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 Throughout the ages, there have been many important advances in 
mobility.  Canes, walkers, rollators, and scooters were created to help 
people with mobility issues get around and retain their independence.  
Lately, however, there haven’t been any new improvements to these existing 
products or developments in this field.  Until now.  Recently, an innovative 
design engineer who’s developed one of the world’s most popular products 
created a completely new breakthrough . . . a personal electric vehicle.  It’s 
called the Zinger, and there is nothing out there quite like it.  

“What my wife especially loves is it gives her back feelings of 
safety and independence which has given a real boost to her 
confi dence and happiness!  Thank You!”  

–Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about the Zinger is its unique look.  It 
doesn’t look like a scooter.  Its sleek, lightweight yet durable frame is 
made with aircraft grade aluminum.  It weighs only 47.2 lbs but can handle 
a passenger that’s up to 275 lbs!  It features one-touch folding and 
unfolding – when folded it can be wheeled around like a suitcase and fits 
easily into a backseat or trunk.  Then, there are the steering levers.  They 

enable the Zinger to move forward, 
backward, turn on a dime and even 
pull right up to a table or desk.  
With its compact yet powerful 
motor it can go up to 6 miles an hour and its rechargeable battery can go up 
to 8 miles on a single charge.  With its low center of gravity and inflatable 
tires it can handle rugged terrain and is virtually tip-proof.  Think about it, 
you can take your Zinger almost anywhere, so you don’t have to let mobility 
issues rule your life.  

 Why take our word for it.  You can try the Zinger out for yourself with 
our exclusive home trial.  Call now, and find out how you can try out a 
Zinger of your very own  

Zinger Chair®

Call now and receive a utility basket 
absolutely FREE with your order. 

The Invention of the Year
Th e world’s lightest and most
portable mobility device
Once in a lifetime, a product comes along 
that truly moves people. Introducing the 
future of battery-powered personal 
transportation . . . The Zinger. 

Th e Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

10”

Available in Green, 
Black (shown) and Blue

Now available in 
a Joystick model

(Zoomer Chair)  

Joystick can be mounted on the right or left side for rider’s comfort 855-279-6983
AN-GCI0850101-02

In 2013, Google launched “Calico,” a
company headed by Arthur Levinson,
whose goal is “to solve death.” The bio-
tech company hopes to use technology
to combat aging and, in Time Maga-
zine’s words, “defeat death itself.”

Google is not the only tech company

trying to defeat death. Jeff Bezos, foun-
der of Amazon, has invested in Alto
Labs, which believes technology can
unravel the mystery of cellular rejuve-
nation and thus make death irrelevant.

Elon Musk is working on robotic
body parts that run on artificial intelli-
gence. He expects that humans may one
day be capable of reproducing them-
selves indefinitely.

In 2016, Stanford Med student Jesse
Karmazin founded Ambrosia, a compa-
ny that sold blood plasma from young
donors for $8,000 per liter to wealthy
people with the idea it would restore

health. “I’m not … saying this will pro-
vide immortality,” Karmazin admitted,
“but I think it comes pretty close.”

Barbara Ehrenreich sees this attempt
on the part of Silicon Valley to deny
death as wrongheaded. She writes: “If
you are one of the richest and smartest
people in the world, death is an insult.
Why would you let that happen to you?
You’re too special to die.” Such people,
Ehrenreich believes, are living in denial.

One would think that Christians,
with their belief in resurrection, would
have no need to deny death, but the phi-
losopher Simon Critchley says it is not

so. Noting that 85 percent of Americans
say they believe in heaven, Critchley has
written: “…the deeper truth is that such
religious belief, complete with a heav-
enly afterlife, brings believers little sol-
ace in the face of death.”

According to Critchley, “the only
priesthood in which people really be-
lieve is the medical profession and the
purpose of their sacramental drugs and
technology is to support longevity, the
sole unquestioned good of contempo-
rary Western life.” Critchley believes 

Death: The controversy over living forever 

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist

See LOOPER, Page 6C

There are teachers and there are
preachers. Those who have thoughtful
lessons to convey not only pass along
knowledge but helpful ways to handle
knowledge. In other words, teachers
may use images and illustrations, field
trips and guest speakers, many different
modes of making knowledge interesting
and practical. Those who preach, in the
classic sense, are proclaiming, attempt-
ing to convince and perhaps convert lis-
teners to beliefs or a set of doctrines to
affirm and accept on the authority of the
preacher.

