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American Jews say they were blindsided by the U.S. Senate’s

lightning-fast passage of a bill to make daylight saving time year-

round and intend to fight it. h The Sunshine Protection Act, which

passed the Senate on March 15, will make it nearly impossible for Jews to

pray communally in the morning, Jewish advocates say, and still get to work or

school on time during the winter months. h According to Jewish law, morning

prayers must take place after the sun rises. Daylight saving time, which currently

begins on the second Sunday in March and ends on the first Sunday in November,

extends darkness on late-winter mornings. See PRAYER, Page 4C

Michele Chabin
Religion News Service | ASSOCIATED PRESS
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LIVING

Louise Little, Alberta King, Berdis
Baldwin. Three strong Black women,
each married to a preacher; each the
mother of a man who preached … and
changed history. Their sons raised their
voices for racial equality and fundamen-
tal human rights: Malcolm X, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and James Baldwin.

In her book, “The Three Mothers,” An-
na Malaika Tubbs writes: “Each woman
was already living an incredible life that
her children would one day follow. Their
identities as young Black girls in Georgia,
Grenada and Maryland influenced the
ways in which they would approach

motherhood. Their exposure to racist and
sexist violence from the moment they
were born would inform the lessons they
taught their children.” These women
were persistent and resistant to those
who would keep them down, in their
“place,” as women, as Black women. 

“They found ways to give life and to
humanize themselves, their children,
and in turn, our entire community. As
history tells us, all of their sons did in-
deed make a difference in this world, but
they did so at a cost. In all three cases, the
mothers worst fears became reality: each
woman was alive to bury her son.” Many
Black mothers, and grandmothers, still
do. 

Anna Tubbs refers to the analogy of a
crooked room (borrowed from Melissa
Harris-Perry). In an experiment, people
sat in a crooked chair in a crooked room
and when asked to sit up straight, they

still leaned over, feeling they were sitting
straight when aligned with other objects
in the room. A connection is made to the
pressure on Black women to conform to
the alignment of society’s expectations—
they “find it hard to stand up straight in a
crooked room.” As Tubbs makes the con-
nection to Louise, Alberta and Berdis, the
crooked rooms changed during their lives
as they got out of their chairs, stood tall,
and rearranged rooms, helping straight-
en them for others. Such a useful image
for the many ways communities, includ-
ing religious communities, pressure peo-
ple to conform, to “sit up straight” and ac-
cept the tilted worldview they are pre-
sented. Given that each of these mothers
married a preacher whose flaws or fragil-
ity proved harmful to the family, it’s re-
markable to see the leadership emerge—
strong males who found deep strength in
their mothers who passed on their

upright and righteous gifts.
One description of Louise Little’s par-

enting style and the way it helped shape
Malcolm’s outlook is remarkable. Read-
ing and writing were high expectations –
a dictionary was always near at hand –
but so was an eclectic exposure to diverse
religious beliefs: “She didn’t subscribe to
one particular religion but instead want-
ed to expose her children to several dif-
ferent faiths. She took her children every-
where: they attended Catholic mass, con-
gregated with Baptists, and learned from
Hindus.” As someone committed to edu-
cation, Louise made sure when they
came home from these religious gather-
ings they would talk about what they
learned and ask questions. She would tell
them: “You take what you see will fit you,
and the rest of it, just leave it there.” 

Three mothers, three preachers, three transformative sons

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See VIEWS, Page 2C
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My family started reading the Bible
together when I was in middle school.
Hearing my dad read the Bible was a new
and unexpected experience, one that
left a lasting mark on me. We started in
Genesis 1, and read one to three chapters
a day, immediately after dinner.

Genesis has many fascinating stories
I had never heard before. The first 24
chapters of Exodus are chock-full of
drama. But then we got to the specs for
the tabernacle, and I had trouble paying
attention. Leviticus, with its successive
pages of ordination ceremonies and pu-
rity laws, was almost too much for me.

We stopped reading together as a
family about that time. My brother’s
health took a turn for the worse and my
parents were frequently away from
home, spending time with him in the
cancer ward of a Cleveland hospital. Af-

ter he died, we never got back to reading
the Bible as a family.

