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Book portrays a timid
pontiff driven by 

his convictions V
ATICAN CITY – The Vatican has long defended its World War II-era pope, Pius XII,

against criticism that he remained silent as the Holocaust unfolded, insisting that he

worked quietly behind the scenes to save lives. A new book, citing recently opened

Vatican archives, suggests the lives the Vatican worked hardest to save were Jews

who had converted to Catholicism or were children of Catholic-Jewish “mixed marriages.” h Doc-

uments attesting to frantic searches for baptismal certificates, lists of names of converts handed

over by the Vatican to the German ambassador and heartfelt pleas from Catholics for the pope to

find relatives of Jewish descent are contained in David Kertzer’s “The Pope at War,” published last

week in the United States.

The book follows on the heels of Kertzer’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning “The Pope and Mussolini,” about Pius’
predecessor, Pius XI. It uses the millions of recently re-
leased documents from the Vatican archives as well as
the state archives of Italy, France, Germany, the U.S.,
and Britain to craft a history of World War II through
the prism of the Pius XII papacy and its extensive dip-
lomatic network with both Axis and Allied nations.

“The amount of material in these archives about
searching for baptismal records for Jews that could
save them is really pretty stunning,” Kertzer said in a
telephone interview ahead of the release.

The 484-page book, and its nearly 100 pages of end-
notes, portrays a timid pontiff who wasn’t driven by 

Pope Pius XII, wearing the ring of St. Peter,
raises his right hand in a papal blessing at
the Vatican, in Sept. 1945. FILE/AP
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See POPE, Page 1C

Vatican’s Pius XII archives
begin to shed light on

WWII
POPE
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I first encountered Ubuntu as a font, one among the
hundreds of designs for letters. Artists create lines and
loops for letters so we can be expressive with the
words and sentences we form, when our “words be-
come flesh” – or ink. A particular font may enhance our

ability to communicate something more than a mere
word on a page; it potentially adds a flair or flourish to
what it is we want to communicate. We might also say
that a word in Ubuntu font can draw the eye to some-
thing behind the letter, beneath the word, even beyond
the original intent of the writer. 

In the world’s scriptures, font matters, that is, the
presentation makes a difference. Arabic passages
from the Qur’an are creatively drawn, artwork in
themselves. When English speakers see Hebrew or
Sanskrit, Pali or Greek, there is a curiosity to interpret
not only the words but the person behind the words,
the writer-artist who crafted the text. This may be

more interesting than the “holy words” themselves. 
Consider the meaning of the word “Ubuntu” itself.

The human person behind the word Ubuntu can show
us how it can be packed to the font with meaning.
Viewing a short video on BBC REEL, “The Philosophy
that can change how you look at life,” I was struck by
an African professor’s explanation of the concept of
“Ubuntu,” an indigenous philosophy that translates: “I
am because you are” (or, “I am because of who we all
are”). As professor James Ogude of the University of
Pretoria, South Africa, explains, it’s about “interde-

Ubuntu: A secular response to spiritual questions

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist
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In our discussion last week, I mentioned that I
would be using some thoughts and words from a ser-
mon by Bishop H. Willimon. I will continue this week
to add my reflections on the topic of worship to his.
Bishop Willimon has given permission to reuse any of
his sermon.

In the weeks to come, I would like for us to look
closely together for the answer to the question, “What
is the role of the Holy Spirit in my worship?” We know
from scripture, (Romans 8:16 CEB), that the Holy Spirit
communicates and longs to be a part of every part of
our lives, (sanctification), especially in worship. “The
same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s
children.” All worship should be spiritual and if Jesus
is present, it will be truthful.

The Gospel of John tells us about Jesus going out of
his way to find a person who was not living the way she
should. This woman was a Samaritan and we refer to
this person as the “woman at the well.” Jesus begins
the conversation with her by speaking of “living wa-
ter,” which the woman didn’t quite understand, but
was interested enough to ask for some and continue
the conversation.

Then Jesus exposes the woman’s secret life of adul-
tery by telling her that he knows how many affairs she
has had. At this point, the woman begins to think that
Jesus is more than just a thirsty man, maybe even a

prophet. So she changes the subject from herself and
her past sinful life to a theological discussion about
worship. Jews worship at one place, Samaritans in an-
other. “Where is the appropriate place to worship?
Who is right and who is wrong?” she asks.

I think back over the last 21 years and the five
churches Debbie and I have served and realize that
each was and is a sacred place of worship for me.
These church buildings where people come together to
show love for one another and to worship God in a spe-
cial way are holy ground. But they are holy ground for
only one reason - they are a common place where
God’s spirit meets the spirits of his people. God is not
impressed by the size, shape, or cost of the church
building. But he can be pleased or displeased by what
he finds when his spirit touches our spirit. It is the rela-
tionship that each person has with Jesus Christ that
makes the church and creates worship.

