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Arts & Crafts Shows
Antiques
1895-1939

New Artisan
Works

Grove Park Inn
Friday (2/18) 1-6
Saturday (2/19) 12-6
Sunday (2/20) 11-4

$5 for all 3 days.

Free
Outdoor
Parking

Silent Auction
Demonstrations
Bruce Johnson
(828) 628-1915

Arts-CraftsConference.com

Masks will
be required.

Imagine being able to hear well for the first time in a long time.

The first sound you hear clearly would be

the most beautiful sound to you.

SAVE

$500 OFF**
the purchase of any pair of
ultimate-level hearing aids

TRADE IN

Up to $750 OFF†

when you trade in a pair of
old hearing aids and purchase

a pair of ultimate-level
hearing aids

Trade-in value: $750 per pair of hearing aids
under 3 years old, $500 per pair of hearing
aids over 3 years old. See office for details.

PLUS

Rediscover life’s beautiful sounds.

The life-changing hearing care
provided by HearingLife can help you

begin your journey to better hearing

and find your own beautiful sound.

Revolutionary new hearing technology
gives the brain more of the relevant
information it needs to make better
sense of sound. You may have
improved speech understanding and
the ability to remember more.

Call today to schedule an appointment
for your complimentary hearing
assessment* and personal demonstration
of the latest hearing devices.

Don’t miss these limited-time offers.

TRAFFIC

The first sound I heard when

I got my hearing aids...

Over 600 locations nationwide

hearinglife.com
Mention code when calling

to enjoy our special offers.

*See office for details.

**Off standard list price. Offer is for a pair (2) of ultimate-

level hearing aids. One offer per purchase. Offer may not

be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on

prior purchase. Cannot be combined with HLVP. Not valid for

customers with private or federal health insurance coverage.

Private pay purchases only. See office for details.

Offer valid through .

†One offer per purchase. Trade-in value: $750 per pair for

hearing aids under three years old; $500 per pair for hearing

aids over 3 years old when you purchase a pair of ultimate-

level hearing aids. No cash value. Limited to one trade-in per

customer. Offer cannot be combined with any other offers or

discounts. Offer not available to any consumer who has private

or federal health insurance coverage. By appointment only. See

office for details. Offer valid from through .

Information within this offer may vary or be subject to change.
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From his early work at the U.S. Forest
Service to teaching game management
at the University of Madison, Wiscon-
sin, Aldo Leopold (1887-1948) was a seri-
ous student of ecology. “A study of our
home.” That’s one way to define eco-lo-
gy (Gr: oikos: home; logos: study). As
Leopold states: “That land is a commu-
nity is the basic concept of ecology”
and, he says: “Ecology is now teaching
us to search in [nature] for analogies to
our own problems” (“A Sand County Al-
manac”). When people ask what it
means to be “secular,” this is one re-
sponse, similar to what it means to be
“humanist.” If we desire to learn more
about ourselves and our “home planet,”
we need go no further than a close in-
vestigation of living things around us,
and that includes other humans, their
cultures and beliefs. 

Halfway through his “Almanac,” Leo-
pold explains what we could call an eco-
logical religion: “It is a century now
since Darwin gave us the first glimpse of
the origin of species. We know now
what was unknown to all the preceding

caravan of generations: that [humans]
are only fellow-voyagers with other
creatures in the odyssey of evolution.”
The result of Charles Darwin’s explora-
tions ought to humble us as we find our-
selves equal among other earth inhabit-
ants. “This new knowledge should have
given us, by this time, a sense of kinship
with fellow-creatures; a wish to live and
let live; a sense of wonder over the mag-
nitude and duration of the biotic [living
environment] enterprise.” 

In a chapter entitled “Wildlife in
American Culture” Leopold presents
nature as a primary teacher particularly
through our instructive relationship
with animals. He says the culture of so-
called primitive people is often centered
on wildlife. “Thus the plains Indian not
only ate buffalo, but buffalo largely de-
termined his architecture, dress, lan-
guage, arts, and religion.” We may have
learned this fact in school, but have we
learned anything from it? Do we give
much thought to how animals sustain
us, how wildlife including plant life is
essentially Our Life? 

While listening to John Denver’s
“Rocky Mountain High” album, I
couldn’t get the words from his “Season
Suite” out of my head: “Open up your
eyes and see the brand new day, the
clear blue sky and brightly shining sun;
Open up your ears and hear the breezes
say: ‘everything that’s cold and gray is

gone.’ Open up your hands and feel the
rain come down, taste the wind and
smell the flowers’ sweet perfume; Open
up your mind and let the light shine in,
the earth has been reborn and life goes
on.” Then these contemplative ques-
tions: “Do you care what’s happening
around you?; Do your senses know the
changes when they come?; Can you see
yourself reflected in the seasons?; Can
you understand the need to carry on?”
We hear the songwriter’s celebration of
the senses, to open them in union with
an open mind to soak it all in. The artist
feels the inter-relationship that Leopold
calls us back to.

As we make the outdoors our recre-
ational playground we can end up using
the natural world as we sometimes use
religion—as an escape from wilderness
and wildness. For Leopold, we need a
new kind of “sport,” one that doesn’t de-
stroy anything—wildlife research.
Learn from the wild things and the wild
itself. Those who respectfully study na-
ture are not only a “professional priest-
craft,” says Leopold, but “all grades of
amateurs.” “They simply [realize] that
the most fun lies in seeing and studying
the unknown.” 

Consider the overlooks on the Blue
Ridge Parkway. Vast open scenes of liv-
ing beauty meet the eye. At an overlook I
ask myself, as I often do in nature: What
am I looking-over? Captivated by the

expansive view, could I be overlooking
nature’s less-dramatic lessons? As with
many wisdom teachers, naturalists call
our attention closer—that beetle, flower,
tree, bird perhaps never seen before.
Could this be a new teacher? If we put
our distracting screen-machines down
for a moment, we may discover nature is
more immediate (and we are a part of it,
as John Denver reminded us) with per-
haps even more dramatic views and de-
lightful lessons.

“Above all we should, in the century
since Darwin, have come to know that
[humanity], while now captain of the
adventuring ship, is hardly the sole ob-
ject of its quest … .” We should have
learned by now we aren’t the center of
things. 

Writing over 70 years ago, Aldo Leo-
pold left us an “Almanac” with an eco-
logical view, perhaps a kind of religion,
pointing toward the wide and wild open
classrooms, the “Wilderness areas
[that] are first of all a series of sanctu-
aries … .” 

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
"Friendly Freethinker," "Broken Bridges"
and "A Freethinker’s Gospel." Learn
more at chighland.com.

Eco-religion and a Blue Ridge Mountain high

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Dear Grandparenting: It’s no secret
everyone’s social life has slowed down
during this COVID pandemic. But what
really troubles me is the state of my
grandkids’ social life. It’s like non-exis-
tent. 

Let’s start with my grandsons. My
son and his wife in Texas were always
involved with their two boys in youth
sport leagues and could be found clean-
ing up the yard after neighborhood kids
came by to play. They don’t do that any-
more. Both boys keep to themselves.
Another grandson in Ohio was voted
most popular in his class. Now he’s in
his room playing video games like Mi-

necraft. My granddaughter in Maryland
was captain of her soccer team. She’s
done with all that and is glued to her cell
phone. 

I have shared this tidbit with friends
who have grandchildren. Two have sim-
ilar stories and none of these kids seem
too bothered by this turn of events.
They’d rather keep company with them-
selves. Is this the new thing? 

– Anne Flowers, Boston, Mass. 
Dear Anne: It’s the new thing indeed,

at least according to a report from social
psychologist Rich Luker, who conducts
surveys to track trends. For the first
time, grandchildren aged 12-17 prefer to
spend time alone or on the Internet in-
stead of hanging out with friends and
family. 

Grandchildren growing up over the
last 15 years have never known a world
without cell phones. It’s reached the
point, said Luker, where kids aged 10
and under are “having the first unattain-
able childhood,” out of reach unless
you’re also online. 

“It’s much more about what they do
for amusement and free time than it is
about” the outside world. Priorities have

shifted. “Personal engagement, com-
munity engagement or engagement
with friends and family” are of lesser
importance. The word isolation comes
to mind, an unwelcome sign of the
times.

Other studies confirm the so-called
Generation Z of grandchildren (born
from 1997 and 2012) is not feeling the
magic of traditional sports. Kids are
turning away from football and baseball
as participants or followers, turning to-
ward e-sports or on-line games – the
new, new thing. 

Grand remark of the week

Maria Reed from Everett, Wash., likes
to “keep my mouth shut and eyes wide
open while we’re together, the better to
fully take in God’s gift of my precious
grandchildren.” 

Dee and Tom, married more than
50 years, have eight grandchildren.
Together with Key, they welcome
questions, suggestions and Grand Re-
marks of the Week. Send to P.O. Box
27454, Towson, MD, 21285. Call 410-
963-4426.

GRANDPARENTING

Priorities have shifted for
kids age 10 and younger 
Tom, Dee & Key Hardie
Special for Greencastle Echo Pilot

USA TODAY NETWORK

Kids are turning away from football and baseball as participants or followers,
turning toward e-sports or on-line games. GETTY IMAGES


