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12
MONTHS
NO MONEY DOWN

NO PAYMENTSNO PAYMENT
NNNOOO IIINNNTTTEEEERRRREEEESSSSTTTT

25%
OFF
SHOWERS &

BATHS

Don’t miss it - call today and get this
exclusive offer and a free in-home

design consultation.

WestShoreHome.com/news

ST

WE MAKE BATH REMODELING EASY
• COMPLETELY CUSTOMIZABLE
• NO SUB-CONTRACTORS
• ONE-DAY INSTALLATION

Conditions may apply: New orders only; $6,999 minimum purchase required. 25% off product
equals 20% off the entire project. Offer not valid on previous sales or estimates and can not be
combined with other offers. Financing with approved credit. Other restrictions may apply, ask sales
rep for details. PA-012954

CALL TODAY OR VISIT US
ONLINE TO RECEIVE OUR
BLACK FRIDAY SPECIAL

BLACK FRIDAY SHOWER & BATH SPECIAL

AN-GCI0300264-02

CALL 828-407-1496

828-407-1496

For almost 30 years, our family lived
on a farm. We grew a huge garden filled
with every vegetable imagined, several
varieties of apple trees, grape vines, and
of course, flowers. We raised small
calves for sale and Christmas trees. Al-
though we didn’t depend on our farm for
most of our income, we knew what it
was like when calves died, disease
struck our trees, or the garden suffered
from drought.

Every year about this time, memories
of those days flood my mind and seem to
become more vivid and numerous. The
Bible, in both Old and New Testaments,
is filled with stories, parables, and illus-
trations connected to agriculture. Jesus
frequently taught his lessons using par-
ables and stories from the agrarian cul-
ture in which he and his contemporaries
lived. He would often use examples
from farm life: the sower who threw out
seeds (the Word of God), Jesus as the
true vine, we as the branches, we are
known by the fruit we produce, seekers

are the fields ready to be harvested, and
when we follow Jesus we are his sheep.

Psalm 126 was sung as the Jewish
worshippers made their way up to the
temple in Jerusalem to worship and be
thankful. They remembered the faith-
fulness of God to bring them home from
exile. They also remembered that when
they finally got home, work was to be
done. Land to be cleared, water systems
installed, houses built, and crops sown
and harvested. It wasn’t easy and there
were risks along with the tests of their
faith and trust. Verses 5-6 describe was
is known as “the law of the harvest.”

“So those who planted their crops in
despair will shout hurrahs at harvest. So
those who went off with heavy hearts
will come home laughing with arm loads
of blessing.” (The Message)

Farmers know all about what it
means to sow seeds, water and care for
plants, and harvest in the fall. There are
three rules farmers follow:

1. The farmer’s livelihood depends on
the sowing and the harvest. No harvest
unless there is a planting. He is con-
vinced that he must work to make the
harvest.

2. The farmer can faithfully prepare
everything for the harvest, but when
and how much harvest will happen is

out of his control. Consistency is every-
thing, with no immediate rewards, and
no exact time of harvest.

3. After all the careful planting, culti-
vating, and hard work, the farmer must
let go of the outcome. There must be the
realization that forces beyond human
control will provide the harvest.

A story from West Africa can help us
understand and appreciate what farm-
ers know about the “law of the harvest.”
The climate of this particular region has
a climate much like the Bible lands. The
year’s food supply must be grown in the
wet months of May through August. By
January, family meals are cut to one a
day, then as March comes the food sup-
ply shrinks even smaller.

The story goes that a young boy
found a bag of grain hanging high up in
the goat pen. He excitedly brought it to
his father thinking that now the family
had food to eat. But the father quickly
informed his son that this grain was not
for them to eat, but to plant when the
rains came in May. They were the very
life of his family for the future. When the
time came, the farmer with tears in his
eyes goes to his field, scatters the pre-
cious seeds, convinced of the truth of
the “law of the harvest.”

When the African pastors preach

about thanksgiving and the harvest
from Psalm 126, they proclaim, “Broth-
ers and sisters, this is God’s law of the
harvest. Don’t expect to rejoice later un-
less you have first been willing to sow in
tears.”

Jesus taught us by his life and death
to believe in the eternal law of the har-
vest. “A grain of wheat must die before it
can bear fruit.” Jesus gave his life away
so that the world could be saved—the
bread of life. God invites us to sow in
tears as we grieve over our sins, the
Church’s, and the world’s. We die spiri-
tually to our own interests, keep plow-
ing, watering, praying, studying, en-
couraging one another, even when it
seems the harvest will never come. It’s
not easy to believe that the Lord of the
harvest is faithful when all you see is
barren, dry ground.

But like the farmer, we must sow the
seeds, let go in faith, and trust God for
the harvest in our own lives, our family,
our church, our community, and the
world.

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

Sow the seeds and trust God for the harvest
Devotional
Tim McConnell
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Though we are a troubled sea, we can
plumb the depths, go deeper, to discover
a calmness beneath the surface where
there is a current of contentment mov-
ing us forward, for our good and the
common good.

We describe alterations in our view-
points as “sea changes.” We voyage on
another ocean of thinking and see
things differently. This is how it can feel
to navigate over the sea of spirituality to
the sea of freethinking. There are patch-
es of water where the two are – the wa-
ters come together – like a river delta,
salt water mixes together with fresh.
And there are times when a “sea
change” is called for; even a “stream

change” – to journey up a river for clear
water, fresh vision.

This sounds very esoteric until we
listen to real people like Frederick Doug-
lass and countless others who survive
suffering while they “paddle their own
canoes” as self-made human beings.
Each individual who picks up their pad-
dle and launches their canoe – or builds
their own – harnesses the restlessness
and shows us what humanity can do.
This is the “compensation” Douglass
identifies, the balance of our inner
strength emerging from the sea of trou-
bles. We leave the grateful earth re-
freshed and beautiful.

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Learn more at chighland.com. 
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