Jesus said, “… the time is coming, and is actually
already here because I have come, but the time will
come when true worshipers will worship in spirit and
in truth.” Jesus was telling the woman what he already
had been teaching his disciples, “My kingdom is al-
ready here. My kingdom is not off in the future, it is
now. It can be found inside every human if that person
will allow my spirit to wash away the sin and let me
become Lord of his/her life. I will give you the living
water that will change the way you worship.” How do
we worship God not only when we are in a sanctuary,
but how are we worshiping him throughout each day?
Jesus is not saying that church buildings do not mat-
ter. He is not saying that there are not sacred places
where you and I can go and meet him in a powerful
way. What he is saying is we can carry the spirit of true

worship around with us all the time.
When I walk into Hughes Auditorium on the cam-

pus of Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky, I feel a
powerful presence of God’s Spirit. When I kneel at the
altars of the churches I serve, when I am behind the
pulpit, when I hear the hymns and scripture, when I
repeat our beliefs and creeds, when I look out at the
faces of God’s people, I feel the need to worship. Both
Jesus and the disciples attended regularly the syna-
gogues, the churches of that day, to read scripture and
to teach the people. It was Jesus’s intention for his
churches to be organized around groups of people who
come together regularly for support, fellowship, and
the worship of God in community with fellow believ-
ers.

I paraphrase the words of the writer of Hebrews,
“Don’t forsake the assembling of ourselves together,
especially in these last days when we need each other
more than ever. “And Jesus, “Where two or three are
gathered together, I will come in my spirit and I will
bring my truth.”

Jesus gave us that prayer which we pray so often,
“Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” Jesus is telling the woman and us that his
kingdom can be found in the heart of each of us. His
kingdom began with his coming to earth and will be
completed one day when he comes back. When
Christ’s kingdom becomes a reality in our heart, we
will desire to worship him in his spirit and in his truth.

This column is the opinion of the Rev. Tim McCon-
nell, retired Methodist minister. Reach him at
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com. 

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Carrying the spirit of true
worship with us all the time

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance to
cterrell@citizentimes.com.

June 19

Online services: Some churches are still having on-
line worship services. Visit church websites for full in-
formation. 

Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville: Zoom
videoconference at 2:30 p.m. “Medicare for All” pres-
entation and how this is part of a campaign for social
justice. Visit http://EHSAsheville.org.

Kirkin’ of the Tartan service: 10 a.m., First Presby-
terian Church, 26 Church St., Franklin. Part of week-
end Celtic Festival. Followed by Irish fiddler Andrew
Finn Magill at 3 p.m. Free. Visit
www.tasteofscotland.org.

Camp Brookstone Summer Splash: VBS 6-8:30
p.m. June 19-23, Brookstone Church, 20 Reynolds
Mountain Blvd., Asheville. Visit
www.brookstonechurch.org/vbs or call 828-658-
9443.

Juneteenth Gospel Celebration: 1-5 p.m., Lake Ju-
naluska’s Nanci Weldon Memorial open air gym, off
Highway 19/23, near Waynesville. Music, worship,
food trucks.

Montreat Conference Center’s summer worship
series: Different speaker every Sunday through Aug. 7
at 10:30 a.m. in Anderson Auditorium. Visit
www.montreat.org.

Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays online. Pray-
ers, music, readings, conversation. For more informa-
tion and Zoom link, visit
https://tinyurl.com/3vwm566f.

Biltmore Church: All campuses open for on-site
services with safety measures in place. Online ser-
vices at 9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or
Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Arden, and satellite loca-
tions. View times and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit Facebook
page for daily meditation, teachings and weekly homi-
ly. Visit www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whitson
Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sunday services
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucharist (in person only) 11:15 a.m.
Eucharist livestreamed on www.allsoulscathedral.org
, YouTube and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Village,
Asheville. Visit www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in the Wilder-
ness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person services. Online service
at 8:45 a.m. on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship service at 11
a.m. Academy Street, downtown. Also on Facebook,
YouTube, or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or WPTL
101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m. in person
service Sundays, 20 Oak St., downtown Asheville.
Wheelchair accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in person and on
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave.,
Asheville. Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday ser-
vices and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. traditional service
in person and on Facebook, 11:15 a.m. praise service,
11:15 a.m. Spanish service in person and livestreamed,
11:15 a.m. bilingual service every second Sunday.
Watch special services and sermons on YouTube. 1245
6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.gracehendersonvil-
le.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel open 11 a.m.-1
p.m. daily: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter, Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred place
for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:10 a.m. service in
person and also on Facebook or YouTube. www.nativ-
ityarden.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church: Service at 11 a.m.
Enter via side door from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor worship at 11
a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Service also lives-
treamed on church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m and 5 p.m.
Sunday services, 216 Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nursery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church: Worship service
at 10:30 a.m. Also livestreamed on Facebook and
www.westashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Worship service at 11
a.m. Service also on Facebook. No nursery until fur-
ther notice. 75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road, Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

June 21

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Mountain
View Church, 2221 North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimony 7
p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship
9 p.m. Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Tuesday-Thurs-
day, Mills River Presbyterian Church, 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

June 24

Vacation Bible School: “To Mars and Beyond” 9
a.m.-noon June 24-27, First Baptist Church, 5 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. 

