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YOUR EXPERT

CAROLINAS ROOFERS!

Get Started Today With Your FREE,
No Obligation, In-Home Consultation

Gutter Helmet & Roofing
is Fully Licensed, Insured and Certified to Provide You the Best Roofing Products and Services

CALL NOW! 828-475-5232

OFFERINGFULL ROOFINGSYSTEMS ANDREPAIRS!

$1000 OFF
– MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE –

YOUR NEW ROOF PURCHASE!

HURRY! Offer Expires 7/31/2020.
Not valid with any other offer. Must be presented at time of sale. Min. 20 squares.

AN-GCI0440482-03

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance online at events. citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event” to
submit details.

July 5

Online services: A majority of churches
are still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Teach-
ings and sermons on Facebook. Also live
teaching at 7 p.m. Thursdays via Zoom.
For more information email info@chur-
chofsaintphilip.org or visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
West Canton Baptist Church: 11 a.m.
worship service. Service also on Face-
book page. No nursery until further
notice. 75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org/.
First Baptist Church, 74 Academy St.,
Canton: Worship service at 11 a.m. Also
on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at
http://wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM
920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Open
with 10:30 a.m. service. Also continuing
to livestream services on Facebook and

www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926
Haywood Road. 
Trinity Episcopal Church: Livestreaming
Sunday 10:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Celtic
service at 5:30 p.m. July 5 features
cellist Franklin Keel. Also 12:15 p.m.
Wednesday Eucharist service. 60 Church
St., Asheville. 828-253-9361 or
www.trinityasheville.org/.
The Billy Graham Training Center at
The Cove has reopened: Upcoming
events include Intensive Bible Training-
Abraham: The Friend of God and the
Mirror of the Gospel of God July 6-10.
www.thecove.org.
Biltmore Church: Online services con-
tinue at 9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at live-
.biltmorechurch.com or on Facebook.
Connect Groups encouraged to meet at
outdoor venues with social distancing.
You can RSVP at https://www.biltmore
church.com/rsvp/ for 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day services at Arden and Henderson-
ville locations. 
First Congregational Church, Hen-
dersonville: Online service at fcchen-
dersonville.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: Online service at
http://tbcasheville.org/. 216 Shelburne
Road, Asheville. 
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Online
service at
www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.com/
.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: Online
services at www.nativityarden.org/.
2425 Hendersonville Road, Arden. 
The Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 1895 Greenville High-
way, Flat Rock. Online service at
www.stjohnwilderness.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Online ser-
vice at www.newbridgebaptist.org and
Facebook page each Sunday. 199 Elk-
wood Ave., Asheville.

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festival
canceled: Was to be held in September
in Mocksville. All one-week Summer
Camp sessions, as well as private rent-
als, also canceled.
www.carolinabiblecamp.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open
11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska
Conference & Retreat Center, Lakeshore
Drive, Haywood County. For those who
seek a sacred place for prayer and med-
itation. 

July 7

Celebrate Recovery: 6:45 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Fellowship and celebrate
God’s healing power. Biblical and bal-
anced program helps overcome hurts,
hang-ups, habits. We follow guidelines
for facility cleanliness and social dis-

tancing. Masks available and optional.
Questions? Contact Connie at 669-1981
or Jeanie at 669-4146.
Free puzzle swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tues-
days-Thursdays, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Bins of puzzles placed out-
side church entrance via back parking
lot and clearly marked. People asked to
wear face masks while picking up and
dropping off puzzles. 828-891-7101.

July 5

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Asheville: Sign up to receive a link to
pre-recorded online service. www.u-
uasheville.org. 

July 10

Teaching/study of Biblical subjects: 7
p.m., Church of St. Philip the Apostle,
216 Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. Learn
more about the scriptures. www.chur-
chofsaintphilip.org.

July 11

“Freedom From Painful Emotions”:
Online course with Gen Kelsang Tabkay
2-5 p.m. beginning July 11. $25. Course
available for one week and you can view
it any time during that week. Without
true freedom there can be no lasting
happiness. www.meditationinasheville
.org/letting-go-of-painful-emotions.

RELIGION CALENDAR

We all know we live in controversial
times. After all, “controversy” means
“disagreement, typically when pro-
longed, public, and heated.” The word
controversy comes from Latin, “turn
against.” We live in a time when turning
against each other is common and com-
monly accepted by some people. But why
does disagreement have to be “heated”
and why do we feel we have to “turn
against” the people we disagree with? 

Human nature may be one explana-
tion, yet isn’t it also our nature to make
peace and not turn away or turn against
others? “Turn the other cheek” is a well-

known phrase, which is very different
from turning against another.

What causes me to face some of these
issues is how much the human face is so
controversial right now. To mask or not to
mask? Though some make this about in-
dividual freedom vs. public health, I
think that argument covers a deeper
truth. The controversy seems to be draw-
ing out – exposing – something about our
nature, more than we realize or care to
admit.

Carol and I were hiking up Mount Pis-
gah on a beautiful summer afternoon.
Gorgeous wildflowers greeted us along
with singing birds, cool, clear streams,
old gnarled trees and a rocky, root-laced
trail ascending to the peak. Coming from
professions where the well-being of oth-
ers takes precedence, we take the direc-
tions of health professionals quite seri-
ously. So, in this time of pandemic, we

wear masks when near others, to protect
them first, and ourselves too (in partic-
ular, Carol’s mother turns 89 this year so
her health is important to us. I’ve had
some issues with asthma myself). Need-
less to say, we think about these things
when there is a virus spreading.

With this in mind, each time we ap-
proached other hikers on the narrow trail,
we masked up. In all the hours we were
on the mountain, passing 50 other walk-
ers, we always stepped aside, keeping a
safe distance, and we were the only ones
to don face coverings when encountering
others. We were bothered by this experi-
ence, troubled by why people were ap-
parently not taking a health crisis seri-
ously.

From the cars at the trailhead we saw
that people were coming from many sur-
rounding states to enjoy the Parkway. It’s
wonderful to see enthusiasm for the

beauty of nature here in Western North
Carolina. Yet it made us wonder how so
many people from so many places were
not recognizing what they were doing.
Did they notice we were doing something
– a very simple act – for them, not just for
us? 

All the way back down the twisting
trail we were asking ourselves: “What’s
going on here?” “Do our fellow hikers
think that we’re scared and overreact-
ing?” “Are they unveiling their political or
religious beliefs?” “Are they so anxious to
get out after quarantine that they forget
we’re not out of the pandemic ‘woods’
yet?”

My parents came to mind. They
taught my sister and me that empathy
matters. Thoughtfulness, courtesy, re-
spect – these were the qualities of char-

Unmasking ourselves to face each other
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See UNMASKING, Page 6
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KOHLER®Walk-In Bath
PLAN THE PERFECT STAYCATION

Exclusive �imited�Time Offer

50% OFF
P�of����ona	 
N�-DAY In�a		a�on
�f Yo�� K�HL�R® Wa	k�In Bah*

Call for your FREE
in-home or virtual quote!

�FINANCING AVAILABLE

�sk �bout Our �lexible
Payment Plans

cg
\ ::-..�\ I

·walk-In Bath insta�led �� as ��ttle as a day. F�nanc�ng ava��able to qual�fied purchase�s. Contact you� �ocal dea�e� fo� �inanc�ng deta�ls� L�m�ted t�me offe�� Va��d th�ough July 31, 2020, at pa��ic�pat�ng dea�e�s on�y�
Not ava��able �n AK; H	
 Nassau C�y, NY
 Suffolk Cty� NY; Wes�cheste� C�y, NY
 and Bu��alo Cty� NY� Also may �ot be avai�able �n o�he� a�eas� 50% off insta�la��on ��h pu�chase of KO�LER Belay Walk�	n Bath�
Cannot be comb�ned i�h any o�he� adve�tised o��e�.

(828) 333-9915
AN-GCI0438906-01

with us.
Speaking of fears, even animals have

fears; fears of predators, lack of food,
water, shelter, human beings. Patch,
one of our rescue dogs, has an incurable
fear of loud noises including, fireworks,
guns, and thunder. We have tried many
“sure cures,” but none have worked. So,
when the loud noises start, especially
the thunderstorms, we go out and find
him, dry him off with a towel, talk him,

and bring him inside until the storm has
passed.

This reminds me how God treats us
during our storms. The storm may con-
tinue, but God gets our attention,
speaks calming words, embraces us in
his comforting arms, and shelters us un-
til our crisis passes.

The following story appeared in the
Upper Room devotional magazine sev-
eral years ago. It reminds us that God
can make a way out even when the way
seems hopeless. Francis Eshum from
Ghana relates that one day her uncle’s
donkey fell into a well. After trying to get
it out, the village people decided to fill

the well with sand, covering the hole as
well as the donkey. They began throw-
ing sand into the well and onto the don-
key. The donkey brayed pitifully all day
as the people worked to cover him and
the well. Then suddenly, the donkey be-
gan to shake off the sand and step up on
the piles of sand being thrown around
him. The donkey continued to shake off
the sand and step up until eventually he
reached the top of the well.

This reminds me of all the sand that
has been thrown in our direction over
the past months, sand from so many di-
rections, so many problems, enough to
discourage us to the point of giving up.

However, God is always showing up,
acting in our lives to bring the good out
of the not-so-good. God still loves us in
the uncertain and unfamiliar times and
hears when we call out to him.

My life verse is found in John 16:33,
“… in me you may have peace. In the
world you may have trials, but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
By claiming this promise from Jesus, we
will truly have “No Fear.”

This column is the opinion of the Rev.
Tim McConnell, assistant pastor of
Long's Chapel United Methodist Church
in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

Devotion
Continued from Page 1D

hibited from “substantially burdening a
person’s exercise of religion.”

The Supreme Court is expected to
look further into LGBTQ rights and reli-
gious liberty protections during its next
term, which begins in October. Earlier
this year, the court agreed to hear Fulton
v. City of Philadelphia, which centers on
whether faith-based child welfare or-
ganizations can reject LGBTQ families
and others seen as acting against their
religious beliefs. 

The court’s recent record on LGBTQ
has been mixed, with a majority of jus-
tices ruling in 2015 that all states must
recognize and grant same-sex mar-
riages. In 2019, however, a majority ruled
that the Trump administration could
block most transgender people from
serving in the military while lower

courts reviewed cases challenging the
policy. Six of the Supreme Court Justices
are Catholic and the other three are
Jewish.

In his dissent in the workplace dis-
crimination case, Supreme Court Jus-
tice Samuel Alito warned that the ruling
“will threaten freedom of religion, free-
dom of speech, and personal privacy
and safety.”

Many religious groups in the U.S.
have long opposed LGBTQ civil rights,
but as political beliefs have evolved and
gay Americans have fought for the right
to be their true selves, many people of
faith have shifted their opinions. 

In 2014, 62% of Americans said
LGBTQ Americans should be accepted,
up from 50% of Americans who said the
same in 2007, according to the Pew Re-
search Center. 

Among religious Americans, 81% of
Jewish people and 70% of Catholics said
LGBTQ people should be accepted.
Meanwhile, 53% of evangelical Protes-

tants surveyed in the poll said LGBTQ
rights should be discouraged. 

Religious higher education institu-
tions, including the Council of Christian
Colleges and Universities, Catholic Uni-
versity of America and Brigham Young
University in Utah, submitted an amicus
brief in the case arguing that expanding
civil rights protections to include dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation
or gender identity “would negatively im-
pact faith-based institutions of higher
education in significant and far-reach-
ing ways.” 

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention, said the
ruling “will have seismic implications for
religious liberty, setting off potentially
years of lawsuits and court struggles,
about what this means, for example, for
religious organizations with religious
convictions about the meaning of sex
and sexuality.” 

Other religious leaders praised the

ruling. 
The Most Rev. George Lucey, presid-

ing bishop at the American National
Catholic Church, an independent insti-
tution founded by former Catholic mem-
bers, said Christianity preaches love for
one’s neighbor, and therefore discrimi-
nation against LGBTQ Americans
should not be tolerated. 

The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings of the
national Episcopal Church, which
signed a friend of the court brief along
with more than 720 interfaith leaders
supporting the plaintiffs in the Supreme
Court case, celebrated the ruling in a
Facebook post. 

“As Christians, we bear a particular
responsibility to speak out, because at-
tempts to deny LGBTQ people their dig-
nity and humanity as children of God are
too often made in the name of God,” Jen-
nings said. “This way of fear is not the
way of Jesus Christ, who teaches us to
cast out fear.”

LGBTQ
Continued from Page 1D

acter that mattered most. Dad said a
grace at every meal that stuck with me:
“Let us be ever mindful of the needs of
others.” Life is not just about me. I should
think of others, care about them, and do
what I can to help them when the need
arises. That’s ingrained in me. Now, as a
secular freethinker, mindful awareness is
even more important as a humanistic
guideline, the basis of a secular ethics. In

many ways, it just makes sense, whether
in a prayer or personal practice.

I’d like to think being mindful of others
is a human value, perhaps even an Amer-
ican value. Now, I’m not so sure. This may
be a good opportunity to unmask our true
nature.

In college I read a book by a psycholo-
gist who explained the word “person”
comes from the term “persona” or
“mask.” Webster’s describes the origin of
person: “from Latin persona: actor’s
mask, character in a play … from Greek
prospon: face, mask.” How much of the
“person” we present to others is a mask?

Are there times when wearing a mask
can show the kind of person we actually
are?

These definitions and questions in-
trigue me, especially when faced with our
current controversies over wearing face
coverings. Since we’re already wearing
masks of personhood, what help can we
find in mindful ethics, principles drawn
from our faith traditions or our secular
reason? 

Another definition of “controversy” is
“a discussion marked especially by the
expression of opposing views.” Sounds
more civil, doesn’t it? Not turning against

another person, but discussing different
viewpoints.

Facing our masks (while masking our
faces) could help us discover more trails
to hike along with others. Why let per-
sonal protective coverings turn us
against one another?

Chris Highland is a teacher, writer,
freethinker and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife Carol, a Presbyterian
minister, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com. Chris’ new book, “Broken
Bridges: Building Community in a World
Divided by Beliefs,” is now available on
Amazon.

Unmasking
Continued from Page 2D


