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NEW YORK – For many religious fam-
ilies across the United States, the coro-
navirus has disrupted their most antici-
pated traditions – the rites of passage
that mark their adolescent children’s
full entry into their congregations.

With most houses of worship halting
large in-person services due to the out-
break, some bar and bat mitzvahs have
been conducted via Zoom rather than
before a throng of well-wishers at the
families’ synagogue. Many confirma-
tion ceremonies at Christian churches
have been postponed until fall, at least
one was held on Zoom, and an Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America congre-
gation near Chicago will hold its confir-
mation service in the church parking
lot.

Sharon Rogers, associate pastor at
Light of Christ Lutheran Church in Al-
gonquin, Illinois, said 23 children –
mostly 13-year-olds – are expected to be
confirmed in the parking lot on June 13.
Each family will be allowed to bring
three vehicles, parking in every other
space in deference to social distancing.

The children, accompanied by their

parents and baptismal sponsors, will
emerge one group at a time from their
cars to approach the two presiding pas-
tors, who will forgo the traditional act of
laying hands on the children.

“The church is not a building, the
church is people,” said Rogers, explain-
ing why parents had embraced the idea
of an outdoor service. 

“For me as a dad, it’s different, but
we’re happy about it, rather than can-
celling or delaying it,” said Leon Redo-
bos, whose 14-year-old daughter Lind-
say will be confirmed. 

“This rite of passage – it’s really be-
tween my daughter and God,” he said.
“We just need a place where we can be
surrounded by people who love you and
want to support your faith.”

Each confirmand has selected a Bible
verse to guide their life. Redobos said
Lindsay had chosen Luke 1:37: “For with
God, nothing shall be impossible.”

A neighboring ELCA church – St. Bar-
nabas in Cary, Illinois – held classes for
its eight confirmation students over
Zoom. A First Communion service will
be held via Zoom June 7, but Pastor Sa-
rah Wilson said the full-scale confirma-
tion service is now scheduled for Oct. 31

Wilson found it challenging to lead

the online class sessions.
“It was hard for kids to learn how to

use Zoom, then they learned how to use
it really well,” she said. “I think some of
them were gaming during class.”

Two United Methodist congregations
in Bismarck, North Dakota, approached
confirmation in different ways. 

Rev. Jenny Hallenbeck Orr, who
serves McCabe United Methodist
Church, decided to postpone the cere-
mony until later in the summer, or in the
fall. Legacy UMC held the first part of
confirmation in a Zoom call with more
than 70 participants . Rev. Brandon Vet-
ter, Legacy’s lead pastor, said a follow-
up in-person ceremony was planned for
later.

In Encino, California, where Valley
Beth Shalom normally celebrates sever-
al bar mitzvahs a month, Rabbi Noah
Farkas says there have been various re-
sponses from families unable to hold
ceremonies in the synagogue.

He said some families postponed
ceremonies until later this year, some
celebrated in their backyards only with
people from their household, others
conducted ceremonies online.

“This pandemic is hitting us all differ-
ently, and a one-size-fits-all mentality
just can’t work right now,” Farkas said
via email.

One mother, Deb Levy of Montclair,
New Jersey, wrote a piece for The New
York Times about having an online bar
mitzvah for 13-year-old son Zane in

March because their synagogue was off-
limits for big gatherings.

With just a few people on hand in the
synagogue, the service was live-
streamed to a far-flung array of friends
and relatives. Levy tallied 248 notes
sent by well-wishers who watched.

In suburban Atlanta, the Duke family
decided to livestream 12-year-old Lila
Duke’s bat mitzvah from home. The
event was chronicled by The Jerusalem
Post, which said the service was enliv-
ened midway through when the family’s
cat jumped atop a table to make an un-
scheduled appearance.

The pandemic has prompted many
Roman Catholic churches to postpone
First Communion and confirmation ser-
vices. 

At Memorial Lutheran Church in
Houston, the confirmation service for
about a dozen children had been sched-
uled for this Sunday but is now planned
for late September. 

“We made that decision early in the
pandemic, knowing it would be difficult
for people like grandparents, godpar-
ents and other relatives to rearrange
their travel plans to attend,” said the
senior pastor, Scott Murray. His congre-
gation is part of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.

Some parents acknowledged disap-
pointment at the delay, but Murray said
they were understanding, and did a
good job at their homes administering
memorization tests for their children.

Senior pastor Kendall Koenig, left, associate pastor Sharon Rogers, center, and PATH Manager Jared Skorburg pose for a photo at Light of Christ Lutheran Church in
Algonquin, Ill. “The church is not a building, the church is people,” said Rogers, explaining why parents had embraced the idea of an outdoor service for their
children's upcoming confirmation ceremony. NAM Y. HUH/AP

Coming of age in isolation 
Pandemic disrupts traditional rites
of passage for many devout families
David Crary 
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Reading the alumni magazine from
Seattle Pacific University I learned one
of my most influential professors had
passed away. Dr. Raymond Wells taught
courses in Religion and Philosophy for
many years. He and Dr. Walter Johnson
were central teachers who inspired me
to choose a double degree in Religion
and Philosophy. That choice had a pro-
found effect on the course of my life.

Ray (Dr. Wells and I were on a first-
name basis) asked me to be his teaching
assistant one semester for an Introduc-
tion to Philosophy course. I felt honored
to sit at Ray’s desk, write on “his” black-
board, lead discussions and even grade
papers. At the end of the semester I was
hooked on teaching. Ray would often in-

vite me up to his tiny office high in old
Tiffany hall where we would share his
spiced tea invariably spiced with philo-
sophical conversation.

In my senior year, taking indepth
courses on ancient and modern Philoso-
phy, Ray also encouraged my wider ex-
plorations in Comparative Religion. His
course on World Religions was a semi-
nal moment in my educational journey.
A whole world of thought opened for
me. I still remember writing a term pa-
per and giving a class presentation on
the Chinese philosopher Master Kung,
usually called Confucius. His practical,
humanistic wisdom felt like a breath of
fresh air during the gradual emergence
from my own narrow, biblical beliefs. 

Ray’s courses helped me expand my
worldview. Though I was still taking
courses on Christianity and Biblical
History, I was also reading scriptures
that spanned the landscape of religion:
the Qur’an, Vedas, Upanishads, Gita,
the Tao Te Ching and Analects of Master
Kung. Some of those texts remain on my

bookshelf to this day.
As I was completing my years as an

undergraduate, I discussed with Ray the
possibility of remaining at SPU to teach.
I think he was genuinely pained to tell
me there were no positions available. He
wished me well on my graduation and
plans for seminary. I lost contact with
Ray, but never lost that deep connection
to his good-hearted nature and encour-
agement. Even after so many years, and
now that he’s gone, I continue to value
essential life lessons he taught.

Every day at the beginning of class,
Ray entered the room, greeted us, and
went right for the chalk. It became a joke
among students that Ray would draw
the same thing on the board every time.
It was what he called a “Continuum”—a
long, arching line from one end of the
board to the other. The rest of the hour
would consist of an interactive lecture
during which he would fill that continu-
um with a constellation of “balance
points” covered in chalk dust. No matter
what he was presenting, Ray showed us,

through that simple graphic illustration,
that ideas were connected, balance was
at least possible, beliefs and worldviews
were related, and so were the people
who espoused them, whether they
knew it, liked it, or not.

One definition of continuum de-
scribes “a continuous sequence in
which adjacent elements are not per-
ceptibly different from each other, al-
though the extremes are quite distinct.”
This was the genius of Ray’s teaching
style. He could take virtually any branch
of Philosophy or religious tradition and
place it somewhere on a continuum re-
lated to some other branch, tradition or
idea we normally wouldn’t connect.
This gave us an image to take with us
and think about. People are not as dis-
connected as we imagine. We’re all on
the line, the arch, the continuum some-
where. Many disagreements, lots of
conflicts, but it’s finding the relation-
ships that matters, discovering the com-

Teaching to find common ground, not battleground

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See COMMON, Page 2D
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mon ground instead of battlegrounds. 
In one class on the philosophical tradition of Exis-

tentialism (an individual’s existence and relationship
with the world is primary), I wrote a term paper on
“Martin Buber and Soren Kierkegaard in Dialogue.”

It was deeply meaningful to discover the balance
points, on a continuum of thought, linking these two
great thinkers.

I was identifying levels and layers of meaning in
the relationship between Jewish and Christian ap-
proaches to the world, as well as Buber and Kierke-
gaard as individuals with unique stories. My own ex-

perience with diverse points on the continuum of
faith was opening my eyes to a much larger field of
view.

One further memory of Ray comes to mind. Though
he could be a little absent-minded at times, he was
most often intensely present, listening closely as one
of his students struggled with a concept. Even with
the heaviest philosophical ideas, he would make it
real and more personal.

You had the sense Ray was on a similar search for
wisdom, the same continuum with you. The mark of a
truly effective teacher. 

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister
and interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teach-
er, writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in
Asheville. Learn more at chighland.com. 

Common
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June has arrived and with it an exciting spread of
new produce on farmers market tables — summer
squash, snap peas, kohlrabi, broccoli, garlic scapes,
baby beets, and even a few greenhouse-grown toma-
toes and peppers. There are more vendors, too, as
some farms are returning to market after the slower
spring season. Several markets have been able to ad-
just their layout to accommodate additional spaces
while still maintaining social distancing precautions.
And starting today, you have another market to visit
in Asheville. East Asheville Tailgate Market reopens
this afternoon from 3-6 p.m. at Groce Methodist
Church, 954 Tunnel Road.

We suggest starting your June veggie celebration
with summer squash, snap peas, and garlic scapes.
Full Sun Farm (North Asheville Tailgate Market, Riv-
er Arts District Farmers Market) has mixed squash,
sold as pints of baby pattypans as well as full-size
zucchini and zephyr, a straight-neck yellow squash
with a pale green tip. Look for snap peas from Lee’s
One Fortune Farm (ASAP Farmers Market, Black
Mountain Tailgate Market, West Asheville Tailgate
Market, River Arts District Farmers Market, and East
Asheville Tailgate Market) and Five Pine Farm (Wea-
verville Tailgate Market). We’ve spotted garlic
scapes—the curly shoots that extend out of the garlic
plant in the early summer—from Gaining Ground
Farm and Flying Cloud Farm (both at North Asheville
Tailgate Market and River Arts District Farmers Mar-
ket) as well as Highgate Farm (Black Mountain Farm-
ers Market, West Asheville Tailgate Market, and Riv-
er Arts District Farmers Market) and Root Bottom
Farm (West Asheville Tailgate Market). 

You could really stop here — maybe chopping up
those garlic scapes and stirring them into a yogurt
dip for snaps and squash crudité. The softer, sweeter
flavor of scapes, as opposed to mature garlic, means
they’re easier to enjoy raw. You could also go for a
simple vegetable medley with these three ingredi-
ents sautéed with a bit of butter or olive oil. Or thinly
slice everything, including the snap peas, and mari-
nate with lemon juice, olive oil, and your market
herbs of choice (chives, tarragon, mint, dill, or basil
are all great options). 

Garlic scapes also make great pesto, whether you
opt for a traditional pine nuts-basil-Parmesan recipe
or something with a twist — maybe that makes use of
your remaining pandemic pantry items. Try scape
pesto with sunflower seeds, flaxseed, or cashews, or
use other market greens like kale or arugula in place
of basil. Enjoy your pesto with a summer squash and
snap pea pasta dish or use a spiralizer to turn zucchi-
ni into zoodles. 

At farmers markets right now you’ll also find beef,
pork, lamb, chicken, eggs, cheese, bread, baked
goods, ferments, beverages, and much more. For a
full list of markets open throughout the region, visit
asapconnections.org. Find contact information and
more details about the region’s farms and farmers
markets in ASAP’s online Local Food Guide at appa-
lachiangrown.org.

ASAP Farmers Market: Saturdays and Thurs-
days, 9 a.m.-noon, at A-B Tech’s Asheville campus, in
the parking lot at end of Persistence Drive. 

Black Mountain Tailgate Market: Saturdays, 9
a.m.-noon, 130 Montreat Road.

