
Asheville Citizen-Times - 03/14/2020 Page : D01

� Asheville Citizen-Times
March 14, 2020 10:35 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page

Asheville Citizen Times ❚ SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020 ❚ 1D

Living

CLARKSVILLE, Ind. – Through a recent art
project, students at a local high school have
worked one stitch at a time to raise awareness
of the struggles faced by refugees across the
world. 

For months, the fine arts department at
Our Lady of Providence High School in
Clarksville has been involved in an interna-
tional art initiative called 25 Million Stitches
to bring attention to the global refugee crisis.
The local project features hand-stitched work
by Providence students and other community
members, and the arts department recently
set up panels for students to stitch on before
the start of class. The panels will be mailed to
California to become part of a tapestry featur-
ing more than 2,000 artists.

The idea behind the art initiative is that
each stitch represents an individual who has
been forced to flee their country as a result of
war, genocide, poverty, natural disasters, vio-
lence and other threats. According to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, there were an estimated 25.9 million ref-
ugees worldwide in 2018, so the initiative
aims to collect at least 25 million stitches to
represent the scale of the refugee crisis.

When Donna Burden, art teacher at Provi-
dence, was informed of the 25 Million Stitch-
es project, she was immediately inspired to
work with her own students on the initiative.
Students have worked on the panels in her
3-D art classes and the school’s art club, and
she eventually opened up the project so that

anybody could work on a panel.
The California artist behind the initiative

mailed the fabric to the school, Burden said,
and students started working on the panels in
the fall. The school is preparing to mail off the
panels. The big art piece will be on display in
California later this year.

Burden describes the project as “artful ser-
vice.”

“It’s using your God-given skills and tal-
ents to benefit the community and the world
around you – it’s doing good in the name of
art, basically,” she said.

Burden said she didn’t know much about
sewing or embroidery when she started the
project – her skills extended to attaching a
button or sewing a straight line on a sewing
machine– so she was learning with the stu-
dents throughout the project, and she often
learned new stitches from her students. Few
of the students had experience with sewing,
she said. All of the panels are hand-stitched
so that artists can have a personal connection
with each stitch, Burden said.

“You can kind of meditate on each life that
you’re representing,” she said. “If you go
through the sewing machine, you can go so
fast that you don’t really have a connection
with the stitches, and you want to connect
with the stitches. The more stitches that you
have, the more lives you are representing.”

Burden said about 100 students in her intro
to 3D class have worked on the project, and
students and faculty were invited to add
stitches to panels representing the names of
the high school’s “houses,” which include
faith, courage, justice, humility, integrity,
spirit, truth and loyalty. 

She let the students select their own
themes for their design, but she asked them to
keep their images positive. The imagery de-
picted in the panels includes animals, flow-
ers, crosses, inspirational words and symbols
of peace and unity. One of the panels depicts
holding hands forming a heart with the
words, “there is no ‘us’ and ‘them,’ there is
only ‘us.’”

Our Lady of Providence High School senior Augusta Schonard holds up a panel she created for a recent art project called 25 Million Stitches.
PHOTOS BY BROOKE MCAFEE/NEWS AND TRIBUNE

STITCHBYSTITCH 
INDIANA HIGH SCHOOL’S ART PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS REFUGEE CRISIS

Brooke McAfee NEWS AND TRIBUNE

Brooklyn Stemle, a freshman at Our Lady of
Providence High School in Clarksville, Ind.,
adds stitches to a panel spelling out
“justice,” one of the “houses” at the school.

See REFUGEE, Page 2D

Someone wrote to me asking if I see God in the nat-
ural world. The simple answer is that I do not. Yet, this
frequent question continually leads me to ask another:
Which One?

Humans have seen divine activity or felt a sacred
presence in nature for as long as we’ve been around.
Many claim they have heard a voice, seen a face, felt
the touch of “the holy” in the forest, on a mountain, by
the ocean, in their garden. I have no doubt that some-
thing happened to them. But if that something is

named “God,” I have to ask: How do you know? And, to
which God are you referring?

Most of those I hear from refer to the biblical God,
Jesus or a “spiritual presence” that often seems to cir-
cle back to an Abrahamic religious belief. And usually
there is a human quality to the experience, and specific
to a language and culture. Of course, as we know, God
speaks English. That’s a joke, but doesn’t it seem that a
majority of these encounters with the divine, at least
most we hear about, occur to English-speaking people,
or even more narrowly, in an Americanized context?
For one thing, that “face” is invariably white. 