June 25

Stage play “The Great Divorce”: 4 and 8 p.m. June
25, 3 p.m. June 26, Wortham Center for the Performing
Arts, 18 Biltmore Ave., Asheville. Fantasy about heav-
en, hell and the choice between them. $49-$99. Visit
www.worthamarts.org.

Benefit concert for Ukraine: 7 p.m., Trinity Pres-
byterian, 900 Blythe St., Hendersonville. Ukrainian
Yulia Kashirets, Tom Fisch, Aaron Burdett, Mare Car-
mody & Ellen Trnka, Jeff Michels Folkadelic Jam. $25.
Visit www.HendersonvilleConcertForUkraine.event-
brite.com.

July 3

Speaker John Owens-gun reform: 11 a.m., UU Con-
gregation, 500 Montreat Road, Black Mountain. In
2005, John was shot and nearly killed while entering
the lobby of WDIV by a man with a history of mental
illness. Since that time, John has spoken about his ex-
perience and recovery.

Sept. 10

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festival: 10:45
a.m.-5:30 p.m., 1988 Jericho Church Road, Mocksville.
The Kruger Brothers, Junior Sisk Band , Carley Arro-
wood Band, Big Ron Hunter. About 2 hours from Ashe-
ville. $15 in advance, $20 at gate, free age 12 and young-
er. Visit www.cbcbluegrass.com.

RELIGION CALENDAR

pendence, we rely on each other.” It’s not political or
religious but, “a social awareness, a consciousness of
the fact we all have a responsibility to ourselves as hu-
man beings, especially the vulnerable among us … and
a responsibility to the world around us.” He uses the
example of bees that pollinate so much of our food
crops. Caring for them is intimately connected to car-
ing for ourselves. We are reminded of “co-agency” –
working together with all life to nurture Life.

Professor Ogude makes a distinction between “in-
dividuality” and “individualism.” Individuality offers a
sense of independence and freedom. Individualism is
about “me, me, me, all the time … the ego.” Living in
community reminds us we are inter-responsible as our
individuality is dependent on the community.

Not wanting to sound like an Ubuntu missionary, he
wants to direct our attention to the great value of in-
digenous knowledge around the world. He believes
that if we want to imagine a healthy society in the fu-
ture, concepts from the past, like Ubuntu, can guide
our thinking and our working. The sense of mutuality

is critical. Here he points to Archbishop Desmond Tutu
who led his country in challenging apartheid, drawing
from past values to forever change South Africa. 

One of professor Ogude’s most practical examples
is greeting another, really acknowledging their pres-
ence and value. Even ordering a meal or drink, “recog-
nition is fundamental.” Speaking a person’s name,
showing respect for their identity, their unique indi-
viduality. 

He concludes with a story a friend told him about
fishermen in the Amazon. When they catch a lot of
fish, they throw some back, honoring the fact the river
sustains them, it feeds them, “it’s a source of life.” To
summarize the concept of Ubuntu, professor Ogude,
with little hesitation, responds: “interdependence.”

Ubuntu seems a more humanistic as well as natu-
ralistic response to traditional spiritual questions. In
the African Journal of Social Work (August 2013) this
preliminary definition appears: “Ubuntu echoes the
African thought of acceptable ideas and deeds. Ubun-
tu can best be described as humanism from the Afri-
can perspective.” In Africa, Ubuntu has been applied in
theology, politics, management and computer science.
The essence of the practice is: “To affirm one’s human-
ity by recognizing the humanity of others.” 

We might think of it in these ways:

h What is the meaning or purpose of life? Ubuntu
responds: to learn how we are interdependent; mean-
ing comes through the way we treat others.

h Is there a God? Ubuntu responds: There may be.
But this doesn’t change the first response.

h When we look for guidance and values from the
past, shouldn’t we look to scriptures before anything
else? Ubuntu responds: Wherever we find the wisdom
that guides us to practice respectful compassion to-
ward others and toward the earth, it is good.

h What about rituals of prayer and worship? Ubun-
tu responds: Again, if these actions encourage a mutu-
ality and responsibility toward others, it is good.

h What happens to religious belief and faith? Ubun-
tu responds: Beliefs are fine, as long as the essential
belief is that “I am because you are.” 

With an awareness of cultural appropriation,
Ubuntu seems to be a “font of wisdom” for all cultures.

Chris Highland served as a minister and chaplain
for many years. He is a teacher, writer and humanist
celebrant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live
in Asheville. His latest books are “Friendly Freethink-
er,” “Broken Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.
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