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world seems to have forgotten.”
It seems we have forgotten, and often never learn
these things in the first place. A disconnect with our
natural world in a daily consequence of our distracted,
disoriented culture.
The seasons are changing yet again here in the
mountains. We see muted colors, with trees as thirsty
as the birds and bears, beetles and bees. And once
again we need the reminder to connect and listen—to
connect through listening, and learn through connecting.
If we are not finding nature a place of healing as
much as recreation, then we are unable to listen, to
hear what we may need to hear more than anything –
maybe even more than the “voice of God.”
It also seems to be deeply rooted in us that we sense
a need for something or someone greater than nature –
certainly greater than ourselves. So we go to church or

Immersion in seasons and streams (French Broad
River) CHRIS HIGHLAND/SPECIAL ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TIMES

other “house of God,” spend time at a retreat, hike up to
a mountain monastery or travel to the Australian outback. What are we looking for? Do we seek a “sacred”

experience in a “sacred” place perhaps led by a “holy”
man, or woman? Do we long for “transcendence” – to
transcend or get above the commonness, busyness
and stressfulness of our lives?
It makes sense that we all want healing and need
healers. If they have to be healers with “supernatural”
abilities, we may be disappointed or even deceived. It
may be costly and potentially harmful.
I’ve always admired those persons, Native or not,
who live in a closer relationship with the earth, the
wild things, the cycle of seasons. They simply have a
more expansive appreciation for what can be harvested when we find ways to be immersed – planted – in
our world, open to deeper listening.
The Aboriginal elder has a word of invitation:
“We’re waiting for all people to listen and hear what we
hear so that we can connect and belong together.”
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com.
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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add your
event” to submit details.

Oct. 12
Fall Festival: 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Groce United Methodist
Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Free. Hot dogs,
bouncy fire truck with slide, games, bake sale, entertainment.
Pumpkin Patch: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday,
12:30-7 p.m. Sundays through October, Groce United
Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville.
Pumpkin Patch: Pumpkins and gourds through Oct.
31, Grace Episcopal Church, 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon-7 p.m.
Sundays. 828-254-1086.

Oct. 13
Homecoming service-218th anniversary: 11 a.m.,
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church, 171 Beaverdam Road, Asheville. Speaker is Pastor Rob Parsons. Music from Chancel Choir, Asbury Quartet, and
others. Covered dish lunch follows service. 828-2530765.

Oct. 15
GriefShare Ministry 13-week program: 5-7 p.m. Tuesdays to Oct. 29, Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Biblical, Christ-centered, compassionate meetings to help hurting people cope with
grief. Free but call 254-7262 to register. Dinner is
included.

Oct. 17
Community Conversation-Ending Our Uncivil War:
6-7:30 p.m., Trinity United Methodist Church, 587
Haywood Road, Asheville. Free but donations accepted. Jim Brown, author of “Ending Our Uncivil War,”
discusses and reflects on issues in his book: the decline of civility, paralysis of our country due to fear
and certitude, how more Americans are leaning toward authoritarian political figures. www.endingouruncivilwar.com or fb.com/325273644727887.

Oct. 19
Yard sale: 9 a.m.-noon, Asbury Memorial United
Methodist Church, 171 Beaverdam Road, Asheville.
Ashley Series Lecture-“Practicing Benedictine Spirituality Outside the Cloister”: The Rev. Dr. Molly T.
Marshall gives lectures at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Oct. 19
and speaks at 9 and 10:30 a.m. services Oct. 20. First
Congregational UCC, 1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville.

Oct. 20
Church of the Incarnation’s 34th anniversary: 1:30
p.m., pavilion at Lake Tomahawk in Black Mountain.
Bring a covered dish if you wish, and join us for lunch.
At 3 p.m. we will have cake and music. Bring a lawn
chair or blanket. 828-669-2320.
Church and cemetery tour: 3 p.m., St. John in the
Wilderness Episcopal Church, 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Begins outside Carriage Door entrance
of church. The tour will last about one hour.
https://www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

Brent Vernon: Singer/songwriter, ventriloquist, author, illustrator: 5 p.m., Meadowbrook Elementary
School, 85 Morning Star Road, Canton. Free but donations accepted.
Ethical Humanist Society: 2:30-4 p.m., Asheville
Friends Meeting, 227 Edgewood Road. “Imagining an
Indigenous Future: Is it possible?” by UNCA associate
professor Trey Adcock. 828-687-7759 or
http://EHSAsheville.org.

Oct. 24
Trunk or Treat: 6:30-7:30 p.m., Groce United Methodist, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Free.

Oct. 26
Yard sale: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Swannanoa Church of God,
199 Wilson Ave., Swannanoa.
GospelFest: 3 p.m., St. James Episcopal Church, 424
State St., Black Mountain. Advance tickets from board
members or eventbrite.com: $10, $5 age 12 and
younger. At the door: $12 and $6.

Oct. 31
Trunk or Treat: 5-8 p.m., West Canton Baptist Church,
75 Lowe St., Canton.
https://www.westcantonbaptist.org/.
Trunk or Treat & Fall Festival: 5-8 p.m., Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork Right Ford, Black Mountain. Bounce house, face painting, hay rides, food,
games. Free. www.mvcnc.com.
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