When I was in high school, I met an
older man (he must have been in his
30s!) who encouraged me to read the Bi-
ble for myself. He gave me some point-
ers and I, spiritually hungry as I was, de-
cided to give it a try. That began a rou-
tine of personal Bible reading that has
lasted for nearly half a century.

With all that time spent reading the
Bible, one would think that I would have
it all down by now. I don’t. I have been an
enchanted wanderer in the lush fields
and forests of biblical truth, but I spent
many years not seeing the forest for the
trees. I missed the story within the sto-
ries.

There were so many stories, hun-
dreds of them. I had heard of some of
them even before I started reading the
Bible: Adam, Eve, and the apple (though
Genesis does not mention an apple); the
parting of the Red Sea; the entry into
“the promised Land; mighty Samson
and treacherous Delilah; patient Job;
the baby who was laid in a manger; and
many more.

For years, I approached these won-

derful stories as if they were isolated
units of devotional material. I would
read them to find instructions for living
as a student of Jesus, to receive encour-
agement, and even to hear God’s re-
buke. I learned a lot from reading the Bi-
ble this way and grew in God’s grace.

However, reading the Bible this way
turns it into a spiritual self-help book.
Though I was reading the word of God,
the focus remained on me: What could I
learn and how could I be a better Chris-
tian? The stories of Abraham, Moses,
David, and even Jesus became fodder
for spiritual self-improvement.

There is something right and good
about that, but there is also something
missing. The Bible is not primarily
about me and my spiritual growth. It is
much more than the collected stories of
spiritual heroes and villains. It is the
story of God. He is the hero of the Bible.

If we forget that, the trees will ob-
struct our view of the forest. We may
even miss the beauty of the trees them-
selves because we are thinking only
about what they can do for us – what
soothing shade they can provide or how
we can use them for building theological

cabinets or spiritual fires.
The Bible with its hundreds of stories

is really telling the one story of the great
and good God. The account of the begin-
ning relates his stunning project to
make creatures capable of relating to
him and with whom he can live. They
are given the lofty role of governing his
creation wisely and lovingly.

The next section focuses on the hu-
mans’ insurrection and its disastrous
consequences. Then follows the Bible’s
longest section, filled with stories of
God’s intervention to rescue humans
from themselves and restore his cre-
ation. The Bible closes with a vision of a
restored creation and a humanity that is
finally capable of living with God.

Seeing the Bible’s larger picture
saves us from shrinking salvation to a
heavenly passkey. It also prevents us
from mistaking the sovereign Lord for a
personal spiritual trainer. And it gives
us a framework into which our own sto-
ries perfectly fit.

Shayne Looper is the pastor of Lock-
wood Community Church in Branch
County. Read more at shayne
looper.com.

A different way to read stories in the Bible

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com.

April 9

“Divide and Plant” plant swap: 10 a.m.-
noon, Mills River Presbyterian Church,
10 Presbyterian Church Road, Mills Riv-
er. Bring plants, pots, soil, bulbs and
flowers to share. Free. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Easter musical “Jesus’ Last Days”: 7:30
p.m., Smoky Mountain Center for the
Performing Arts, 1028 Georgia Road,
Franklin. $12, $8 students. Visit
www.smokymountainarts.com or call
866-273-4615.

April 10

Online services: Some churches are still
having online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information. 
Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays
online. Prayers, music, readings, con-
versation. For more information and
Zoom link, visit tinyurl.com/3vwm566f.
Biltmore Church: All campuses now
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at
9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch-
.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road,
Arden, and satellite locations. View
times and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-
rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
livestreamed on allsoulscathedral.org,
YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St.,
Biltmore Village, Asheville. Visit
allsoulscathedral.org.
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person
services. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat
Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at wptlradio.net or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational UCC-Asheville:
10:30 a.m. in person service Sundays, 20
Oak St., downtown Asheville. Wheel-
chair accessible. Back parking lot and
street parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.
First Congregational United Church of
Christ Holy Week: 1735 Fifth Ave. W.,
Hendersonville. Palm Sunday service at
10:30 a.m. April 10; Tennebrae service 7
p.m. April 14; sanctuary open for self
guided meditation 1-3 p.m. April 15;
sunrise service 7 a.m. April 17 at Jump
Off Rock and a service at church at
10:30 a.m. Call 828-692-8630 or visit
www.fcchendersonville.org.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church - Henderson-
ville: 9 a.m. traditional service in person
and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise ser-
vice, 11:15 a.m. Spanish service in per-
son and livestreamed, 11:15 a.m. bi-
lingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on
YouTube. 1245 6th Ave. W. www.grace-
hendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. service in person and also on Face-
book or YouTube. www.nativityarde-
n.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Ar-
den.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Ser-
vice at 11 a.m. Enter via side door from
parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m
and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216 Shel-
burne Road, Asheville. Visit tbcashe-
ville.org/about. Nursery available.
Trinity Episcopal Church: Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. Eucharist (in person
only), 10:45 a.m. Eucharist (in person
and on YouTube), 5:30 p.m Celtic ser-
vice (in person and on YouTube). 60
Church St., Asheville. Visit
www.trinityasheville.org.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship
service at 10:30 a.m. Also livestreamed
on Facebook and www.westasheville-
baptist.org. 926 Haywood Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice. 75
Lowe St., Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

April 11

Food Pantry items needed: Sugar, all
purpose flour, ground coffee, saltine
crackers, salad dressings, ketchup, may-
onnaise, laundry pods, cat and dog
food. Clothing Room: Men’s size 30 and
32 pants, silverware, drinking glasses,
pots and pans, queen and king sheets,
all size blankets. Drop off 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday-Friday at Swannanoa Valley
Christian Ministry, 101 N. Ridgeway Ave.,
Black Mountain. 

April 12

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimony
7 p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m.
Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Free child
care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.
Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Tues-
day-Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Second Tuesday Baha’i Devotionals: 7
p.m. online. Music, readings, prayers,
and conversation to explore a specific
Baha’i ideal, For more information and
Zoom link, visit tinyurl.com/2p8twwv8.

April 17

Easter sunrise service-Asheville: 6:15
a.m., Mount Olive Baptist Church, 64
Mt. Olive Church Road, Asheville. Call
828-254-8330.
Easter sunrise service-Hendersonville:
7 a.m. at Jump Off Rock, 4433 Laurel
Park Hwy., Hendersonville. Also 10:30
a.m. service at First Congregational
United Church of Christ, 1735 Fifth Ave.
W., Hendersonville. Call 828-692-8630
or visit www.fcchendersonville.org.
Chimney Rock’s 66th Annual Easter
Sunrise Service: 6:30 a.m., Chimney
Rock Park, U.S. 64/74A, Chimney Rock.
Gates open 5:15 a.m. Free but regis-
tration required. Ticketed event with
complimentary parking passes available
for those who register in advance at
www.chimneyrockpark.com.

RELIGION CALENDAR

“Give thanks to the Lord because he
is good, because his faithful love lasts
forever. Let those who honor the Lord
say it: ‘God’s faithful love lasts forever!’
The sounds of joyful songs and deliv-
erance are heard in the tents of the
righteous: The Lord’s strong hand is
victorious! The Lord’s strong hand is
ready to strike! The Lord’s strong hand
is victorious! ‘Lord, please save us!
Lord, please let us succeed!’

The one who enters in the Lord’s
name is blessed; So, lead the festival of-
fering with ropes all the way to the
horns of the altar. You are my God – I
will give thanks to you! You are my God
– I will lift you up high! Give thanks to
the Lord because he is good, because
his faithful love lasts forever.”

I can only imagine the joy and cele-
bration that surrounded the entry of Je-
sus into Jerusalem that day. No matter
what changed the hearts of the people
from joy of Jesus to accusation and de-
nial of Jesus, we can see and feel praise
and joy even if for one day. This joyous
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem
less than a week before the crucifixion is
recorded by all the gospel writers. This
event occurred the Sunday before Jesus
was arrested on Thursday night. We
know this celebration as Palm Sunday.

Bethphage and Bethany were small
villages on the outskirts of Jerusalem;
the boundaries of both towns joining at
the Mount of Olives. Having already en-
tered Bethany, Jesus sent his disciples
into Bethphage to find the donkey for his
ride into Jerusalem. He could have
walked, but by riding the donkey, Jesus
fulfilled the Old Testament prophecy
found in Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming
to you; He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the
foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9 NKJV)

What a wonderful and joyous occa-
sion as the people threw down their
robes and coats before Him, waving
palm branches as they shouted, “Ho-
sanna!” (which means, “save us, we
pray”) and sang the Passover psalm,
Psalm 118, (CEB). This psalm was sung
on that day to reflect the people’s expec-
tation of the promised Messiah. Select-
ed verses of that psalm are given above.

On many previous occasions Jesus
had not allowed the disciples or the
crowds to publicly acknowledge him as

the Messiah, but on this day, he allowed
the people to proclaim him as their King.
The people expected Jesus to set up his
kingdom that very day while overthrow-
ing the Roman rule. The sad part and the
downside of this glorious celebration is
that these same people who on Sunday
proclaimed Jesus as their Savior, denied
him later on in the week; not only denied
him but crucified him. Have we ever
been guilty of the same thing? Maybe
we have praised Jesus on Sunday when
we are surrounded by God’s Spirit and
his people, but failed to take a stand for
him out in the world during the week.

Mark 11:3 tells us that Jesus needed a
donkey to ride in the parade. Now we
know that God does not need anything
from us in the same way that we need
things from him and from each other.
Jesus, as God here on earth, did not
need the material things in order to car-
ry out God’s will and purpose. Jesus, as
God, did not need human help to get the
donkey and fulfill the prophecy. But we
must remember that God sent Jesus to
become one of us and to work with and
among us, his people, for the purpose
of redemption; restoring us to a right
relationship with him.

Therefore, God in the form of Jesus
needed human things. He needed water
from the Sumerian woman at the well,
food and rest at Mary and Martha’s
house, the mountains to go at night to
pray, the little boy’s lunch in order to feed
the 5,000, and Peter’s boat to carry him
out into the Sea of Galilee to escape the
demands of the crowds. Jesus needed a
room for the Last Supper, help carrying
his cross, and water on the cross. Jesus
needed to know that John would take
care of his mother. And Jesus needed a
tomb in which to be buried. We also
know that God uses people to carry out
his work and his will, just as Jesus did;
and in that sense, God needs our hands,
feet, talents, abilities, and our obedience
for his work. So, what can we give him
today that he needs? Maybe Jesus needs
from each of us total surrender, a pray-
erful spirit, and an understanding heart.

So now even on this glad joyous Palm
Sunday as we proclaim Jesus as our
Messiah, let’s make sure that we have
not neglected the things which he has
need of from us. Let’s give him our best,
our all, letting him cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. May we not neglect to
tell our neighbor the Good News. May
we not fail to be a faithful and obedient
servant. And may we lift our hearts in
joy to the one who is Lord of our lives!

This column is the opinion of the
Rev. Tim McConnell, retired Methodist
minister. Reach him at tim.mccon-
nell915@gmail.com. 

The joy of the Lord
Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

In her mind it was more important to
have a relationship with the Creator
than to be confused by so many tradi-
tions, to get “hung up in these religions.”
The year before his assassination in
1965, Malcolm made the Hajj, the jour-
ney to Mecca. His experience was
shaped by his Muslim faith, and by his
mother’s early lessons that taught him
people of many colors and religions can
be brothers and sisters.

While Martin was in seminary he

wrote to his mother: “I often tell the boys
around campus I have the best mother in
the world.” Alberta King’s strength and
guidance deeply influenced Martin and
her voice can be heard in his sense of
ministry: “Any religion that professes
concern for the souls of men and is not
equally concerned about the slums that
damn them, the economic conditions
that strangle them, and the social condi-
tions that cripple them is a spiritually
moribund religion only waiting for the
day to be buried.”

Berdis Baldwin was consistently en-
couraging and supportive of her son 

Views

See VIEWS, Page 4C

Continued from Page 1C
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Jimmy. In his life and writing he wanted
people to know his mother deserved
credit and “that everyone would gain
more knowledge if Berdis were asked to
share her wisdom after all she’d wit-
nessed.” At her son’s memorial in 1987,
the sanctuary at St. John the Divine in
New York City was filled with her cries.
As with each of these influential moth-
ers, the cord of connection was power-
ful.

Near the conclusion of her book on
the three mothers, Anna Tubbs writes:
“They did not write books … they cared
more about passing on their lessons.”
Now, we read the books of their sons,
and hear the heartbeat of their coura-
geous mothers.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Views
Continued from Page 2C

“It will affect our religious life, our
professional life and our family life,”
said Rabbi Abba Cohen, vice president
for government affairs for Agudath Isra-
el of America. “If congregational and
personal prayers begin after 8 in the
morning, how will people get to work at
9 a.m. or earlier?”

Cohen said Agudath Israel has issued
a statement and sent a detailed expla-
nation of these difficulties to lawmakers
in the House of Representatives, whose
leaders have not said whether they will
bring the bill up for a vote.

In Judaism, the morning prayer ser-
vice, called “Shacharit” because it starts
after dawn – shachar in Hebrew – typi-
cally lasts 30 to 40 minutes when recit-
ed communally. Reading from the Torah
and saying certain prayers, including
the kaddish, or mourner’s prayer, must
take place in a group with a quorum of
10, known as a minyan.

Unlike previous legislation on sea-
sonal time changes, leaders of the Jew-
ish community say, lawmakers didn’t
inform them that the issue was on the
Senate’s agenda, or that it would be
fast-tracked through a procedure called
unanimous consent.

Other stakeholders, from farmers to
schoolteachers, also expressed surprise
at the bill’s quick passage.

In a statement about the bill, Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., the measure’s lead
sponsor, said permanent daylight sav-
ing time would reduce car accidents,
robberies and seasonal depression and
promote physical fitness.

“Switching in and out of Daylight
Saving Time is outdated, and it’s only a
source of annoyance and confusion,”
Rubio said. “Frankly, it’s just dumb, and
there’s just no other way to say it.”

Since the bill’s passage, synagogues
have begun circulating petitions, and
some Jewish organizations have begun
lobbying lawmakers against its imple-
mentation.

In a document sent March 21, Agu-
dath Israel noted that under DST, sun-
rise in Detroit would occur after 8 a.m.
for 131 days of the year, and after 9 am on
23 days. In Cincinnati sunrise would be-

gin after 8 am 135 days of the year.
Such a late start would make it “ex-

tremely difficult” for religiously observ-
ant Jews who work outside their homes
to pray in the morning, Cohen said.

“Morning prayers happen every
morning, and it’s not something employ-
ers are familiar with. Coming to work late
every morning is a much bigger ask” in
American workplaces, Cohen said.

As it is, many employers allow ob-
servant Jews to leave early for Shabbat,
which can begin as early as 4 pm in
some states.

Needing to leave early on Fridays “is
an issue that Jews raise before they are
employed. It’s something that employ-
ers are familiar with.” The same hasn’t
been true for morning services, Cohen
noted.

Nathan Diament, executive director
for advocacy at the Orthodox Union, said
the time shift is not only a Jewish issue.
OU, Agaduth Israel and other Jewish or-
ganizations are also expressing concern
about how the bill will impact schoolchil-
dren “who will be traveling in the morn-
ing in the pitch black” and on “health im-
pacts” for society as a whole.

“We’ll be engaging with members of
Congress, and just as we do on all kinds
of issues, will work in coalition with
other groups aligned on the same per-
spective on this issue,” Diament said.

While admitting that thwarting the
bill’s passage will be an uphill battle, “I
think it’s possible the House won’t pass
it,” Cohen said. “Congress isn’t passing it
today, which gives us a chance to find
our allies and put our concerns forward.”

Prayer
Continued from Page 1C

Rabbi Haim Ovadia holds a Torah scroll up toward an electronic tablet so that the 32 people attending his Zoom meeting
can see it during a virtual morning minyan transmitted from Ovadia’s home in Potomac, Md. The Sunshine Protection Act,
which passed the Senate on March 15, will make it nearly impossible for Jews to pray communally in the morning and still
get to work or school on time during the winter months. FILE/AP

“We’ll be engaging with members of Congress, and just as

we do on all kinds of issues, will work in coalition with other

groups aligned on the same perspective on this issue.”
Nathan Diament
executive director for advocacy at the Orthodox Union

is reach out and say they need some
help.” 

Robinson said that during his time
with the kids, he has seen them become
more interested in birds and STEM top-
ics. According to Robinson, one of the
boys asked him about how to become an
ornithologist. 

“We’re going to introduce them as
many areas as we possibly can to steer
them towards those STEM jobs because
we know that’s the direction that em-
ployment is going,” said Robinson. 

When asked about his interest in or-
nithology, Demitri, 15, explained that he
wanted to build bird houses for his job. 

Demitri had assumed that bird-
houses were hard to build at first. 

“But, now that I’m building it, I kind
of want to build birdhouses for a living,”
said Demitri. 

There will be an increase in STEM
jobs in the future, according to Robin-
son, and he explained that research
shows that kids lose interest in STEM
fields as they grow older. He wants to get

the kids interested in the outdoors and
away from their screens. 

Robinson had the boys carry their
birdhouses on poles into the field. 

The first step was for the boys to
identify North. Robinson explained that
storms in Alabama will come from the
Northwest, so they need the houses ei-

ther facing East or South. Then, they
need to hammer the rebar two feet into
the ground, with two feet still above
ground. The first group hammers in the
rebar. They measure the rebar at 27
inches above ground and then proceed
to hammer more slowly until there is
precisely 24 inches above ground. 

The kids place the birdhouse at-
tached hollow pole over the rebar and
face it East. Robinson made them take
the birdhouse because he wasn’t ready
for photos.

After the birdhouse is placed, Robin-
son leads them across the field. The
grass is taller in this area, so different
kinds of birds may be attracted to this
spot. 

Earlier, Robinson had explained the
importance of picking the right spot. If
there’s an overhanging tree, a snake or a
squirrel could leap drop from the tree to
the house. 

Demitri and his teammate place their
birdhouse facing South. 

After the boys become builders or or-
nithologists or whatever else they
choose, they’ll be able to identify their
birdhouses by the names and dates
written on the bottom.

“What we want to do is ensure that
the people that come along and see
these nest boxes they know who assem-
bled the nest box,” said Robinson.

Jemma Stephenson is the children
and education reporter for the Montgo-
mery Advertiser. She can be reached at
jstephenson@gannett.com or 334-261-
1569.

Program
Continued from Page 3C

Roosevelt Robinson, with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, leads a
group of students to set up the nest boxes. JAKE CRANDALL/ADVERTISER

This is particularly effective when
the plants are things they like to eat.
Carrots are favorites. So are tomatoes
and even radishes, though these have
pretty small seeds, and you don’t want
to frustrate the kids. 

If they can’t handle the seeds, have
them fill the flats with damp soil. Show
them how to water and place labels and
provide the right light.

Of course, there are plenty of seeds
big enough for little fingers to pick up
and plant. Marigolds, cosmos, zinnias,
sunflowers, corn, peas and beans fit
this bill. They are all also easy to start in
containers as well as directly into the
garden’s soil.

Don’t forget that children like re-
sponsibility. Find a gardening chore
that fits their age and is just for them.
My first garden job was (at age 5) was
deadheading dandelion flowers into a
bucket.

When my own kids insisted on being
underfoot in the garden, I gave them
worm hunting licenses and put them to

work. Only a licensee could collect
worms. They were gardeners from that
moment on, and soon graduated to
chickweed collecting and deadheading

my own dandelions. 
Most important, however, is to have

the proper attitude as head gardener
and teacher. Learning is about making
mistakes, and with gardening that
means stepping on plants, pulling
things that aren’t weeds, and acciden-
tally spraying your father with the hose.
As a parent (or grandparent or neigh-
bor), “go with the flow,” lest you put
your child off from gardening forever.

I remember working to clean up
plants the night before a local garden
club’s tour of our long, raised flower
bed. I didn’t realize my 4-year-old was
following along behind me, “helping” by
removing all (and I mean all) of the
flowers.

I could have snapped, and trust me,
as the town’s garden columnist I was
plenty angry and upset. Instead, I took
a deep breath, went inside, and collect-
ed lots of bottles and jars. We made
beautiful floral displays and placed
them all around the naked plants. 

The story and the lesson imparted
were what visitors took home from that
tour. Because of a little attitude adjust-
ment on my part, 40 years later, my
daughter still loves to garden. And she
is pretty good at floral arranging, too.

Gardening
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Giving kids a task in the garden, like
harvesting berries, is a good way to
encourage their interest in gardening.
JEFF LOWENFELS VIA AP


