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It’s been many years since I read
Winnie-the-Pooh stories with my
daughter. I tried to remember scenes
from “The House at Pooh Corner,” but
remembering can be such a bother. So I
found a copy and returned to the forest
where I stumbled onto a pile of sticks
that made me think of houses we build
in the forests of faith.

If it’s not too bothersome, let me re-
fresh your memory. Pooh and Piglet are
concerned about their friend Eeyore,
the donkey. It was cold and snowing and
Eeyore had no house. So the little bear
and tiny pig find a pile of sticks in the
woods and build a home for Eeyore on
the other side of the forest. Meanwhile,
Eeyore brings Christopher Robin to
show him the house he had built for
himself—but it was gone.

Eeyore says: “So what it all comes to is
that I built myself a house down by my
little wood.” “Did you really? How excit-
ing!,” says Christopher. “The really excit-

ing part,” said Eeyore in his most melan-
choly voice, “is that when I left it this
morning it was there, and when I came
back it wasn’t. Not at all, very natural … .”

Pooh and Piglet arrive to announce
they have made a house for Eeyore!
They lead their friends across the
woods.

“They came round the corner, and
there was Eeyore’s house, looking as
comfy as anything. ‘There you are,’ said
Piglet. ‘Inside as well as outside,’ said
Pooh proudly. Eeyore went inside, and
came out again. ‘It’s a remarkable thing,’
he said. ‘It is my house, and I built it
where I said I did, … and the wind blew it
right over the wood … and here it is as
good as ever. In fact, better in places.’
‘Much better,’ said Pooh and Piglet to-
gether.”

Now we can see what happened.
They found the pile of sticks Eeyore had
built, took those sticks and constructed
a house in another place. Eeyore found
it was a better home in a better location.

To more fully appreciate this story,
we turn to the author, Alan Alexander
Milne—A.A. Milne—who was born in
London in 1882. His grandfather Wil-
liam, a Congregational minister born in
Scotland, later became a missionary to
Jamaica. Alan’s parents were “noncon-

formists” who chose not to be members
of the Church of England — it wasn’t
their “pile of sticks” (historical details
from “A.A. Milne: His Life,” by Ann
Thwaite).

Alan described his father, the school-
master, John Vine Milne, as “the best
man I have ever known: by which I mean
the most truly good, the most complete-
ly to be trusted, the most incapable of
wrong. He differed from our conception
of God only because he was shy, which
one imagined God not to be, and was
funny, which one knew God was not.” As
Alan tells it, his father was popular with
schoolboys in part because he gave tests
not only to find out what a child had
learned, but to “make him think.”

In their household, Alan and his
brothers read religious books like “Pil-
grim’s Progress” on Sundays, but their
favorite, secular books such as “Trea-
sure Island,” “The Swiss Family Robin-
son” and “Oliver Twist” the rest of the
week. One of his early teachers was H.G.
Wells who, when offered a job teaching
science and scripture, refused to teach
the Bible—he didn’t believe it.

Alan’s freethinking came from his
early years “full of affection, freedom,
independence and individuality. Much
later these would be the wellsprings of

his own books for children.” Writing a
poem with his brother Ken, one line
read: “Fettered by Nature’s miraculous
laws.” Alan and Ken agreed nature was
not miraculous, so they changed the
word to “inscrutable.” As his biographer
states: “Milne had no time at all for or-
thodox Christianity.” In 1928, Milne
wrote a pamphlet presenting his reli-
gious beliefs. “It is in the presence of
Beauty that we feel ourselves to be in
the presence of God … I cannot say what
my God is, for it seems to me that one’s
God cannot be reduced to thought … He
is not the God which man has made … .”
Later in life he identified “God” with “the
Creative Spirit” or “First Cause.”

We can be grateful for the real Chris-
topher Robin and his father’s childlike
mind, for their love of the woods, mak-
ing friends with nature and its bears,
pigs, donkeys, owls, kangaroos and “tig-
gers.” 

Where have we piled our sticks to call
“home”? Are those the best sticks in the
best place to shelter our views, or our
beliefs, in our own hundred acre wood?

We may need the wise Owl to help us.
Where is he? Oh bother.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. Learn
more at chighland.com.