East Asheville Tailgate Market: Fridays, 3-6
p.m., Groce United Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel
Road.

Enka-Candler Tailgate Market: Thursdays, 3:30-
6:30 p.m., A-B Tech Small Business Center, 1465 Sand
Hill Road. 

Hendersonville Farmers Market: Opens June 6
and will be open 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays through Oct.
31 at Historic Train Depot on Maple Street. Holiday
markets slated for Nov. 28 and Dec. 5.

Mars Hill Farmers and Artisans Market: Satur-
days, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Mars Hill University lower park-
ing lot, across from Ammons Field House. 

North Asheville Tailgate Market: Saturdays, 8
a.m.-noon, at UNC Asheville, University Heights
Boulevard.

River Arts District Farmers Market: Wednes-
days, 3-6 p.m., at Ple�b Urban Winery, 289 Lyman St

Weaverville Tailgate Market: Wednesdays,
2:30-6 p.m. at an alternate location in the lower park-
ing lot behind West Funeral Home, 17 Merrimon Ave. 

West Asheville Tailgate Market: Tuesdays, 3:30-
6:30 p.m., at Grace Baptist Church, 718 Haywood
Road. Enter on Haywood Road by the church. 

WNC Farmers Market: Daily, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 570
Brevard Road. Farmers Truck Shed #1 is designated
for farmers who sell only what they grow.

TAILGATE MARKET REPORT

Pattypan squash.

More vendors
make return
to markets
Courtesy of ASAP
Special to Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

There is a love that God places in the heart and
mind of each of us when we are born. This is a human
love that we may choose to express and reciprocate or
to hold tightly within ourselves. I remember so well
our grandchildren expressing this love so often even
at two and three years old. I never get tired of hearing
them say, “Granddaddy, I love you so much!” My wife
and other family members tend to remind me and
each other so often with those familiar words, “I love
you,” throughout the course of each day. Love is not
something that is to be held onto and not shared, be-
cause love is an action verb. Its purpose is to be ex-
pressed in as many ways as possible, and love only
becomes visible when it is demonstrated.

Some children were asked, “What is love?” One lit-
tle girl answered, “Love is when your mommy reads
you a bedtime story. But true love is when she doesn’t
skip any pages.” Love is the glue that holds our rela-
tionships together.

Oscar Hammerstein wrote these words about love
as he lay on his deathbed. “A bell is not a bell until you
ring it. A song is not a song until you sing it. Love is not
put there to stay. Love isn’t love until you give it away.”

God is the very essence of perfect love and has
been trying since creation to give his divine love away
to the people he created. He continually pursues us
holding out a gift of love for him and for each other—a
divine love that transforms the very nature of rela-
tionships. God loves us with an incredible, relentless
love even when we do not love him back, even when
we are living outside of his presence. C.S. Lewis
writes, “God loves us not because we are lovable, but
because he is love.”

We never need to be concerned about God not ex-
pressing and demonstrating his love for us. By looking
into scripture, we see God’s love reaching for us. The
beauty and order of the physical created world, the
companionship of other humans, the sending of his
Son and his Holy Spirit, and the promise of a place in

his present and future kingdom are all expressions of
his divine love for us.

Jesus left the glory of heaven, emptied himself of
everything except love, and came to us to teach us to
love as he loves. Jesus is so emphatic about love for
God and for each other that he took all the command-
ments and laws, wrapping them in love with these
words, “Love God with everything you have and love
each other.” (Mark 12:30-33) The high priority of love
is found again in Jesus’ last instructions to his dis-
ciples and us in John’s chapters 13-16. Jesus said
things like, “If you love God, you ought to be able to
love others. Everyone will know that you are my dis-
ciples if you love each other. Love God and others like
the Father and I love each other.” Jesus sets the love
standard very high.

We just cannot get around God’s will that we love
other people and that we should also act out that love.
St. Paul gives us a list of the fruit or evidences that the
world will see in the lives of true followers of Jesus.
Paul begins his list with love as the glue that holds the
other fruit together. (Galatians 5:22,23)

Loving others does not mean that we compromise
Biblical standards of right living and accept sin and
willful disregard for holy living for the sake of unity.
Unity by any other definition other than having a
shared “mind of Christ” is not the unity Jesus spoke of
in John 17:21, 23. We pour God’s love into others at the
same time as we hold tight to our convictions and
standards of holy discipleship. 

“Love is the key. Joy is love singing. Peace is love
resting. Long-suffering is love enduring. Kindness is
love’s touch. Goodness is love’s character. Faithful-
ness is love’s habit. Gentleness is love’s self-forgive-
ness. Self-control is love holding the reins.” (Donald
Barnhouse) Love is what Jesus’ disciples not only talk
about, but also do.

I love to be reminded of the pursuing nature of God
in the old hymn, “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” by
George Matheson. God holds out his never-ending
love to us. May we let it fill us and spill over into the
lives of others.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long's Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-456-
3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

Love that will never let us go

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events. citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

June 6

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. For those who
seek a sacred place for prayer and meditation. 

June 7

“Reality Check: Exploring Emptiness” livestream
series: 10:30 a.m. Sundays to June 14. Buddha
Shakyamuni reveals the true nature of reality, which
opens the door to limitless possibility. $10 per week.
Register at www.meditationinasheville.org/. Contact
admin@meditationinasheville.org if you do not get
your link. 
Online services: A majority of churches are still hav-
ing online worship services. Visit church websites for
full information.
West Canton Baptist Church: Re-opens June 7 with
11 a.m. worship service only. No nursery until further
notice. 75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org/.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Re-opens June 7 with
10:30 a.m. service. Also continuing to livestream
services on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood Road. 
Trinity Episcopal Church: Livestreaming Sunday
10:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist service and 5:30 p.m. Celtic
service with Eucharist. Also 12:15 p.m. Wednesday
Eucharist service. 60 Church St., Asheville. 828-253-
9361 or www.trinityasheville.org/.
Biltmore Church: Services at 9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.
streamed at biltmorechurch.com/live or on Facebook
page. As of May 31, Connect Groups encouraged to
meet at outdoor venues with social distancing.
First Congregational Church, Hendersonville: Online
service at fcchendersonville.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: Online service at
http://tbcasheville.org/. 216 Shelburne Road, Ashe-
ville. 
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Online service at
www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.com/.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: Online services at
www.nativityarden.org/. 2425 Hendersonville Road,
Arden. 
First Baptist Church, 74 Academy St., Canton: Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. on Facebook at Canton First Baptist

Church or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or on WPTL
101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
The Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock. Online ser-
vice at www.stjohnwilderness.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Online service at
www.newbridgebaptist.org and Facebook page each
Sunday. 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville.

June 9

“Energizing Your Mind: Moving Forward in Your
Spiritual Life” livestream series: 7 p.m. Tuesdays to
June 16. $10 per class. Visit www.meditationinashe-
ville.org/. Learn practical methods based in Buddhist
psychology to keep our mind light and energized. If
you do not receive your link contact admin@med-
itationinasheville.org.
Celebrate Recovery: 6:45 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Fellowship and celebrate God’s healing
power in our lives. Biblical and balanced program that
helps overcome hurts, hang-ups, and habits. We
follow guidelines for facility cleanliness and social
distancing. Masks are available and optional. Ques-
tions? Contact Connie at 669-1981 or Jeanie at 669-
4146.

June 13

“Becoming Your Own Best Friend”: Livestream
course 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $25. Knowing ourself is no
easy task. We need to learn to become our own best
friend and be skillful with our mind. Guided med-
itation, talks and time for questions. meditationi-
nasheville.org/becoming-your-own-best-friend-
livestream-half-day-course.

June 14

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Re-opens June 14
with service at 5 p.m. 216 Whitson Ave., Swannanoa.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org.

June 27

American Christian Fiction Writers-South Carolina
Chapter: 2 p.m., North Anderson Baptist Church,
2308 N. Main St., Anderson, S.C. Free. Writing class
and critique of manuscripts. Andrea Boeshaar speaks
on “Romancing the Christian Fiction Market.” Contact
Elva Martin at elvacmartin@gmail.com or 864-226-
7024.

RELIGION CALENDAR


