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Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Oct. 23

Online services: A majority of churches
are still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 
Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays
online, featuring prayers, music, read-
ings, conversation. For more informa-
tion and Zoom link, visit https://tiny-
url.com/3vwm566f.
Biltmore Church: Online services at
9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/
for 11 a.m. Sunday in-person services at
35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite
locations. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-
rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
(in person and livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook), 6 p.m. service of Taize
Compline (in person). 9 Swan St., Bilt-
more Village, Asheville. 
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hen-
dersonville: 10:30 a.m. service at
www.fcchendersonville.org. Email fccin-
fo@fcchendersonville.org if you need
assistance.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871
Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.
Grace Lutheran Church, Henderson-
ville: Livestream worship at 9 a.m. on
Facebook. Watch special services and
sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W.
www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. online service at Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425
Hendersonville Road, Arden.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: In-
person service at 10 a.m. Sundays in
fellowship hall with socially distanced
seating and wearing masks. 10 Presby-
terian Church Road, Mills River. 828-
891-7101 or www.millsriverpresbyter-
ian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,

Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville.
Visit https://tbcasheville.org/about/.
Nursery and mid-week meal still on
hold.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. Eucharist (in person
only), 10:45 a.m. Eucharist (in person
and on YouTube), 5:30 p.m Celtic ser-
vice (in person and on YouTube). 60
Church St., Asheville. Visit www.trin-
ityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Oct. 24

Bald Mountain Baptist Church 75th
anniversary: 11 a.m., 26 Bald Mountain
Road, Black Mountain (on Shumont
Mountain). Call 828-775-4937.

Oct. 25

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-
Thursdays, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside en-
trance via back parking lot. Also visit
Little Free Library to borrow books.
828-891-7101.
Celebrate Recovery: 7 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal at 6 p.m. second and fourth
Tuesdays. Free child care. Contact Con-
nie at 828-669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-
669-4146.

Oct. 29

Trunk or Treat: 6:30-8 p.m., Groce Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 954 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. Visit www.groceumc.org.
Jeepers Creepers Trunk or Treat: 6
p.m., parking lot beside Stuart Audi-
torium at Lake Junaluska, Haywood
County. $20 per Jeep. Donations of
clean, gently used clothes for ages K-12
also welcome. Be on site by 5 p.m. to
decorate Jeep. Decorations a must,
costumes optional, bring your own
candy. Jeep costume contest. 

Oct. 30

Trunk or Treat: 3-5 p.m., Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right
Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Trunk or Treat: 4-5:30 p.m., St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church, 10 N. Liberty St.,
Asheville.
Trunk or Treat: 2-4 p.m., Mills River
Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 

Oct. 31

Trunk or Treat: 4-6 p.m., First Baptist
Church, 74 Academy St., Canton. 
Trunk or Treat: 5-8 p.m., Pinnacle
Church, 101 Fiberville St., Canton.
Trunk or Treat: 6-8 p.m., Dellwood
Baptist Church, 115 Hall Drive, Waynes-
ville.

Nov. 6

Holiday Craft Fair: 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Eto-
wah United Methodist Church, 110
Brickyard Road, Etowah. Also soup
lunch and baked goods, assorted sew-
ing supplies and fabrics on sale. VIsit
www.EtowahUMC.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR

It is written … Moses hiked up a des-
ert mountain, heard a voice in a flaming
fir, and was dazzled by the presentation
of an original lithograph with a long list
of religious duties etched in granite (I’m
taking artistic license with this, as the
writer of Exodus may have done). As the
story goes, Moses hiked down to find
another artist had been busy. Moses
was so upset by the Israelites dancing
around the new artwork made by his
brother Aaron, an original piece called
The Golden Cow, he threw down the
Lord’s Lithograph, shattering the sacred
sentences into divine dust. Moses the
Mountaineer became Moses the Artist.
He made his own stone tablets, went
back up, received a second edition litho-
graph, and the rest is … biblical history.

I’ve often wondered: Where are those
stone tablets? You would think that the
Lord’s Lithograph, even pieces of it,
would have been preserved by some-
one. What happened to the other monu-
ment, the Golden Cow? Moses had it
burned to powder, added water and
made the people drink it! (we get a taste
in the Book of Exodus). 

Monuments matter. Sculptures are
significant. Lithographs are lovely … un-

less they’re not. Meaning is molded,
shaped, chiseled and carved into our
community memory. Which presents a
cautionary warning: Watch what you
make and the message it sends. Art can
be dangerous, especially if it sends a
false or flawed message.

The Monument Lab, in partnership
with the Andrew Mellon Foundation,
has been actively studying American
monuments. Their National Monument
Audit “assesses the current monument
landscape across the United States.”
The extensive analysis “allows us to bet-
ter understand the dynamics and trends
that have shaped our monument land-
scape, to pose questions about common
knowledge about monuments, and to
debunk falsehoods and misperceptions
within public memory” (see www.mon-
umentlab.com). Their research reveals
some troubling facts. 

Of the 50,000 monuments studied,
religious themes and figures are fea-
tured in about 5,800 – more than the
arts, nature or mythology. But even reli-
gion can’t measure up to the 30,000
monuments dedicated to commemorat-
ing war, warfare and weapons. That
may be worth some national self-reflec-
tion. As the Monument Lab frames this:
“Violence is the most dominant sub-
ject.” Yet, of the almost 6,000 Civil War
monuments, only one percent of them
mention slavery. More self-reflection is
called for.

Regarding the top 50 historical fig-
ures commemorated, Abraham Lincoln

has almost 200 monuments, while
George Washington has nearly 175. Con-
federate leaders get over 120. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. has 86, while Robert E. Lee
has 59. There are only five people of col-
or in the top 50. Half of the top 50 owned
slaves. And, to no one’s surprise, monu-
ments across the land are “overwhelm-
ingly white and male.”

Another conclusion of the monu-
ment audit: “The story of the United
States as told by our current monu-
ments misrepresents our history.”
While we’re thinking about that, let’s
consider what our monuments to faith
represent and ask whether they too
misrepresent anything.

If you think about it, the history of re-
ligion is littered with lithographic like-
nesses – the saints and saviors of hu-
mankind. I’ve stood in front of monu-
ments to various teachers including
Buddha and Ganesh, Krishna and
Christ, and each time I sensed an invita-
tion to stop, contemplate and honor the
ancient stories. I’ve paused at monu-
ments to discovery and destruction, he-
roes and heretics. Each image reminds
me of a complex story, and invariably I
find I don’t know the whole story. A
monument is an artistic encouragement
to learn more, to balance my perspec-
tive, to pick up another piece of this per-
plexing puzzle we call history.

By their definition, Monument Lab
sees a monument as “a statement of
power and presence in public.” That
powerful presence is serious: “While

monuments are not history, they can
and should be held accountable to his-
tory. Monuments that perpetuate harm-
ful myths … require honest reckoning,
conceptual dismantling, and active re-
pair.” Context matters.

“Conceptual dismantling” may be
uncomfortable, but when it comes to
monumental religion, there may be
nothing more important. We may need
to come down off the mountain, out of
the clouds, and look closely at what we
have etched in stone.

“Monuments do more than just help
us remember – they make our society’s
values visible … History does not live in
statues. History lives between people.”
How many religious monuments em-
phasize that human dimension?

“If we seek a nation [belief, tradition]
that lives up to its creed … and connects
to its history in ways that are more
truthful, complex, and vital, then our
monuments must change.”

What we set in stone (or scripture)
shapes us, sculpting our worldview,
forming our understanding of our
world, our history, how we relate to oth-
ers who share our common history.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Written in stone: Monumental
changes and conceptual dismantling

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!
Voice-Activated Call forVoice-Activated Call for
HelpHelp
Award-Winning 24/7
Emergency Call Center

Fall DetectionFall Detection

Amplified ClarityAmplified Clarity
for Hearing Impairedfor Hearing Impaired

In-Home andIn-Home and
On-the-GoOn-the-Go

Motion & Air QualityMotion & Air Quality
SensorsSensors

The World’s
Most Advanced
Medical Alert

System

“A top-notch medical alert system for users and caregivers alike.”
- PCMag/Editors’ Choice

Caregivers stay
connected and get real
time updates in the app.

GET PEACE OF MIND
STARTING AT LESS
THAN $1/DAY*

*For Mobile Companion.
Plus One-Time Hardware Costs Starting at $99.99

CALL

OFFER CODE CARE20 • FREE SHIPPING!

$20 OFF20 OFF FIRST ORDERFIRST ORDER
- FREE LOCKBOX!- FREE LOCKBOX!

RISK-FREE 30 DAY TRIALRISK-FREE 30 DAY TRIAL

Features Available on Select Systems onlyFeatures Available on Select Systems only

855.254.2214

AN-GCI0741445-03