Preachers have followers, teachers
have students. Teachers and preachers
present required reading to explore
knowledge from past and present think-
ers. Preachers, at least in some reli-
gions, traditionally offer one primary
book. They preach from that book with
the expectation the words that are
heard will be accepted as divinely in-
spired. Thus, the preaching is “ex-
pounding the Word of God” or “pro-
claiming the Gospel” with the intent to
foster belief in the authority of God, the
Word and the Preacher. Teachers, on the

other hand, may also utilize ancient
writings yet the intent is to ignite ener-
getic engagement with the texts, and
with everything the teacher teaches, to
develop skeptical minds that question
and search for rational answers; a good,
competent educator “teaches students
to teach themselves.” At least we would
expect that’s the goal, though it may be
unspoken or unconscious.

I’m obviously oversimplifying and I
acknowledge there are teachers who
also preach and preachers who also
teach. Yet I think it’s wise to consider
the intentions, what the speaker ex-
pects from their class, audience or con-
gregation. We still hear preachers who
say or imply “God told me to tell you
this” or “Here’s what God thinks or feels
about that.” And, we sometimes hear of
teachers who get preachy about their
own biases. When that’s admitted, it
might be alright, but sometimes stu-
dents may not be ready or able to dis-
cern if they are being asked to accept
what the teacher knows as the “whole
story.” Fundamentally, a critical ques-
tion is: How do we know? 

Here’s where I’m going with this.
During a retreat at a Buddhist center, I
began reading a collection of scripture
entitled “Thus Have I Heard.” These are
the teachings, sayings and stories of
Gautama Buddha from the original text
of the Pali canon. Passed down for thou-
sands of years, the intent is to invite us

to hear what they heard in ancient days.
From the Teacher to the student-disci-
ples, to villagers throughout Asia and
beyond, down through the centuries.
Once we’ve heard, we encourage others
to hear, and so the listening link to the
past connects to the present and on into
the future. This is the “hearsay” that
generates traditions in all cultures and
religions. “Say, Hear!” is often the de-
mand of hearsay, those who want us to
accept or believe something just be-
cause they heard it, and believed it,
themselves.

In his lecture on a Judean mountain-
side—sometimes called The Sermon on
the Mount — the Teacher of Nazareth
addressed some of the most enduring
and endemic concerns for the human
community (see Matthew 5-7). Though
it may be hard to dig under centuries of
supernaturalizing and sermonizing
these teachings, I think it is still possible
for our inter-religious and secular world
to draw up some ethical guidance and
wisdom from the well of time.

I suggest we learn this one phrase
from the Greek language: “Ego de lego
humin.” It means “But I say to you.” Je-
sus spoke Aramaic, but in the Gospels,
written in Greek, the Teacher of Naza-
reth uses this phrase a number of times
in his outdoor lecture. It usually follows
“It is written” or “You have heard it said.”
This one Greek phrase may be one of the
most important teachings in history,

certainly religious history.
It’s a powerful style of teaching — a

kind of freethinker’s mantra. “You’ve
heard that … but hear this.” A quite rad-
ical thing to say. In essence it makes an
astonishing claim: “You have heard your
(scriptures and religious preachers and
teachers) say … but ego de lego.” It is
written … but now here’s something to
think about. Notice this assumes his
hearers know the ancient texts; the
words were familiar — they had heard or
read these things before. But now, they
are hearing a new twist, a fresh inter-
pretation they may never have consid-
ered. The Hebrew scriptures offer in-
structions regarding human relation-
ships. This Teacher has a new lesson
plan, not to throw out the old, but to re-
store its relevance, bring it into the pre-
sent and make it personal, practical.

Of course, 2000 years later, we are in
need of other voices, other teachers,
who startle us with their own, “Ego de
lego humin.”

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
"Friendly Freethinker," "Broken Bridges"
and "A Freethinker’s Gospel." Learn
more at chighland.com.

A freethinker’s mantra: ‘Ego de lego humin’

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

The Zinger and Zoomer Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes 
to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2021 Journey Health and Lifestyle
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