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And that’s just what
God did.

Have you ever prayed
like that?

“God, I’m not letting
you go until you show up
in this situation. I’m not
going to quit calling out to
you and pounding on
your door until I get an
answer – whether it’s yes,

no, or wait. I need to hear from you, God. I’m hanging
onto you for all I’m worth!”

God seems to appreciate those sorts of prayers. He
wants people to pursue him. To keep on asking and
seeking and knocking until a door opens.

He tells his people, “When you come looking for
me, you’ll find me. Yes, when you get serious about
finding me and want it more than anything else, I’ll
make sure you won’t be disappointed” (Jeremiah
29:13, The Message).

That night on the riverbank, I think Jacob finally
admitted, “I’ve tried to control everything in life, and
it’s caused conflict with everybody in my life. Lord,
I’m tired of hurting myself and others. I am weary of
the struggle, and I’m ready to face the facts and
change.”

Jacob truly was changed that day. His face-to-face
with God actually transformed his identity – and God
gave him a new name, “Israel,” to seal the deal.

Jacob’s story points us to an opportunity that is all
God’s doing – through his son, Jesus. The Bible says,
“For God, who said, ‘Let there be light in the dark-
ness,’ has made this light shine in our hearts so we
could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of
Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6, NLT).

Give it a try. Today. No matter where you are or
what your situation might be. Call out to Jesus. Seek
his face.

If you’re looking for personal contact with some-
one who really cares about you, He is better than a
videophone any day.

When I was 7 years old, I liked to watch a futuristic
cartoon character named George Jetson and his wife,
Jane, on our old black-and-white TV. It was amazing
to see George, and his boss, Mr. Spacely, on a video
phone. This was a piece of hardware that allowed
them to actually see and speak to people in other lo-
cations.

Back in 1962, that was a pretty wild idea – the stuff
of some far-future society.

These days, I merely fire up my smartphone appli-
cation and instantly see and speak to my children
who live in other parts of the world. I’m really glad for
the capability. But it’s not the same as face-to-face, is
it?

The Bible speaks of a man named Jacob who had a
face-to-face encounter with God himself.

When we check in on this man’s life in Genesis 32,
he is suffering from multiple self-inflicted wounds.
His life, to combine metaphors, was a dumpster fire
on a train wreck. Even though God had promised
from earliest days to protect and prosper Jacob, he
always tried to hedge his bets.

But then came a wild and mysterious night by the
Jabbok River when God and Jacob had some serious
face-time. (Read about it in Genesis 32.) After run-
ning from the Lord for most of his life, Jacob had a
close encounter with his Creator. They actually wres-
tled all night long.

When God gets in your face, through whatever
means he chooses, it’s because he wants your atten-
tion. Initially, that might be a little frightening. But
over the long haul, it is very, very good.

The Lord wanted to finally settle the issue of who
was in charge of Jacob’s life. The thing I like about
Jacob is that he was willing to struggle with God in
prayer – and keep after it until he got an answer. He
actually told the Lord, “I’m not going to let You go un-
til You bless me.”

An app can’t match God’s face-to-face connection 
Rev. Micah Smith
Tri-City Herald (Kennewick, Wash.)

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

GETTY IMAGES

On her engaging podcast, “The Last Archive,” histo-
rian Jill Lepore draws listeners to ask: “Who killed
Truth?,” leading us to wonder about “The Rise of
Doubt.” The program is described as “a show about
how we know what we know and why it seems, lately,
as if we don’t know anything at all.” Lepore keeps it
entertaining as she presents this serious subject like
an old radio drama probing events in history like the
Scopes “monkey” trial, Robert Ripley’s “Believe it or
Not,” Ralph Ellison’s “Invisible Man” and Rachel Car-
son’s “Silent Spring.” In the style of a private eye, the
historian investigates how we got to this “post-truth”
moment in history – a kind of “Twilight Zone” of twist-
ed reality.