A house of sticks in the Hundred Acre Wood
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Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Nov. 20

Smoked turkeys available for Thanks-
giving: Available for pickup at 1 p.m.
Nov. 23 at Tabernacle United Methodist
Church, 385 Tabernacle Road, Black
Mountain. $35. Call Lois Nix at 828-777-
9543 or Judy Murphy at 828-777-5602
to place order. Fundraiser to assist
students in Owen District.
“Christmas Joy” Donation Drive Thru:
10 a.m.-noon, First Congregational
Church, 1735 5th Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Donate new hats, scarves, gloves
and mittens for children and adults;
new unwrapped toys; wrapped gifts for
Council on Aging senior clients; cash or
check donation. Visit
www.fcchendersonville.org.

Nov. 21

Online services: A majority of churches
are still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 
Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays
online, featuring prayers, music, read-
ings, conversation. For more informa-
tion and Zoom link, visit
https://tinyurl.com/3vwm566f.
Biltmore Church: Online services at
9:15, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at live.biltmo-
rechurch.com or Facebook. RSVP at
https://my.biltmorechurch.com/rsvp/
for 11 a.m. Sunday in-person services at
35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite
locations. 
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily.
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-

rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
(in person and livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook), 6 p.m. service of Taize
Compline (in person). 9 Swan St., Bilt-
more Village, Asheville. 
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
1895 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlra-
dio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM.
Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hen-
dersonville: 10:30 a.m. service at
www.fcchendersonville.org. Email fccin-
fo@fcchendersonville.org if you need
assistance.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871
Merrimon Ave., Asheville. Visit
www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.
Grace Lutheran Church, Henderson-
ville: Livestream worship at 9 a.m. on
Facebook. Watch special services and
sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W.
www.gracehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. online service at Facebook or You-
Tube. www.nativityarden.org. 2425
Hendersonville Road, Arden.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Ser-
vices commence at 11 a.m. Nov. 28, the
first Sunday of Advent. We will enter via
the side door from parking lot. Win-
dows and doors will be open and fans
will be ventilating the sanctuary with
outside air. Be aware of the outside
temperature and dress accordingly. 10
Presbyterian Church Road, Mills River.

828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville.
Visit https://tbcasheville.org/about/.
Nursery and mid-week meal still on
hold.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. Eucharist (in person
only), 10:45 a.m. Eucharist (in person
and on YouTube), 5:30 p.m Celtic ser-
vice (in person and on YouTube). 60
Church St., Asheville. Visit www.trin-
ityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Nov. 23

Puzzle Swap: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-
Thursdays, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Bins of puzzles outside en-
trance via back parking lot. Also visit
Little Free Library to borrow books.
828-891-7101.
Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimo-
ny 7 p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m.
Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Free child
care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Nov. 24

Area Baha’is observe Day of the Cove-
nant: 7 p.m. online. This Holy Day cele-
brates the essential unity of religions
and of Divine guidance. All are welcome
to enjoy the blessing of prayers, music,
readings, and beloved community. For
the Zoom link, visit
https://tinyurl.com/4ns7dvem.

Nov. 28

Star lighting event: 6:30 p.m., Taber-
nacle United Methodist Church, 385
Tabernacle Road, Black Mountain. Cele-
brating the beginning of the Advent
season. Music, snacks, caroling, reading
of the Christmas story. The star will be
lit and enjoyed by passersby through-
out Christmas season.

Dec. 1

Advent Recitals: Noon recitals Dec. 1, 8
and 15 at Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., downtown Asheville. Free.
After the brief recitals, lunch will be
served for a $5 donation. Tate Addis
(organ) on Dec. 1, Leslie Welker (flute)
Dec. 8, Andy Jurik (guitar) Dec. 15. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.

Dec. 11

American Christian Fiction Writers:
New chapter meets at 10 a.m. every
second Saturday, Cross Roads Baptist
Church, 705 Anderson Ridge Road,
Greer, SC. Doors open 9:30 a.m. For
questions, email Tammy Karasek at
upstatesc@acfwchapter.com.

