed nature of Jesus and how this na-
ture can be applied to our lives. This cannot happen if
we choose to remain “spiritual babies.”

St. Peter writes, “Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, now that you have tasted that the LORD is
good.” (1Peter 2:2,3 NIV) And Paul mentions that we
are to, at some point, move from milk to solid food as
mature disciples. (1 Corinthians3:1,2 NIV) This means
we are expected to grow in our faith.

In my daily devotion, I have been slowly reading
and studying through the book of Acts and the awe-
some way the Holy Spirit moved among the early fol-
lowers of the Way. In the thirteenth chapter, we find a
couple of verses that reflect this notion of spiritual
growth.

“As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue,
the people invited them to speak further about these
things on the next Sabbath. When the congregation
was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts
to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked
with them and urged them to continue in the grace of
God.” (Acts 13:42-43 NIV)

My reaction to the last line in this passage centers
around “continue in the grace of God.” Here I borrow
some of J.D.Walt’s thoughts as to the act of continuing
in grace and the growth implications that will follow.
The Greek word for “continue” is prosmeno. And if tak-
en apart, “pros” meaning roughly “interactively en-
gaged.” The “meno” translated “to remain or to abide.”
So, if we use the Greek translation for the word “con-
tinue,” we would come up with, “To abide interactively
with God’s grace.” That should remind us that our rela-
tionship with God should be relational, not a static,
spectator experience, but on-going and interactive.

And then, out of that definition, we should be able

to pull out another key word, “abide.” Abide can be in-
terchanged with the idea “to live with,” or as in the Old
Testament culture, “to pitch a tent with someone.” Je-
sus used the word “abide,” (meno) in John 15 as he en-
couraged his disciples to stay connected to him after
his death and resurrection. Jesus knew if the disciples,
and us, did not abide in him, there would be no chance
for growth and fruit to happen.

In that farewell chapter, Jesus used phrases like,
“abide in me and I in you,” “he who abides in me and
me in him, has much fruit,” “my words abide in you,”
“abide in my love.” So, separate from God we can not
grow, in fact, we can do nothing of eternal conse-
quence.

So many times, in so many places, the disciple’s
path has been reduced to “just make a decision.” There
is no encouragement to “continue in the grace of God,”
that is, sanctification. This is the missing link in the
faith walk of so many, and as a result there is little dif-
ference between Christians and the rest of the world.

However, from time to time, I do find myself wish-
ing that time would stop, things would stay the same
for a while, and my grandchildren would never grow
up. Maybe a ridiculous thought chain, but now I have
confessed! The rest of the time I am so glad to see
growth, especially growth in faith and the understand-
ing of what it means to be a “good different” in a world
that is devoted to “indifference.”

So, let us continue to grow in the grace of God; the
grace of love for God and others, forgiveness of our-
selves and others, holy living, and joy in the assurance
of our salvation.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

Growing up in understanding of different
Devotional
Tim McConnell
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance on-
line at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add your
event” to submit details.

Sept. 1

Free meditation class: 10-11 a.m., Veda Studios (up-
stairs), 853 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Physical, emo-
tional and spiritual benefits. First Sunday of every
month. 828-348-9123. Sponsored by Science of Spiri-
tuality.
Gospel Experience: 1-5 p.m., Colonial Theatre, Park
Street, Canton. The Kingsmen, The Porter Family, Ila
Knight. Free. www.cantonlaborday.com.
Weekly Forum: “Habit of Love 2: Stillness” 9 a.m.,
First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Stillness allows us to
experience “what it feels like to be connected to the
Beloved, the source of the most powerful tool in our
lives: love.” www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-
8630. 

Sept. 3

GriefShare Ministry 13-week program: 5-7 p.m. Tues-
days to Oct. 29, Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elk-
wood Ave., Asheville. Biblical, Christ-centered, com-
passionate meetings to help hurting people cope with
grief. Free but call 254-7262 to register. Dinner is
included.

Sept. 7

Blessing of the Pets service: 10 a.m., Mills River Pres-
byterian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills
River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.com. A special part
of the event will be remembering pets that have
passed during the past year.

Sept. 8

Weekly Forum: “A Walk in a Migrant Camp” 9 a.m.,
First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Pam Rogers had a pro-
found experience in a visit to a migrant camp in Hen-
dersonville and will present why she went, what she
saw, the people she met, and the lessons she learned.
www.fcchendersonville.org or 828-692-8630. 
R.C.I.A. class: 9:30 a.m., St. Margaret Mary Catholic
Church, 102 Andrew Place, Swannanoa. If interested in
studying the faith, the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults is hosting an inquiry class. 828-686-8833.

Sept. 15

Ethical Humanist Society: 2-3:30 p.m., Friends Meet-
ing House, 227 Edgewood Road, Asheville. “Is it Just?
Is it Justice?” by Buncombe County District Attorney
Todd Williams. Free. 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.

Sept. 16

Guided Personal Retreat: Sept. 16-18, Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center, 91 N. Lakeshore Drive.
Spiritual directors and clergy guide you through a
group centering session, prayer service, and individ-
ual spiritual direction session. $279. Call 800-222-
4930. www.lakejunaluska.com/retreats.

Sept. 19

The Personal Growth Forum: 7-8 p.m., Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship of Hendersonville, 2021 Kanuga
Road. Alice McCall presentation encourages attend-
ees to look inwards to address pain through tools like
meditation. The forum meets every month to discuss
spiritual and alternative health matters. Free. Ques-
tions or speaking inquiries can be directed to McCall
at 850-585-5496 or alice@healingpath.info.

Sept. 21

Clarion Call: You Can Make a Difference-Together We
Can Change the World” 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville. $25 for materials
and lunch. Learn how to move from pessimism to
optimism, powerlessness to power, paralysis to ac-
tion. Led by Randy Siegel.

RELIGION CALENDAR

COLUMBIA, S.C. – As the country mourns those
killed and injured in mass shootings in El Paso, Tex-
as, and Dayton, Ohio – and as suicide rates climb – a
South Carolina pastor is launching a gun buyback
program.

Rev. Hillary Taylor, a pastor a Bethany and Zoar
United Methodist churches in Saluda, said she hopes
to raise at least $5,000 to help gun owners who have
unwanted firearms to dispose of them safely.

A hunter and gun owner who said she has strug-
gled with depression and suicidal thoughts, Taylor
supports the Second Amendment “but I also know
that guns and mental health problems are not a good
mix. Self-harm becomes too easy – and too easily fa-
tal.”

South Carolina’s suicide rate increased more than
38% from 1999 to 2016, according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Suicide is the 10th-leading cause of death in the
country, and firearms account for nearly two-thirds
of suicide deaths, the CDC says.

“Suicide is the largest component to gun violence
and it’s something we’re not talking about,” said Tay-
lor, who modeled her program after gun violence pre-
vention efforts led by her favorite Christian activist
and author, Shane Claiborne.

“(Gun buybacks) have not been done in a lot of ru-
ral areas,” she said. “Part of this is to see what the re-

sponse is, and also to help people get access to suicide
prevention materials and to make mental health re-
sources in the area known. Hopefully, (we) will have
some personnel on site to help provide resources.”

Taylor said she is coordinating with local law en-
forcement and other local churches to host a gun
buy-back event from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sept. 7 in Saluda, a
rural town northwest of Lexington County. At the
event, gun owners will receive Walmart gift cards
worth $100 to $200, depending the make and model
of the firearm relinquished.

A specific location for the event will be announced
later.

Saluda County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Toby
Horne said the department will provide security and
safety at the event.

“If it saves one life we’ll be glad,” Horne said.
And whereas weapons relinquished at most gun

buyback programs are destroyed, Taylor said it is her
intent to disable and repurpose the firearms as tools
or artwork.

Gun buybacks are fairly common. For example, in
2017, a group of Upstate pastors held a gun buyback
event at the site of a double homicide in Spartanburg
and have held similar events in the past, according to
GoUpstate.com

Conway and North Charleston police, along with
the Horry County Police Department, Horry County
Sheriff’s Department and the S.C. Highway Patrol,
have also held gun buyback events in the past.

South Carolina pastor launches
gun buyback amid mass shootings
Tom Barton THE STATE


