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A non-believer’s open letter to God
Highland Views
Chris Highland
Guest columnist

Why on earth (or anywhere else)
would a non-believing humanist freethinking secular person write a letter to
a Being they don’t believe exists? Great
question. I’m not sure.
Two things before I begin. My intent
is not to mock sincere beliefs; I hope
readers will hear more humor than sarcasm. Also, I need to assure readers that
quoting ancient books in response will
not be helpful (or guessing at a divine
response).
Here with my open letter.
Dear Creator of the Universe (or Dear
Universe?),
Since the world has been divided
over belief in You for … well, forever, I
thought I might dare to ask You some
nagging questions (though, honestly, I
don’t expect a reply except from those
who are confident they speak for You).
So, “God” (or should I call you Adonai,
Jesus, Allah, Krishna, Buddha or Goddess?), I hesitate to address You as
“dear” since that implies a personal intimacy and familiarity — can anyone be
so audacious to claim that?
I don’t want to try Your infinite patience, so here goes:
1-Where did You come from? Some
say Science makes no sense when it
says the evidence points to a Big Bang;
they say there had to be Someone to
light the fuse. Well, if You were the one
who flipped the switch, where did You
come from? Were You just sitting
around doing nothing for zillions of
years before deciding to create a “universe”? I have to say, that’s harder to believe than scientific theory.
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2-I’m jumping around here but why
so many Religions? Why are there all
these different stories and scriptures,
teachers and traditions that don’t agree
on who You are? I understand culture,
language, geography, different viewpoints. But did You intend to confuse
us? If you “revealed” Yourself to people
in different places and times, why isn’t
the story essentially the same? Are You
aware that people have been killing each
other over You and Your Name for centuries? Just thought You should know.
3-If You really wanted everyone on
the planet to believe in You, then why
didn’t You wait to send Your prophets in
the 21st Century when they could use
the internet to reach the world in all languages 24/7? Non-stop miracles on
YouTube would leave little doubt. And, I
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wonder, why stay invisible except to the
“eyes of faith”?
4-I have one Jesus question, since
billions say they follow him and say he’s
You. If he was Your only child and You
were so unhappy with all of us that You
sent him here and had him killed so You
would feel better about us ... excuse me,
but I don’t get it. He taught some very
good things about compassion and justice, but the old stories and rituals proclaiming his “miraculous life” and “sacrificial death” seem to distract many
from living his message. Wouldn’t it
have made more sense to have him appear on all channels to teach lovingkindness and then just forgive anyone
You were so angry with?
5-I’m not going to ask why there is so
much suffering and “evil” in Your uni-

verse because I know the answer—suffering is a part of nature; it’s just the way
things are. But many of Your believers
say You have “lessons” and “tests” for
us. A disaster happens and hundreds
are killed, while some thank You for
“miraculously” saving them. Do you
have favorites?
6-Billions believe You own two magnificent real estate properties called
“heaven” and “hell.” From what I hear,
heaven is with You and hell is without
You. The way many describe it, heaven
sounds like an eternal mega-church service in a gated community where You sit
on a throne pleased to hear joyful praise
to You for eternity. Pardon me, but that
sounds like it’s all about Your Divine
Ego. Then I’m told that hell is a place of
torturous punishment for not believing
in You, but could I live a very unethical
life and with my last breath say I was
sorry and still get a free pass?
7-Last question for now (You must be
very busy). A lot of Your people say You
are a “God of Love” or even Love itself.
That sounds nice, but I guess I don’t understand why we need faith, religion,
church or (sorry) even God, to be loving,
kind and good. Many who say You are
dear to them don’t seem to show love
and compassion any more than those
who think You’re imaginary.
If You are Love (Goodness? Nature itself?), perhaps we could live the best
way we know to live as human beings,
and whether we believe in You or not
we’d be considered Your friends.
Thanks for listening (?).
Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and interfaith chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.
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Yes, you are seeing double – or make
that quadruple. And, no, it’s not a multiplication miracle, in the loaves and
fishes sense.
There are two popes in HBO’s sequel, “The New Pope” (Mondays, 9
EST/PST), just as there were two popes
in current film “The Two Popes.”
Jude Law, whose Pope Pius XIII (nee
Lenny Belardo) collapsed at the end of
the cable network’s 2017 limited series
“The Young Pope,” says it’s more than a
coincidence that he and John Malkovich, as Sir John Brannox (aka Pope
John Paul III), find themselves together
in the follow-up from writer-director
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“We are in a unique period where we
have two popes alive at the same time,”

“Doctrines That Define Our Christianity” sermon series: 6 p.m. Sundays
through mid-March, Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Detailed study of Biblical doctrine
and how God’s Holy Word instructs us
to live out our faith in understanding
what we believe.
The Writers Forum: 9 a.m., First Congregational United Church of Christ,
1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. The
writer reads his/her own work, any
genre, to the group. If you’d like to
read, contact Rand Bishop at 808-6970090 or randbishop33@gmail.com.
Fundamentals of Buddhist Meditation: 3-5:30 p.m., Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa Buddhist Center, 1070 Tunnel
Road Building 2, Unit 20, Asheville.
$25, discount for members. Introduces

Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. A reserved time may be
scheduled by calling 828-254-7262.

Jan. 29
Happiness From A Different Source:
Drop-in series to Jan. 29. 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, Je Tsongkhapa Kadampa
Buddhist Center, 1070 Tunnel Road,
Building 2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10. See
how we can find our happiness from a
different source. Guided meditation, a
talk, time for discussion. 828-668-2241
or www.meditationinasheville.org/
happiness-from-a-different-sourcedrop-in-series/.

Feb. 4
Written To Speak poetry event: 6:30
p.m., Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 51
Wilburn Place, Asheville. Poetry and
storytelling with spoken word poet,
Tanner Olson. Tanner shares Gospel
message and his
life experiences in a
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poetic, humorous, and engaging way.

