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DIVINE PROTECTION
POINTE-AUX-CHENES, Louisiana – On a boat ride along a bayou that shares the name of his Native American tribe,

Donald Dardar points to a cross marking his ancestors’ south Louisiana burial ground – a place he fears will disappear. h

He points to the partly submerged stumps of oak trees killed by salt water on land where he rode horses as a kid, and to his

mother’s home, gutted by Hurricane Ida. He and his wife have a mission: protecting Pointe-aux-Chenes and other commu-

nities at risk in a state that loses about a football field’s worth of wetlands every 100 minutes. h For years, Donald and

Theresa Dardar have joined forces with the Rev. Kristina Peterson. Working with scientists and members of Pointe-au-

Chien and two other tribes, they’ve set out thousands of oyster shells to protect sacred mounds, obtained financing to refill

abandoned oil field canals and built an elevated greenhouse to save their plants and medicinal herbs from flooding.
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Faith groups increasingly join
fight against climate change

Luis Andres Henao and Jessie Wardarski ASSOCIATED PRESS

See CLIMATE, Page 3C

LIVING

It may be true: once a chaplain, al-
ways a chaplain. All those years of inter-
faith chaplaincy still shape my respons-
es to questions. When a student asked
me to suggest a progressive Protestant
church, I mentioned several I know, add-
ing several alternatives including Uni-
tarian, Ethical Humanist and Friends.

A few students in my Humanism
class at the Reuter Center may have
been surprised when I told them I had
given a small amount of money to our
local Catholic Charities. Later I realized I
hadn’t explained the purpose: to sup-
port Afghans relocating to our area. In a
way it didn’t matter. I had spoken posi-
tively of Catholic Charities and the Ro-
man Catholic Church itself. Basing my
remarks on years of work with Catholic
colleagues, I explained there are many
great people doing good things even
with the awful stories we hear.

Since the topic for that day’s class
was the future of Humanism, we took
our theme – being good with or without
a belief in God – and considered several

stories exemplifying thoughtfulness,
kindness and compassion. Some had
heard the recent news story about a
group of Sikh men hiking in British Co-
lumbia who saw a couple in danger near
a waterfall. The men removed their tur-
bans, tied them together, and pulled the
two people to safety. Emphasizing the
setting aside, or suspension, of strict re-
ligious rules for the benefit of human
welfare, it was an opportunity to high-
light both Sikh belief and Humanist val-
ues. I referred us back to the short film
we watched at the beginning of class,
“One Day,” showing strangers helping
strangers on one city block. Our atten-
tion was drawn to the common thread of
humanity running through these sto-
ries, the “rope of turbans” so to speak;
people performing simple acts of kind-
ness with diverse motivations, yet per-
haps an identical intention: to do good
and do it here and now.

People may indeed be “living their
faith” through these acts. However, in
those moments, when a person doesn’t
have time to think or pray about it, to
consult God or their ethical ideals, they
naturally act, they do what the moment
requires. Their action, in a sense, is be-
yond religion, beyond belief.

I’m told that every day during the
World Parliament of Religions, thou-
sands of people representing many tra-

ditions enjoy a meal prepared and
served by the Sikh community. Partici-
pants share a meal sitting on the floor,
wearing make-shift turbans in respect
for the tradition. Because people have a
wide array of beliefs, rituals, traditions,
as well as motives for serving others, I
pose two simple questions to strict be-
lievers and strident seculars: “So what?”
or “Who Cares?” Acts of human kind-
ness lie at the center of many religions,
and as I see it, shape the heart of Hu-
manism.

As stressed in my course, no one is
expected to become a Humanist—no
conversion is necessary. A practice of
humanistic ethics is the point, and any-
one, with a god or without, can do
what’s good and right. One student was
troubled: “Humanism seems so amor-
phous! And it just seems so intellectual,
white, and male!” I agreed. If Humanism
is only a philosophy, and only for an ex-
clusive group, what good is it? Clearly,
Humanism needs more leadership by
women and people of color, demon-
strating it’s an evolving way of life – Hu-
manity Incarnate.

Which returns us to Sikh beliefs. Ac-
cording to SikhCoalition.org, this major
world religion founded in South Asia
some 500 years ago, grounds faith and
identity on: “Meditation, service, and
justice [which] are core aspects of the

Sikh way of life.” Centering religious de-
votion on One God, Sikhs follow “three
daily principles … : truthful living, ser-
vice to humanity, and devotion to God.” I
find it remarkable that “Sikhs believe all
people are equal, the Sikh community
does not have clergy or priests; each
person can connect with the Creator di-
rectly and all positions of leadership
and authority in Sikh religious and po-
litical life are open to people of all back-
grounds.” This sounds like an important
corrective, a refreshing alternative to
religious beliefs that resist the practice
of equality in community and leader-
ship.

Is the Sikh worldview compatible
with Humanism? There are clear differ-
ences, yet Humanism is evolving and
has no creeds or requirements other
than general guidelines in statements
such as “The Amsterdam Declaration”
(2002) and “Humanism and Its Aspira-
tions” (2003). Supernatural beliefs
don’t fit neatly into modern Humanist
consensus, but herein lies the intriguing
potential for an even deeper humanistic
value symbolized in the “rope of tur-
bans.” Again, “So What?” may become a
guiding principle in itself!

Religions bound together may lift hu-
manity; freethinking humanism may
lift religion. Imagine if those turbans
were tied together, for good.

A rope of turbans: When humanity is the religion of the moment
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