Take the appearances of Jesus or Mary or a saint –
all Christian. Someone hears a voice and it’s “obvious-
ly” Jesus. Do people stop to think, if they lived in India
they might be hearing the voice of Krishna? In Arabia,
Allah? 

Many Fundamentalists who don’t believe in evolu-
tion seem to be unaware of several things: scientists
and most of the rest of us don’t “believe” in evolution
either (it’s not a belief, it’s an evidence-based view of
life on earth – no one “believes” in gravity or the sun-
rise) and Darwin himself spoke of Providence and a
Creator. He was probably agnostic, but he wasn’t anti-
religious. Many of the American Founders spoke of
Providence as well. It’s a Deistic viewpoint – “Nature’s
God” – not beholden to one particular religion.

So, is there a God in nature? It depends on how one
defines “God” and depends on our personal experience
and education. It also greatly depends on one’s defini-
tion and view of “Nature.” Most of us were raised with
the worldview that believed God was “up” and nature 

If there’s a God in nature, which one?
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See NATURE, Page 2D
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The world in natural light. CHRIS
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“down here” with us. Along with that
view, God was male (“Father”) and
nature was “His creation.” Though
God is invisible, God is somehow
“visible” in the created world. 

When I saw a small bird suffer and
die outside my window this morning
I could have thought back to what I
learned in Sunday School: not a spar-
row falls but our Heavenly Father
sees. So, are we to understand that
God “sees” and “hears” but can’t or
won’t act? A person suffers and dies
and we hear that God cares. There’s
no way to see that or measure that.
“Take it on faith.” “Just believe.” 

For most of us, I think, that’s inad-
equate. If a divine being made the
world as it is, so full of imperfection
and suffering, why do people pray,
and why to a “God of Love”? I was
told, “Prayer moves the hand of God,”
but does it? Is it meant to get God’s
attention: “Hey, could you please do
something here!?” If we have to wake
the Creator up each time we need as-
sistance, that’s not a very impressive
deity. A parishioner in Tennessee,
whose church was destroyed and
many neighbors killed by a tornado
said: “God is good! God saved me. He
[steered] that train around me.” And
he ran over those others?

Meaning no disrespect to the lady
and the way she copes with disaster, I
don’t see any God like that involved
in the world, inside or outside nature.
Frankly, if that’s the way God’s “plan”
works, I sure wouldn’t accept either
the plan or the Planner. What I do see
is a wild kind of beauty, creativity
and life as well as destruction and
death in nature – a completely natu-
ral universe operating with natural
laws. Not a world where “suffering
teaches lessons, so just watch what
happens” is the main “plan.” It’s a
world we can accept as it is, and ac-
cept nature the way it is – the won-
derfully unpredictable world de-
scribed by Robert Burns: “Wildly
here, without control, Nature reigns
and rules the whole.”

If “divinity” refers to the messy
mix of everything, the incredible di-
versity we are a part of, open to end-
less exploration, then, sure, I see all
that. I wouldn’t call it divine, sacred
or god. And though I’m no pantheist,
there is a kind of logic in the words of
the Hindu Bhagavad Gita: we are “all
in one.” Maybe that’s enough said?

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chap-
lain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist cel-
ebrant. Chris and his wife Carol, a
Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. Learn more at chighland.com. 
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At the beginning of the project, the
class had discussions on the topic of hu-
man dignity and the refugee crisis, Bur-
den said.

“I think because we talked ahead of
time about the dignity of life and how
Christ calls us to help all people, they
just kind of went into the planning with
that in the forefront of their minds,”
Burden said.

Providence senior Augusta Scho-
nard’s panel depicts a crowd of people
gathered outside the Berlin Wall with
the words “we know walls don’t work,”
and the piece contains a stitched peace
sign as graffiti on the wall.

Schonard said she loves sewing, and
it meant a lot for her to be an advocate
for the acceptance of refugees through
her panel. She wanted to comment on
the Trump administration’s building of
the border wall.

“Basically, the message I wanted to
send was, we know that this doesn’t
work, so why do this again?” she said.
“And also to help the refugees, of course,
and to let them into the country, be-
cause we know that they need help, and
we should help them because, it’s just
the good thing to do.”

The panel also references the Bible
verse Leviticus 19:33, which instructs
that when a foreigner “resides among
you in your land, do not mistreat them,”
but instead, to treat them “as your na-
tive-born.”

“(The verse) says we should not judge
foreigners, for we were once foreigners

in Egypt,” Schonard said.
Sophomore Kayla Badon was among

the students contributing her stitches to
the “house” panels this week. For her,
the art project has personal significance
– her father came to the United States as
a refugee at age 15 in search of a better
life, she said.

