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GRAND PORTAGE, Minn. – The two-dozen schoolchildren sat in a circle for

about an hour, enthralled, as Gordon Jourdain regaled them with tales of the

Creator and the origins of their Ojibwe people. As the session wound down, one

boy raised his hand and asked, to a chorus of giggles, “How did girls come to be

on the planet?” h The storyteller at first kept a serious face as he told them a full

answer would take hours to recount. Then he cracked a broad smile. h “The first

was Mother Earth, and isn’t she beautiful?” Jourdain enthused, urging them to

look outside at the sunshine sparkling on 24 inches of pristine snow, among

fir-covered hills overlooking a small bay on a frozen Lake Superior.
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Giovanna Dell'Orto ASSOCIATED PRESS

See LEGENDS, Page 1C

Gordon Jourdain

Oral storytellers pass on Ojibwe spiritual teachings

LIVING

While reading historian Jill Lepore’s
excellent one-volume history of the
United States, “These Truths,” I came
upon this memorable image from Roger
Williams of the Rhode Island colony:
“There goes many a ship to sea, with
many hundred souls in one ship, whose
weal and woe is common, and is a true
picture of a commonwealth, or a human
combination or society … papists and
protestants, Jews and Turks, may be
embarked in one ship.” One duty of the
shipmaster is to make sure everyone
can practice their own faith, “if they
practice any.”

I was reminded of the quote attribut-

ed to Marshall McLuhan: “There are no
passengers on spaceship earth. We are
all crew.” Are we all captains as well as
crew? What ship are we piloting and
how do we navigate? Where are we go-
ing? Are we making sure our crewmates
are safe, treated equally? Who’s respon-
sible for the voyage?

As Jill Lepore notes, the sense of
common-wealth was integral to the
whole idea of a free colony. When the
wealth of a community is shared equi-
tably, including the wealth of skills and
knowledge, a harvest of harmony is
possible.

The interfaith world I have lived and
thrived in for many years can produce,
when nurtured carefully and coura-
geously, a harmonious harvest of hopes
and hard work. The difficult work is to
stay the course, to share the steerage of
the ship and maintain an inviting envi-
ronment. 

When our chaplaincy organized a
musical event at a large downtown mis-
sion church, we included songs and
readings, prayers and poems shared by
diverse voices. The Catholic community
welcomed the street community into a
sanctuary that felt, for that hour, like a
safe sanctuary, a true sacred space, for
all people no matter if they had a religion
or a roof. Our “unsheltered” musicians
and poets presented their unique com-
positions. It made sense to call the gath-
ering “Earthome” (Earth + Home), an in-
clusive symbol of our common human-
ity.

We opened with a Sufi quartet lead-
ing into a welcome by the mission priest
and a Dominican sister who served on
our chaplaincy board. Original songs by
our street artists were interspersed with
prayers and chants shared by a Bud-
dhist priest, Jewish rabbi, Presbyterian
pastor, Muslim imam, Methodist minis-

ter, Native American woman elder and
an Episcopal priest. At the conclusion, a
young Catholic priest played a version
of “Imagine” on the organ as we sang:
“Envision one great circle, gathered
‘round the light; Hand in hand together,
compassion in our sight; Telling com-
mon stories, singing harmony!” Every-
one felt the inspiration of this innova-
tive celebration, hugging and bowing to
each other afterwards while sharing re-
freshments. 

Moored at the island in Washington
state where I lived for several years, a
large green and white ferryboat, the “Ev-
ergreen State,” awaits a new life. In
years past I was a passenger on that fer-
ry; now, it’s decommissioned. The old
ferry was recently purchased by a man
who plans to renovate the boat, possibly
for concerts or even condos, installing 

There goes many a ship to sea – who are our crewmates?

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C
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electric motors and solar panels. In
its day, the boat could carry almost
1,000 people plus cars. I can imagine
standing on deck gazing over the
salty waters to the snow-capped
mountains, thinking of all the hu-
manity that boat carried for so many
years – all backgrounds and religions,
ethnicities and ages. A ship that
served everyone, and may yet do that
in new ways, a symbol of society. We
could visualize Roger Williams using
the “Evergreen State” as another ex-
ample of people moving across the
waters together – as an ideal of what
might be seen as ferrying the Family
of Humankind.

Like a ship at sea, crowded with
humanity, there is wonderful poten-
tial for a course correction, coopera-
tive navigation, collaborative renova-
tion, when we choose not to let our
differences sink us. 

Poems, prayers, chants, songs.
High hopes expressed on the often
rough seas of our lives. I think of
these lyrics from the song, “Power of

Goodness,” written and performed at
Earthome that day by my chaplain
assistant Elizabeth who lived in her
van: “Believe in the power of good-
ness, always open your heart to
what’s new; very carefully reflect on
your ability, to inspire trust in what
you will do; goodness grows from
planted seeds of compassion, and
enriches all who are touched; it is the
sharing of the power of goodness,
which restores in us the power of
love.”

Elizabeth wrote this song to en-
courage our chaplaincy team during a
particularly tough time, over choppy
waters, when we were holding me-
morial services while facing uncer-
tain funding. From her van-home and
her wheelchair, this vulnerable wom-
an gave us strength, encouragement
and music to help keep us afloat. She
was an unforgettable crewmate.

Chris Highland served as a minis-
ter and chaplain for many years. He
is a teacher, writer and humanist cel-
ebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev.
Carol Hovis, live in Asheville. His lat-
est books are “Friendly Freethinker,”
“Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s
Gospel.” Learn more at 
chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

Dear Grandparenting: Something
has come over my grandson. He’s not
himself anymore. Barry was fine before
turning 15. Then he went and discovered
sex and became this lunatic who
brought shame down on the family, all
over a boy who has no shame. 

Barry’s been hanging around with
the kind of girls you don’t bring home to
Mommy. But that didn’t stop his father
from finding girls up in his room after
school or stop him from kissing and
groping stuff in public. There’s more but
you get the idea. 

This has been happening long
enough for Barry to start getting a rep-

utation. Then last weekend he an-
nounces to my daughter that he is a “sex
addict and I need treatment.” Heaven
knows what that boy needs. Warnings
and punishments don’t work. My
daughter is leaning toward “treatment,”
whatever that means. I’ll probably end
up paying. What do you make of this
mess? 

– Pam Ferris, Nashville, Tenn. 
Dear Pam: The concept of “sex ad-

diction” is a relatively recent phenome-
non, most often found in reports on ce-
lebrity scandals and other high-profile
cheaters. But for many, it begs the ques-
tion of whether we’re talking about a
treatable psychological condition, or a
handy excuse for bad behavior. 

The medical community is divided.
Some mental health professionals do

offer assorted treatments, but leading
global health authorities remain skepti-
cal. The American Psychiatric Associa-
tion’s (APA) bible of mental health is-
sues – the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders – does not
include sex addiction, and while the
World Health Organization does recog-
nize diagnoses of compulsive sexual be-
havior, it does not use the addiction
model. 

Crazy as it may sound, some aspire to
attain sex addict status – the kind of
bragging rights that could appeal to a 15-
year-old flush with hormones. 

A hallmark of addiction is a pattern of
harmful behaviors that create ongoing
problems for an individual. It’s either
that or incorrigible hardheadedness.
Treatment options include cognitive

behavioral therapy, prescription medi-
cations and a support group. 

Grand remark of the week
Myrna Smith from Kingsport, Tenn.,

was putting on make-up before dinner
when grandson Carson wandered in,
age 4. “You caught me putting on my
pretty face,” explained Myrna, “trying to
make old me beautiful again.” 

Carson watched and waited until she
was finished “When does it start work-
ing Grandma?” he asked. ”We all had a
big laugh at my expense,” said Myrna.

Dee and Tom, married more than 50
years, have eight grandchildren. To-
gether with Key, they welcome ques-
tions, suggestions and Grand Remarks
of the Week. Send to P.O. Box 27454, Tow-
son, MD, 21285. Call 410-963-4426.

GRANDPARENTING

Teen claims to be sex addict, needs treatment 
Tom, Dee & Key Hardie
Special for Greencastle Echo Pilot

USA TODAY NETWORK

Vatican replaces Puerto Rico 
bishop who alleges persecution

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – The bishop of
the Arecibo diocese in Puerto Rico said
Wednesday that the Vatican dismissed
him against his wishes, a rare move for
the Holy See.

The announcement comes nearly a
year after Monsignor Daniel Fernández
declined to sign a decree issued by the
Puerto Rican Episcopal Conference de-
claring that unvaccinated parishioners
would be separated from vaccinated ones
during activities including the presenta-
tion of bread and wine at the altar.

The Episcopal Conference also sug-
gested that unvaccinated parishioners
avoid other in-person church activities
until further notice.

Days before the decree was signed,
Fernández issued a statement noting,
among other things, that “it is legitimate
for a faithful Catholic to have doubts
about the safety and efficacy of a vac-
cine.”

Pope Francis has been a vigorous
champion of vaccines, describing them
as a way to protect others as well as one-
self against COVID-19.

Fernández did not specify the reason
for his substitution in a lengthy state-
ment but said that he felt “blessed to suf-
fer persecution and slander,” adding that
“God is my judge.”

He said he was never formally accused
of anything nor faced any kind of process.

Fernández added that he was informed
that he had not committed any crime but
that he allegedly “had not been obedient
to the Pope nor had he had sufficient com-
munion with my brother bishops of Puer-
to Rico.”

Spokesmen for the Vatican and for
Puerto Rico’s archbishop did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment. A
spokeswoman for the Arecibo Diocese
declined comment while a secretary at
the Puerto Rican Episcopal Conference
said no one was available to speak.

Fernández said that a person he did
not identify suggested that if he resigned,
he would remain at the service of the
Catholic Church if they needed him for
anything. He declined.

Fernández had served as bishop for
nearly 12 years. The Vatican said it had
appointed an apostolic administrator
from the same diocese, Monsignor Álvaro
Corrada del Río, retired bishop of Maya-
guez, to replace Fernández.

RELIGION BRIEF


