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KEARNEY, Neb. – For Mike Freitag, the Upper Room
brewery is a leap of faith.

Freitag has been a skillful home brewer for 10 years,
but his new venture, set to open soon in northwest
Kearney, puts his skills to the test in a big way.

At home he brewed beer 51⁄2 gallons at a time. As a
professional, he now is brewing in batches of 62 gal-
lons. In the past he used 10-15 pounds of ingredients,
but the volume of grains now is closer to 120 pounds.

“Before it was a hobby, now there’s more responsi-
bility,” Freitag told the Kearney Hub.

Taking the leap was easier for Freitag for several
reasons.

First, almost 80 “backers” helped provide seed
money to get the Upper Room off the ground. For their
expression of support, backers will receive bright red
T-shirts with the word “saint” on the sleeves.

Added to the vote of confidence from his backers,
Freitag’s business partner, Dustin Favinger, believes in
the quality of Freitag’s craft offerings. It’s good beer
that will bring patrons to their business, Favinger said.

“We’re hoping to see friends and colleagues coming
together,” he said. “Come here and have good beer

crafted 20 feet from the table where you’re sitting.”
Finally, Freitag’s confidence is buoyed by faith it-

self. There’s a religious flair to the decor of the place.
Protestant reformer Martin Luther is quoted on one

wall hanging: “If you are tired and downhearted, take a
drink.”

Other plaques read:
h “From man’s sweat and God’s love, beer came into

the world” – St. Arnold, patron saint of brewers, 580-
640.

h “ … Because without beer things do not seem to go
as well.” – Diary of Brother Epp, Capuchin Monastery,
Munjor, Kansas, 1902.

h “The selling of bad beer is a crime against Chris-
tian love.” – City of Augsburg law, 13th century.

Freitag said faith contributed to the naming of his
business, the Upper Room.

Although Christians feel a lot of sadness when they
think about the Upper Room in which Jesus and his
Apostles gathered to share their last supper, according
to Jewish tradition the Passover meal was an occasion
to celebrate and gather as family and friends.

Freitag envisions his brewery filled with people
brought together by good company, lively conversa-
tion and good beer.

That’s why one plaque in the taproom quotes C.S.
Lewis: “The sun looks down on nothing half so good as
a household laughing together over a meal, or two
friends talking over a pint of beer, or a man alone read-
ing a book that interests him.”

Freitag can serve up to eight beers on tap, but he
plans to open with three of his favorites:

h A hazy, juicy, hoppy IPA he calls The Glory Cloud,
which he named after the cloud that guided Moses and
the Israelites;

h A dark English porter called Chesterton that has
notes of coffee and chocolate; and,

h A West Coast IPA, The Red Sea, with hints of pine
and citrus.

“It will have a reddish hue,” Freitag said.
He plans to complement the craft beer with a wine

selection and serve snacks. He will invite patrons to
bring their own food. They also will be served buffets
occasionally and he’ll invite food trucks to bring their
wares to the Upper Room.

Freitag began home brewing almost 10 years ago. He
said his beers have been well received in smaller cir-
cles, so it’s exciting to join Kearney’s growing craft
brewery community.

“We’re excited to get started,” he said.

Faith a motivation in creation of Kearney brewery 
Mike Konz KEARNEY HUB
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Jan. 23

American Christian Fiction Writers-S.C. Chapter: 2
p.m., North Anderson Baptist Church, 2308 N. Main
St., Anderson, SC. Free, visitors welcome. Novel-writ-
ing class and critique. Visit
http://scwritersacfw.blogspot.com/.

Jan. 24

Online services: A majority of churches are still having
online worship services. Visit church websites for full
information. 
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on Zoom at 10:30
a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Online service at
www.newbridgebaptist.org and Facebook page. 199

Elkwood Ave., Asheville.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Livestreaming Sunday at
10:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 60 Church St., Asheville. For
updates on services visit
www.trinityasheville.org/livestream-links.
Biltmore Church: Online services continue at 9:15, 11
a.m. and 5 p.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or Face-
book. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/servicereservation
for Sunday in-person service. Connect Groups encour-
aged to meet at outdoor venues with social distanc-
ing. RSVP at www.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/for 6:30
p.m. Thursday services at Arden and Hendersonville
locations. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Teachings and ser-
mons on Facebook. Also live teaching at 7 p.m. Thurs-
days via Zoom. www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 
West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship service at
10:30 a.m. Also livestream services on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship service at 11
a.m. Service also on Facebook. No nursery until fur-
ther notice. 75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship service at 11

a.m. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hendersonville: Online
service at www.fcchendersonville.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: Online service at
http://tbcasheville.org/. 216 Shelburne Road, Ashe-
ville. 
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Online service at 10
a.m. via Zoom. www.millsriverpresbyterianchurch.com
.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: Online services at
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road,
Arden. 
The Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: Online service at www.stjohnwilderness.org.
1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock.

Jan. 26

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-Thursdays, Mills
River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside church en-
trance via back parking lot. Also visit Little Free Li-
brary to borrow children and adult books. 828-891-
7101.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Virtual camps can’t watch your kids for you, but
they offer fun, interactive activities that will keep
them occupied. Here are a few free virtual camps can
keep a child’s mind active and – hopefully – a parent’s
stress level under control.

Camp Wonderopolis 
camp.wonderopolis.org

Learn why are bowling shoes slippery, how a spe-
cies becomes endangered and more with Camp Won-
deropolis, an online learning destination that focuses
on STEM- and literacy-building content and activities.
Designed for children of all ages, Camp Wonderopolis
can help kids build vocabulary, science knowledge,
reading comprehension, critical thinking and other lit-
eracy skills. Parents and educators can even sign up as
camp counselors.