The seriousness of this truth-killing mystery is
sharpened in Michael Eric Dyson’s book, “What Truth
Sounds Like.” Dyson takes us into a New York City
apartment in 1963 for the historic meeting of Robert F.
Kennedy, James Baldwin, Lena Horne, Harry Bela-
fonte and other Black voices. Kennedy was confronted
with the truth – many troubling truths – regarding the
experience of Black Americans. “Schools, churches,
social clubs, businesses and courts were run by and for
white folks,” and Kennedy believed there was a politi-
cal solution. What he heard in that room was harder to
hear. As Dyson explains near the end of the book:
“[This] meeting with a few angry black folk more than

fifty years ago taught him a valuable lesson about lis-
tening to what you don’t want to hear. It is a lesson we
must learn today if we are to overcome our differences
and embrace a future as bright as our dreams allow.” 

This reality check can be very disorienting – like
truth itself. The implications for religious faith and
secular humanism are profound. The challenge is to be
honest about how committed we are to the perpetual
search for the true, the good, the real. Like RFK, we
may need to let go of controlling the narrative, what we
think should be in the center of the table in the middle
of the room. As with so many other areas of faith, we
have to return to the essential yet disturbing practice
of listening. 

Did the founders of religious traditions practice
good listening? We have selected portions of what
they may have spoken, but how often were they simply
listening to the questions, the discontent, the anger of
others? Those pregnant pauses might have been more
instructive than their words, though it would reveal
that perhaps Moses or Jesus, Buddha or Confucius,
Krishna or Muhammad had more to learn – that they
valued listening in their own search for truth.

No one individual embodies Truth. I’m well aware
of the words attributed to Jesus in the Gospel of John:
“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” In our youthful
evangelistic days we also preached, “The truth shall
set you free,” assuming that was also speaking of Je-
sus. Yet, no single person can embody all truth, nor can
any religion, ideology, philosophy or nationality.

Scriptures imply they contain “The Truth,” yet once
again, the pursuit of what is true (and right and good)
can never be printed, bound and published, because it
is an active process of discovery followed by more dis-
coveries. It’s about building knowledge on basic hu-

mility. Whenever we hear truth or face truth, chances
are it will cause a destabilizing disturbance.

In “What Truth Sounds Like,” Dyson speaks of the
critical need for “witness.” What bothered Robert Ken-
nedy so much in that New York apartment was that he
was surrounded by witnesses testifying to the injus-
tices and feelings of hopelessness, caught in a culture
deaf to their witness, denying their worth. Kennedy
was engulfed in a circle of truth-tellers who surprised
him with “the explosive power of truth through testi-
mony.” Over time, as Attorney General, Senator and
presidential candidate, the truth became clearer, his
education expanded.

As Dyson sees it, we can draw on those lessons even
now—and we must. James Baldwin offers a difficult,
perhaps dangerous, way forward. “Baldwin eventually
concluded that it is possible to be true to one’s individ-
ual imperatives while echoing the vision of others … .”
Baldwin himself states this in the context of the artist:
“It is the writer’s necessity to deal as truthfully as pos-
sible with his own experience, and it is his hope to en-
large his experience to contain the experience of oth-
ers, of millions” (“This Nettle, Danger”). Though we
can’t speak for others, we can make room for their
voices to be heard.

Is this what truth looks like – making room, “listen-
ing spaces” for honest exchanges, common learning,
common action? There may be “old truths” replaced by
“new truths” but we are never post-truth.

Chris Highland served as a minister and chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live
in Asheville. His latest books are “Friendly Freethink-
er,” “Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.

What truth looks like in a post-truth world

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist
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June 20

Online services: A majority of churches are still having
online worship services. Visit church websites for full
information. 
Montreat Summer Worship Series: 10:30 a.m., Mon-
treat Conference Center’s Anderson Auditorium, just
off Assembly Drive, Montreat. Visit www.montreat.org
or call 828-669-2911. Sundays with different speakers
through Aug. 8.
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: 2:30-4 p.m.
“Understanding the Decision to Take Down the Vance
Monument” presented by Dr. Oralene Simmons and
David King. Vaccinated individuals welcome to attend
in-person at Friends Meeting House, 227 Edgewood
Road. Also by Zoom videoconference. Get Zoom con-
nection info at www.EHSAsheville.org.
Biltmore Church: Online services at 9:15, 11 a.m. and 5
p.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or Facebook. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/ for 11 a.m.
Sunday in-person services at 35 Clayton Road, Arden,
and satellite locations. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook page
for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homily.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson Ave.,
Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilderness:
Online service at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook.
www.stjohnflatrock.org/. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship service at 11

a.m. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hendersonville: 10:30
a.m. service at www.fcchendersonville.org. Email
fccinfo@fcchendersonville.org if you need assistance.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on YouTube at 10:30
a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com for weekday services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church, Hendersonville: Livestream
worship at 9 a.m. on Facebook. Watch special services
and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W.
www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10 a.m. online ser-
vice at Facebook or YouTube. www.nativityarden.org.
2425 Hendersonville Road, Arden. 
Newbridge Baptist Church: 199 Elkwood Ave., Ashe-
ville, has transitioned to one Sunday in-person service
at 11 a.m. For those who wish to remain in the parking
lot, the service will be broadcast on 88.3 FM. It can
also be accessed as livestream on the church Face-
book page and www.newbridgebaptist.org.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday services at 8 a.m.
Eucharist (in person only), 10 a.m. Eucharist (in person
and livestreamed on YouTube), 5:30 p.m Celtic service
(in person and livestreamed on YouTube). Visit
www.trinityasheville.org. 60 Church St., Asheville. 
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m. services, 216
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nursery and mid-

week meal still on hold.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship service at
10:30 a.m. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship service at 11
a.m. Service also on Facebook. No nursery until fur-
ther notice. 75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

June 22

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-Thursdays, Mills
River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside church en-
trance via back parking lot. Also visit Little Free Li-
brary to borrow books. 828-891-7101.

June 25

100th Annual State Singing Convention: June 25-27,
The Singing Grove, 400 E. Main St., Benson. National
and regional gospel artists. Free admission. About 4
hours from Asheville.
www.gospelsingingconvention.org.

Sept. 11

Annual Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festival: 10
a.m.-4 p.m., 1988 Jericho Church Road, Mocksville.
Music by Scythian, Joe Mullins & the Radio Ramblers,
Liam Purcell & Cane Mill Road, His & Hers, and Back-
Porch Bluegrass. Also classic car show, games, arts
and crafts activities, silent auction, Pickers Place jam
tent. About two hours from Asheville. Tickets go on
sale July 1 at www.cbcbluegrass.com. $15 in advance,
$20 at the gate, free age 12 and younger and active
duty military and first responders.
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ing light, God’s people, recipients of his mercy. We
are all this so that we can share with our families,
co-workers, those we know and the strangers we
meet, we can share the marvel, the glory, the trans-
forming power of the one who made salvation pos-
sible. This is what the church is supposed to do and
be. We can’t do that unless each of us embrace the
greatest commandment Jesus gave us: we are to love
God more than any thing or person, and we must
love others. All that we do must be done in love. How
well are we living into this relationship as followers
of Jesus and as a church?

In order to be a part of the body of Christ, each of
us must accept the hope and salvation found in Je-
sus. To come each Sunday or other days and take our
place on our pew, to give our tithes and gifts, to serve
on a committee, to be willing to serve in other ways,
these actions are wonderful, but are just not enough.
The true body of Christ is made up of those who have
surrendered everything to God, who have made their
will the same as God’s will, and therefore, are deeply
connected to the work and mission of Jesus. God’s
love poured into our lives so that it spills over into the
lives of others.

So, as we look back on the last year and half, we
know that masks, social distancing, virtual services,
Zoom meetings made church look and feel incredibly
different. However, there are some things I have
found that are the same. The truth found in God’s
written word, a longing in the hearts of unbelievers
to find peace, the need to come together to fellow-
ship and worship, a desire to grow in our faith by
study and prayer in small groups, the command from
Jesus to tell the gospel story; these are unchangeable
descriptions of those looking for a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus and his Church, pandemic or not.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, assistant pastor of Long’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church in Lake Junaluska. Reach him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.com. 

McConnell
Continued from Page 1D