“He had to learn a lot of things really
young,” she said. “I never really knew
what it was like for him to come to a new
country not knowing all this – not
knowing any English, not being an
American.”

She wants the project to send a mes-
sage of inclusion to those coming to the
United States as refugees, no matter
where they are coming from. She also
appreciates that the project involves

students creating the stitches by hand.
Freshman Brooklyn Stemle taught

herself to embroider, and she created
two panels for the project, including a
detailed depiction of a turtle.

“I’m happy that I’m able to do this,
even if I have to give it up,” Stemle said.
“It’s really nice to be able to do this pro-
ject and show that refugees do have a
voice and they should be shown in soci-
ety.”

Rev. Dan Atkins, chaplain at Provi-
dence, said the project sends an impor-
tant message.

“It’s just amazing how our students
are being brought into the real world
where we need prayer and we need love
– we keep inviting them to come into di-
alogue with the world, especially the
world of the poor. We have to be remind-
ed almost every day that there are peo-
ple who need us to stand beside them.”

Burden said it feels “profound” to be
part of a larger advocacy piece, and she
is excited to see photos and video of the
panels when they are put together in the
tapestry.

“Our (panels) are just going to be a
small portion of all of these other artists
who have done all of these amazing
things,” she said. “We’re just a small
part of that, yet we’ve played a role in it,
so I think that’s pretty cool.”

She wants the art piece to remind
people that “we are all one.”

“It’s important to get outside of your-
self every now and then and to remem-
ber that throughout the world, there are
people who need help and need assis-
tance, so even if you’re not able to help
monetarily, there may be a way that you
can raise awareness and build advocacy
in some other way,” Burden said.

Refugee
Continued from Page 1D

A panel created by a student at Our
Lady of Providence High School in
Clarksville, Ind., provides a message of
unity.BROOKE MCAFEE/NEWS AND TRIBUNE

Pride is a sin which seems to go un-
detected within ourselves, but is most
obvious in others. However, maybe if
we honestly answer the following ques-
tions, traces of spiritual pride can be
discovered even in our daily lives.

How do we react when others get the
promotion, the better office, or the as-
signment we wanted? When another
gets recognized instead of us? There are
times when we criticize ourselves and
really mean them, but how do we feel
when others say the same things about
us? Does criticism cause hostility and
resentment in our hearts, and cause us
to immediately try to justify and even
excuse ourselves?

Humility is the spiritual prescription
for pride. Martin Luther told a story of
two mountain goats who met on a nar-
row ledge just wide enough for one to
pass. With a steep canyon on one side
and a sheer wall on the other. They were
facing each other unable to go around or

back up. Instead of butting each other
until they fell into the canyon below,
one goat lay down on the trail and let
the other literally walk over him--both
were safe.

Humility seems to be that elusive
concept that is hard to explain, with
even the dictionary having a difficult
time. Is humility something good to be
sought after, or is it something to be
avoided because it just doesn’t fit into
our way of thinking? An article several
years ago in the Citizen Times by Casey
Hurley poses the question of whether
Americans think of humility as a virtue
or a vice. Hurley contends that humility
is a virtue when (1) we know we are
good at something, (2) we realize that
others don’t care, (3) we recognize that
others have talents too, and (4) we
know that, after we die, the world goes
on. If you think a little while on each of
these points, you should be able to see
that they make a lot of sense as we try to
explain humility.

But this is not the whole picture from
the perspective of a follower of Jesus.
We will need to look at humility from
Jesus’ point of view. We do know that
we are good at some things. We realize
that the gifts, talents, and abilities that

we have come from God, the Giver of all
good things. We try to use those gifts in
God’s service and for the building of his
kingdom and not for our own gain. We
also realize that people who are not fol-
lowers of Christ really do not care about
our abilities and accomplishments.
Their main thoughts are centered upon
themselves and have little concern for
others. Now if we are true followers of
Jesus, we will recognize and applaud
the talents that others have, realizing
that God gives talents to everyone, and
we should encourage them to be used.
We also know that when we die, the
world does indeed go on. But hopefully
we will have left the world a better place
by having used what God gave us to
help others.