Girls Who Code
girlswhocode.com

Enjoy a supportive sisterhood while learning com-
puter science skills with the two-week Girls Who Code
Summer Immersion Program for girls and nonbinary
students in the ninth to 11th grades. The camp is an
opportunity to get a look at the tech world through
guest speakers and virtual classrooms. Participants
will learn to code with projects using HTML, CSS and
JavaScript. 

Varsity Tutors
varsitytutors.com

From June through August Varsity Tutors offers
weeklong virtual summer camps for ages 5 to 18 in fun
and educational subjects ranging from math boot-
camp to origami for beginners, test prep to podcasting.
The easy-to-search website narrows choices by age
and subject.

Camp PBS Kids
PBS.org/parents/summer

Camp PBS KIDS makes summer an opportunity to
learn with ideas, tips, games, activities, reading lists
and printables focused around different themes and
featuring some familiar characters such as Daniel Ti-
ger and Buddy Tyrannosaurus.

Camp Kinda
campkinda.org

Camp Kinda is a virtual summer experience de-
signed to keep kids in grades K through 8 engaged, cu-
rious and having fun at home. Sign up to receive three
to four hours’ worth of activities each day that are con-
nected to a weekly theme such as unlocking the mys-
teries of history or the world’s craziest sports.

Keep your child’s mind active with virtual summer camps 
Melissa Erickson
MORE CONTENT NOW

He’s gone now. I’m not sure where he went or what
happened to him. I’d heard that he died, but that was
never confirmed. When I met him he was sitting on his
bed, actually a bunk in a dimly lit cell. He was alone in
the darkest corner of the jail. Solitary confinement. He
smiled. I noticed when he walked over to the steel bars
that he had a distinct limp. He had a gruff voice and I
heard he could get very loud when drunk, if indeed he
was drunk. He seemed to have an acute mental issue of
some kind. 

As I remember, his original name was Henry, and he
changed his name to God. His legal name was God – I
saw it on his I.D. card. Someone in a state or county
office allowed him to do that. Was it a joke? Was some-
one humoring Henry? Or did the whole name-change
slide by undetected? However it came to be, he came
to be known as God by jail staff, public defenders, cell-
mates (and chaplains). We called him God, but it was
hard to say that without at least a slight wink and a
sliver of a grin.

You could disbelieve in a God in heaven, but it didn’t
take belief at all to believe in this earthly God. As I re-
call, he didn’t act like a god, that is, I never heard him
say he would heal someone or make the sun stand still
or open the jail and let everyone out. He seemed to tol-

erate me, the youngish chaplain who came around to
listen to him, and other inmates. Maybe he saw us as
his flock, yet I never heard him preaching or even try-
ing to be a leader.

My memory is a little fuzzy with this, it’s been many
years since I encountered God. I have a hazy image of
seeing him limping down a busy city street, either
leaving his hidden campsite or another night in jail.
You see, as far as I know, he wasn’t in solitary due to a
serious crime. God got drunk, or just scared someone
due to acting weird. No doubt a store owner or even a
police officer might not know what to do with an old
guy with a grizzly beard and a limp mumbling he was
God. 

This odd God story may remind you of another odd
God story from long ago – of a God who changed his
name to Man (Humanity). He “became flesh and dwelt
among us,” goes the tale. When religious teachers
challenged the (apparently crazy) man who claimed
divine authority, he responded in quite a peculiar
manner: “Is it not written, ‘you are gods’?” This con-
versation is recorded in John 10:34 and he was quoting
Psalm 82:6. Why shouldn’t he say that he was the Son
of God if everyone is a Child of God?

If we can think beyond the cute and cozy Christmas
story, we come upon something stranger even than the
image of God locked in a dark jail cell. God becomes
Human so that Humanity can become God, or wake up
to realize that. Odd indeed. 

What would happen if more of us called ourselves
God? What would that mean? Is that crazy, delusion-
al? It would surely be called “blasphemy!” by God’s
very sensitive defenders. But we have it on good au-

thority that we are gods, divine beings. If we accept
that, now what?

All this may sound quite heretical, and it is. A here-
tic has historically been a most uncomfortable sort,
forcing those who have answered all the Great Ques-
tions to question their answers. A heretic is not inter-
ested in answering the Great Questions since the here-
tic is, himself or herself, a Question – a Question made
flesh and dwelling among us. As the issue at hand con-
cerns God-talk, the central and essential question in-
carnated in a true heretic could be stated in this way: If
there is a God, what is Humanity? The sum total of sto-
rytelling in religious history responds: God becomes
Human, Human becomes God … and then what?

Now what? Then what? These are not insignificant
questions. In fact, until we find some way to live with
them (not necessarily “answer” them), we can’t say we
are less delusional than the God I met in jail.

The God with a limp and scraggly beard, slightly
balded and living in the bushes – when not incarcerat-
ed – is a divinity to reckon with. This deity isn’t the
embodiment of power. In fact, she or he goes virtually
unnoticed, though perhaps incarcerated in flesh. Even
an atheist can see this is true. How is that possible?
Because, lest we forget, the atheist too is “divine.”

Chris Highland served as a Protestant minister and
interfaith chaplain for many years. He is a teacher,
writer, freethinker and humanist celebrant. Chris and
his wife Carol, a Presbyterian minister, live in Ashe-
ville. His latest books are “A Freethinker’s Gospel” and
“Broken Bridges.” Learn more at chighland.com.

The man who changed his name to God
Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist


