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Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Jan. 23

Online services: Some churches are still having online
worship services. Visit church websites for full in-
formation. 
Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays online. Prayers,
music, readings, conversation. For more information
and Zoom link, visit https://tinyurl.com/3vwm566f.
Biltmore Church: All campuses now open for on-site
services with safety measures in place. Online services
at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or Face-
book. 35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite locations.
View times and locations at www.biltmorechurch.com.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook page
for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homily.
Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson Ave.,
Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services at
7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only), 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist (in person and livestreamed on www.allsoul-
scathedral.org, YouTube and Facebook), 6 p.m. ser-
vice of Taize Compline (in person). 9 Swan St., Bilt-
more Village, Asheville. 
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilderness:
8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person services. Online service at
8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat
Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship service at 11
a.m. Also on Facebook, YouTube, or listen at http://
wptlradio.net/ or WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational Church, Hendersonville: 10:30
a.m. service at www.fcchendersonville.org. Email
fccinfo@fcchendersonville.org if you need assistance.
1735 Fifth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Find Sunday wor-
ship videos at www.fcchendersonville.org/sunday-
sermon/.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church - Hendersonville: 9 a.m. tradi-
tional service in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m.
praise service, 11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person
and livestreamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service every
second Sunday. Watch special services and sermons
on YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W. www.gracehenderson-
ville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10 a.m. service in
person and also on Facebook or YouTube. www.nativ-
ityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Arden.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Service at 11 a.m.
Enter via side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor worship at 11 a.m.,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service also livestreamed
on church Facebook page and can be accessed later at
www.newbridgebaptist.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m and 5 p.m.
Sunday services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nursery available.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday services at 8 a.m.
Eucharist (in person only), 10:45 a.m. Eucharist (in
person and on YouTube), 5:30 p.m Celtic service (in
person and on YouTube). 60 Church St., Asheville.
Visit www.trinityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship service at
10:30 a.m. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship service at 11
a.m. Service also on Facebook. No nursery until fur-
ther notice. 75 Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Jan. 25

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain View
Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimony 7
p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship

9 p.m. Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-669-
1981 or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Jan. 29

Hope Crusade: 5 p.m., Gatlinburg Convention Center,
234 Historic Nature Trail, Gatlinburg, TN. Teaching,
preaching, music. Free. Visit www.vohministries.org.
Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Day of Service: 1:30
p.m., St. James Episcopal Church, 766 N. Main St.,
Hendersonville. Youth groups will bag meals for the
Storehouse. Others can drive by 11 a.m.-noon at the
Storehouse, 1049 Spartanburg Highway, to donate
nonperishable food. Visit
https://americorps.gov/newsroom/events/mlk-day.

Jan. 30

Candlemas concert: 4 p.m., St. James Episcopal
Church, 766 N. Main St., Hendersonville. Featuring
fiddler Andrew Finn Magill. $25. Visit
www.stjamesepiscopal.com or call Tari Watson at
352-490-1056.

Feb. 1

“The End of Bias” book study: 1:30 p.m. via Zoom
each Tuesday in February. First Congregational
Church offering study of Jessica Nordell’s “The End Of
Bias: A Beginning: The Science and Practice of Over-
coming Unconscious Bias.” For more information and
the Zoom link, contact Patti Clay at
pclay51@gmail.com or visit fcchendersonville.org.

Feb. 12

American Christian Fiction Writers: 10 a.m. every
second Saturday, Cross Roads Baptist Church, 705
Anderson Ridge Road, Greer, SC. If you have ques-
tions, email Tammy Karasek at
upstatesc@acfwchapter.com.

RELIGION CALENDAR

African-American poet, Langston Hughes, was
born in Joplin, Missouri, in 1902, spending his early
years in Lawrence, Kansas, Lincoln, Illinois and Cleve-
land, Ohio. Traveling the country and the world over
the course of his lifetime, he died in New York City in
1967. 

His grandmother’s first husband died at Harper’s
Ferry in 1859 alongside John Brown. To some extent,
Hughes carried on that radical spirit throughout his
life and work. Early inspiration from the Bible as well
as Walt Whitman, Carl Sandburg and W.E.B. DuBois
shaped him to become “one of the more controversial
names in the history of American poetry” (Arnold
Rampersad, Introduction to “The Collected Poems of
Langston Hughes”).

Langston Hughes is an inspirational resource for
anyone who takes religion, secularism and ethnicity
seriously, and not only because “he was the first black
American to earn his living solely from his writing and
public lectures” (poetryfoundation.org). “He has been
… a poet of the people. … Until the time of his death, he
spread his message humorously – though always seri-
ously – to audiences throughout the country, having
read his poetry to more people (possibly) than any oth-
er American poet.” (Donald B. Gibson, “Modern Black
Poets: A Collection of Critical Essays”).

Later in life he wrote stage plays influenced by gos-
pel music: “Black Nativity,” “The Prodigal Son” and
“Tambourines to Glory,” the story of two women who
open a Harlem church in the 1950s. As described by the

Poetry Foundation: “He sought to honestly portray the
joys and hardships of working-class black lives, avoid-
ing both sentimental idealization and negative stereo-
types.”

Though some of his poetry was forcefully critical of
religion (“Goodbye Christ,” “Gods,” “Bible Belt,” “Christ
in Alabama,” “Prayer (2)” and others), he also reveals a
secular kind of faith in humanity, even in his poem
“God”: “I am God, without one friend … Better to be hu-
man, than God – and lonely.” From one perspective it
could be said Hughes spoke like a prophet of old, call-
ing out the ritualism and religiosity of the people. In
writing primarily for his own Black community, he cel-
ebrates both the goodness and gifts of blackness as
well as the perpetual challenge and struggle. “The
night is beautiful, So the faces of my people.The stars
are beautiful, So the eyes of my people. Beautiful, also,
is the sun. Beautiful, also, are the souls of my people”
(“My People”).

In “Call to Creation,” Hughes presents the beautiful
tension of our world.

“Listen! All you beauty-makers, Give up beauty for a
moment.

Look at harshness, look at pain, Look at life again.
Look at hungry babies crying, Listen to the rich men

lying,
Look at starving China dying. Hear the rumble in

the East:
‘In spite of all, Life must not cease.’
...
Listen! Futile beauty-makers –
Work for awhile with the pattern-breakers!
Come for a march with the new-world-makers:
Let beauty be!”
I find it curious his call is for “beauty-makers” to

“give up beauty for a moment.” Who are these people
and how can they give beauty up? We’re not sure how,
but we know why they should – to “look,” to “listen,” to

see and hear the un-beautiful in the world. Pause the
distraction of the attractive things long enough to truly
see, and feel, the suffering. Break the destructive pat-
terns and discover real beauty. 

There arises a bold hopefulness in Langston
Hughes. He can be shocking in truth-telling, humor-
ous in many instances, and leave a reader stunned into
thoughtful reflection and wonder. “Hold fast to
dreams, For if dreams die, Life is a broken-winged bird,
That cannot fly. Hold fast to dreams, For when dreams
go, Life is a barren field, Frozen with snow”
(“Dreams”). And these liquid lines from, “The Negro
Speaks for Rivers”: “I’ve known rivers: I’ve known riv-
ers ancient as the world and older than the flow of hu-
man blood in human veins … I’ve known rivers: An-
cient, dusky rivers. My soul has grown deep like the
rivers.”

Near the end of his life, Hughes posed the question,
“What is Poetry? … It is the human soul entire,
squeezed like a lemon or a lime, drop by drop, into
atomic words” (Introduction to “The Collected Po-
ems”). What if we understood life this way, or, if we
don’t understand much of what life is, could we learn
to take it “drop by drop”? Could we squeeze some fla-
vor, sweetness from our experience and feel more
alive?

Hughes may not have been a deeply religious man,
but perhaps he had a feel for the heart of healthy faith
ripe and juicy with justice. Alongside him we may be
called to march as “new-world-makers” and let beauty
be.

Chris Highland served as a minister and chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live
in Asheville. His latest books are “Friendly Freethink-
er,” “Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.

Langston Hughes – ‘In spite of all, life must not cease’

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

I have been acquainted with numerous people who
have fallen away from the faith. One I knew well and
remains a friend. Some have been Christian ministers.

I am distressed when people leave the faith. I find
myself wondering why it happens – what are the dy-
namics involved? Is there a reason why some people
stick, and others do not? Is there a way to predict who
will make it and who will wash out?

Apostasy is hardly a new thing. People were falling
away from the faith and from the faithful even in bibli-
cal times. The Bible does not attempt to hide the fact;
rather, it warns of the possibility and encourages peo-
ple to take steps against it.

One of St. Paul’s colleagues was a man named De-
mas, which was probably short for Demetrius, a com-
mon enough name in Greek-speaking regions in the
first century. Demas is mentioned three times in Paul’s
letters.

The first time he is mentioned, he (along with three
others) is described as one of Paul’s fellow workers.
High praise indeed to be called a fellow worker by the
great apostle. It is comparable to being called a team-
mate by Lebron James or a business partner by Warren

Buffett.
Demas is mentioned again in another list of Paul’s

associates. This time, five other men and one woman
are mentioned and each of these receives comment.
For example, Luke is “beloved.” Nympha hosts the
church at her home. Epaphras is a servant of Christ.

In this list, only Demas receives no commendation
of any kind. This cannot be without significance. What
could have been in Paul’s mind that he offered com-
mendation to everyone but Demas?

The answer comes in St. Paul’s final biblical letter.
During his imprisonment, he wrote his closest col-
league, Timothy, a final letter. Paul knew that death
would soon take him from this “son in the faith,” so he
wrote to offer encouragement and guidance while he
still could.

Near the end of the letter, he urges Timothy to do his
best to come quickly. The shocking reason for this is
that Demas had deserted him. The man who had once
been his fellow worker had left him in the lurch.

There seems to be a progression here – or perhaps a
regression. On first mention, Demas was a member of
the company of the committed, the great apostle’s fel-
low-worker. The second time, he stands apart from the
company, for Paul can find nothing positive to say
about him. And by the third time, Demas is gone. He
has deserted the apostle and possibly even the faith.

The author of the Book of Hebrews had warned be-
lievers to “pay the most careful attention, therefore, to
what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”

This, I believe, is what happened to Demas. He didn’t
wake up one day to say, “Today, I am going to desert my
post, abandon my friends, and leave the faith.” Rather,
he drifted away into competing desires and diminish-
ing commitment.

Marooned in the dead waters of diminishing com-
mitment, faith flounders and doubts grow. People like
Demas, who thrive in the current of love, lose their fo-
cus and sometimes even their faith when they leave it.
Outside that current, they drift, and it is rare indeed
that someone drifts to their goal.

This is not to say that intellectual problems do not
contribute to apostasy. Thoughtful people wrestle with
real and troubling questions concerning the faith. It is
possible to find answers to those questions in the swift
current of love and obedience. They are impenetrable
everywhere else.

When European and American adventure-seekers
raft the wild waters of the Zambezi River, their guides
caution them to stay in the current when – not if – they
are thrown from the boat. Their team will come and get
them but, whatever they do, they must not swim to
shore. Why? Because crocodiles are waiting to eat
them in the calm waters near the shore.

Doubts do not live in the current of love and obe-
dience, but they consume people who try to get as near
to the shoreline of cultural accommodation as possible.

Shayne Looper is the pastor of Lockwood Communi-
ty Church in Michigan. Read his blog at shayne
looper.com.

Falling from faith: The anatomy of apostasy 

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist


