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Are we only seeing through a glass darkly?
Highland Views
Chris Highland
Guest columnist

While crunching my lunch one afternoon I watched
a “curiosity beetle” (some would call it a stink bug)
walking, exploring, searching all around and across a
picture window. This time, instead of using my “patented” glass-and-card invention to catch-and-release,
I let the thing keep walking while I picked up my pen
for column contemplation.
The beetle made me think of us (this is often how
my mind works, in case you haven’t noticed). I’m not
sure we’re that much different from these smaller
creatures when it comes to seeing our world, experiencing the heights, depths and widths, and considering just how incredibly vast “our” universe really is.
The window world of the curiously circumnavigating insect is literally a window to our wider world. As
the six-legged visitor circled around, I looked out at the
swirling leaves of fall carpeting the browning grass.
Raising my eyes I gazed through the woods and beyond to the dark green hills. Further, I could see up the
hollers to the edge of the Blue Ridge, with waves of
clouds slowly pouring over, bringing cooling winds
and a faint hint of rain. In the greater distance, far beyond my sight, the rolling land, the sea and the greater
expanse of the earth.
Much of what we “see” is an illusion, and even what
we do see accurately is such a small sliver of the whole
that we’re left standing or sauntering in circles, questioning our perception of any of it. I don’t like to think
much about that, but I think it’s true. Only in our hubris would we humans imagine we have scoped the final frontiers and can say we know much, especially
about “unseen” worlds. Does anyone actually believe
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known and loved.”
Doesn’t God love us even when we are in sin, even
our false self? Of course, he does. But he wants more
than anything for us to be transformed into the image
of his Son Jesus, our true self. That is the self that God
longs for us to be and longs to love. He loves us where
we are but wants to move us into being the person he
knows we can be, into an intimate relationship with
him.
As I sit this afternoon looking out of my window, I
see the red, yellow, and orange colors showing through
the green that has covered the leaves all summer. The
true identity of the leaves can now show through, they
can be the true color once hidden by the green. This is
just another analogy of how the true self can be hidden
in our lives by guilt, shame, and secret sins covering
who we really are in the eyes of others. Yet, it is God
who sees who we can be and longs to help us wash the
false self away and expose the inside beauty of the real
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was starting to sag and pull away from the wood frame
beneath, causing it to bow.
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we can simply “Google it” forever and ever, amen?
Imagine. We’re blessed/cursed with imagination.
We wonder what’s out there, what life is and what it’s
all about, though we know – if we’re honest with ourselves – that we’ll probably never really know. We are
sapiens (wise beings) because we wonder, imagine
and explore, which only makes us wonder more, imagine more. Becoming wise is another thing.
Back to the beetle. We think: “Stupid bug! How did
you get in here and why don’t you stay outside where
you belong. You’ll never find a way out on that windowpane.” And we’re probably right. Yet – now use
some of that imagination here – what if the beetle suddenly turned to you, or me, and said: “Stupid human!
Why are you in here and not out there? Looking
through glass is not the same as using your eyes and all
your senses to explore this massive planet. I may be
only a speck, but so are you! At least I have six legs, and
I can fly too!”
So there. If only the creatures we look down upon,
catch or kill, could speak. Would we learn anything
from them? If we are not already their students, their

you and me.
Kevin writes about embracing the Wesleyan practice of meeting in bands, “stepping out of the dim light
and shadows, revealing to God and others the disorder
and chaos of our life, being vulnerable to God, and being vulnerable to each other.” Surrender of the false
self to God means he will help us “divest ourselves of
pride, self-righteousness, and hypocrisy,” the stuff
that covers up our true selves.
Kevin reminds us of the hope of healing with these
words, “Deep healing from the destructive patterns of
sin requires deep knowledge of ourselves and deep
knowledge of the love of God at the places of our deepest shame. … it is the Holy Spirit who works powerfully, but gently, the definition of meekness. The Spirit
will not coerce. Our will has to submit. (James 4:7)
We cannot make the sun rise, but by banding together we can move toward the East.”
Will the real me, please stand up!
This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-4563993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

words would no doubt have little effect. Then again,
maybe we’re more sapient than I think sometimes.
Saul who became Paul (the one who upgraded Jesus – whom he never met – to the Christ; who gave us
his letters as new scripture), famously said: “For now
we see in a glass darkly (or mirror, dimly), but then we
will see face to face.” He goes on to say, “Now I know
only in part; then I will know fully” etc. (First Letter to
the Corinthians, 13).
In other words, as science, philosophy and common
sense clearly tell us, the more we learn the more we
know and understand our world and ourselves. If we
look through the window – or deeper in the mirror –
the world just keeps unfolding, presenting endless
wonders and discoveries.
And better, if we actually “open” the window – including the window (and door) of our mind – and get
out in the open, we will learn every day, every year,
world without end.
I sometimes wish some of the great spiritual writers
had paid more attention to the world around them, sitting and observing or even crawling around with curiosity. Old Job encouraged that when he wrote, “Ask the
animals and they will teach you; the birds of the air and
they will tell you” – plants and fish, too (Job 12). Of
course, he was talking about finding “God’s hand” in all
the creation, but the point is still listening to the voices
and lessons of the natural world.
In “The Spectacle of Illusion,” psychologist and magician Matthew Tompkins writes, “the explanations
related to tricks of our minds can be even more wonderful than supernatural explanations.”
Let’s not be tricked by the dim windows or mirrors,
especially the ones in our minds.
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com.

RELIGION CALENDAR
Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Oct. 26
Yard sale: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Swannanoa Church of
God, 199 Wilson Ave., Swannanoa.
GospelFest: 3 p.m., St. James Episcopal Church,
424 State St., Black Mountain. Advance tickets
from board members or eventbrite.com: $10, $5
age 12 and younger. At the door: $12 and $6.

Oct. 27
Wearing God: Overlooked Biblical Images of God:
8 and 10:45 a.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Also 9:30 a.m. Adult Forum.
Author/professor/Episcopal priest Lauren Winner
shares some overlooked images for God in the
Bible-images that will surprise, delight, challenge,
and draw us nearer to God.
Yahrzeit for Tree of Life: 2-6 p.m., Congregation
Beth HaTephila, 43 Liberty St., Asheville. Pluralist
memorial service will honor victims of Tree of Life
shooting on one-year anniversary of this tragic
event. Stay after oneg for free workshop by Asheville Southern Jewish Collective to explore relationship between anti-Semitism, white supremacy, and
white nationalism. The workshop is geared to a
mature Jewish audience. Registration requested.
Email mrosstru@gmail.com.
Learn about Feast of Tabernacles: 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m., Calvary Baptist Church,
540 Adams
St., Erwin,
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Tennessee. A temporary booth or sukkah set up to
explain significance of Sukkot, or Feast of Taber-