As followers of Jesus, we must turn
to his words to find out what he said
about this subject of humility and the
examples that he gave. You will remem-
ber when Jesus, God in human form,
asked John the Baptist to baptize him.
He humbled himself, although he was
without sin, as an example for us. The
greatest of all the examples of Jesus’
humility came when he knelt and
washed the feet of his disciples. The
God of the universe washing the dirty

feet of those men shows us the ultimate
in humility and service to others. Jesus
said on many occasions that people
who try to be first in this world will be
last in the world to come. He took a little
child and said that if we humble our-
selves as the child, we will become
among the greatest in heaven. Jesus
also said that if we promoted ourselves
as the Pharisee who prayed the boastful
prayer of pride in the church, we will be
rejected, but if we pray the humble
prayer of the sinner, we will be lifted up.
Humility is a requirement for the true
follower of Jesus; it is not optional. Je-
sus said, “So those who are last will be
first. And those who are first will be
last.” (Matthew 20:16 CEB)

So, let us look to Jesus as our exam-
ple and say as John the Baptist did, “I
must decrease, as Christ increases.” As
more and more of Christ is seen in us,
less and less of ourselves is visible. That
is the source of true humility.

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot-
.com. 

Those who try to be first here will be last in the world to come
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

March 19

Twilight Labyrinth Walk: 5-7 p.m., First
Congregational Church, 1735 Fifth Ave.
W., Hendersonville. Candles and music
enhance your individual walk and re-
flection. www.fcchendersonville.org or
828-692-8630.

March 21

Traditional shape-note singing: 10
a.m.-3 p.m., St. George’s Episcopal
Church, 1 School Road, Asheville. Free.
Experience a traditional shape-note
singing, with instruction for newco-
mers.We will use William Walker’s “The
Christian Harmony.” Bring a dish to
share for lunch.

March 22

Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Guest musician is violinist Maria Pota-
pova.

March 25

Faith in the 828: Higher Education and
Holistic Lives: 12:15 p.m.-1 p.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 60 Church St., Ashe-
ville. Lunch $6. Speaker is Dr. Lynn Mor-
ton, president of Warren Wilson College
.

March 26

“Bible Bingo”: A Comedy with God,
Games & Goofy Prizes: 2 p.m. March 26,
7 p.m., March 27, 2 and 7 p.m. March
28, The Center for Art & Inspiration, 125
S. Main St., Hendersonville. About
church culture of fundraising and bingo.
Bible trivia, audience interaction, im-
provised moments, and funny quiz

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

March 14

Purpose Quartet: 6 p.m., Swannanoa
Valley Independent Missionary Baptist
Church, 220 Lytle Cove Road, Swanna-
noa. Kickoff to Campmeeting Revival.
828-686-3977. 

March 15

Campmeeting Revival: March 15-18,
Swannanoa Valley Independent Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 220 Lytle Cove
Road, Swannanoa. Service times 11 a.m
.and 7 p.m. March 15 and 7 p.m. March
16-18. 828-686-3977.
World Race Missionary Teresa McMil-
lan: 6 p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Hear her
stories of sharing the Gospel in over 50
countries. 
Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Guest musician is Michael Jones on
oboe.
Yoga for Lent: 4 p.m. Sundays during
Lent, Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Donation-based
Gentle Flow Yoga class. For all experi-
ence levels. Bring your own mat. 
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville:
2:30-4 p.m., Friends Meeting House,
227 Edgewood Road. Topic is “Instruc-
tions for Living a Life” Kathy Meacham
and Ira Sloan. Kathy and Ira teach med-
ical students about ethical thinking and
moral imagination versus risk aversion.
http://EHSAsheville.org.

about Holy Family. $35, group price
$30. www.thecenterae.com or 828-697-
8547.

March 27

Musical drama “There Must be a Sacri-
fice”: 7 p.m. March 27-28, 6 p.m. March
29, West Asheville Baptist Church, 926
Haywood Road. Free. 828-253-9826 or
www.westashevillebaptist.org.

March 28

American Christian Fiction Writers-
South Carolina Chapter: 2 p.m., North
Anderson Baptist Church, 2308 N. Main
St., Anderson, S.C. Writing class “Un-
locking the Secrets of Facebook for
Authors” and critique of members
manuscripts. Visitors are welcome to sit
in critique sessions and offer feedback.
Free. http://scwritersacfw.blog-
spot.com/. 

March 29

Celtic service: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 60 Church St., Asheville.
Guest musician is David Keller on Indian
flute.

March 30

“Reading Philippians in Context: Paul,
Greco-Roman literature, Judaism”
conference: 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Luthe-
ridge’s Mission House, 2511 Henderson-
ville Road, Arden. Presenter is Paul
Holloway, PhD. Fresh scholarship in
Apostle Paul’s epistle dealing with grief
and consolation in the church will enliv-
en your study for teaching, preaching,
counseling. $25 includes lunch. Register
at www.wncbf.org.
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