Dec. 12

Candlelight service of Lessons & Car-
ols: 5:30 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church,
60 Church St., Asheville. Chancel Choir
leads service along with brass quartet.
Music includes pieces by Willcocks,
Archer, Nixon and Helvey. 

RELIGION CALENDAR

Six years ago, I wrote a column ex-
plaining why I still am an Evangelical.

I admitted then that there were
things about Evangelicalism that made
me uncomfortable. That discomfort has
grown. But when I wrote it, I assumed I
knew what an Evangelical is. Now, I am
not so sure.

The word “evangelical” is a transliter-
ation into English of a Greek term mean-
ing “good news.” Evangelicals are “good
news” people. They have good news
about God and his kingdom to tell, news
that is all wrapped up in Jesus.

Evangelicals have always been
marked by a few key indicators. They
have, for example, been people of the
book. Evangelicals love the Bible. They
consider it a revelation from God and
authoritative on all matters of faith and
practice.

As people of the book, Evangelicals
have emphasized the necessity of mak-
ing a decision to follow Christ. Going
with the flow, even in a powerful reli-
gious current, is not enough. A personal

decision is required. Because of this em-
phasis, Evangelicals often think of
themselves as people who have a “per-
sonal relationship with Christ.”

They have also emphasized the ne-
cessity of “living out” one’s faith. This
emphasis has led Evangelicals to spend
more of their own time and money to
keep people fed and cared for than any-
one else. 

These were some of the traditional
markers that identified Evangelicals.

The question is whether these mark-
ers still mean anything. That’s not be-
cause traditional Evangelicals have re-
nounced these ideas. Any who have did
not intend to remain Evangelical. It is
because people are now self-identifying
as Evangelical who do not share the
movement’s traditional beliefs.

For example, 17 percent of American
Muslims who attend mosque at least
once a week now identify as Evangeli-
cals. Despite the Evangelical label, they
would not say the Bible is authoritative
on all matters of faith and practice, nor
would they insist on a decision for
Christ.

The fact that so many American
Muslims are now identifying as Evan-
gelical is not the only surprise. The
number of Catholics who identify as
Evangelical has more than doubled in

the past decade. Certainly, many Catho-
lics share Evangelical-like views of the
Bible and the need for a personal deci-
sion, but a theological shift alone can-
not account for this large, unexpected
change.

Ryan Burge, who teaches political
science at Eastern Illinois University,
adds that “there’s evidence that the
share of Orthodox Christians, Hindus,
and members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints who identify
as evangelical is larger today than it was
just a decade ago.” Evangelical Mor-
mons? Evangelical Hindus?

A recent Pew study revealed that the
number of white Americans who identi-
fy as Evangelical has increased. This
contrasts sharply with the mainline
churches, which have been hemorrhag-
ing members for decades. While some
Evangelicals’ attribute this phenome-
non to their theological convictions, the
facts point in another direction.

For example, the number of self-
identified Evangelicals who admit that
they never attend church has risen
nearly 50 percent over the last decade.
Those numbers were undoubtedly
skewed by COVID-19, but what kind of
Evangelical never goes to church, not
even online? 

Evangelicalism is undergoing a

change. However necessary that might
be – and revelations about Evangelical-
ism suggest that it has been necessary
for a long time – it is not in this case
good news.

The movement is not so much being
transformed as commandeered. 

Many newly minted Evangelicals are
missing the chief component of Evan-
gelicalism: the good news that God has
come to earth in Jesus Christ. 

But why are so many people, includ-
ing non-Protestants and even non-
Christians, now identifying as Evangeli-
cals? Ryan Burge believes that in the cir-
cles in which these non-Protestant
Evangelicals move, “Evangelical” is sim-
ply another way of saying, “conserva-
tive, religious Republican.” This repre-
sents a significant change. In the 1970s,
fewer than half of church-attending
white Evangelicals were Republicans.
That number now has risen to 70 per-
cent. 

However highly one thinks of conser-
vative Republicans and their policies,
they cannot take the place of Jesus as
the centerpiece of Evangelicalism.
“Conservative” does not equal “Chris-
tian” and “Republican” does not equal
“Evangelical”. Without Jesus, the
church ceases to be the church and the
good news of the gospel is lost. 

Evangelicalism commandeered: A cause for concern

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist


