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MARSHALL - A crowd of more than
100 people gathered on the Madison
County courthouse lawn in Marshall
July 13 to participate in an anti-abortion
rally organized by local pastors.

“The bottom line is ... we are reclaim-
ing Madison County for God almighty,”
said Brian Coates, a pastor with Arring-
ton Branch Baptist Church in Marshall. 

“The Baptist Christians of Madison
County are reclaiming this county,”
Coates said. 

Pastors Cliff Franks of Vision Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Mars Hill and
Gary Coates of Gabriel’s Creek Baptist
Church in Mars Hill were also in atten-
dance at the July 13 demonstration.

Coates said the rally marked the third
event held by Madison County’s Na-
tional Day of Prayer chapter. 

According to Coates, the July 13 event
was moved so that churches are able to
move their Wednesday evening services
to downtown Marshall

“Several had mentioned to me that it
was hard to come up here at noon on a
Thursday, because men work,” Coates
said. “These men are working men, and
they can’t come here on an afternoon on
Thursday. So, we decided to do it on
Wednesday nights so that area
churches can gather here at the court-
house.”

Some residents questioned on The
News-Record & Sentinel Facebook page
how the event was allowed to take place
on the courthouse grounds.

Coates said he worked with Clerk of
Superior Court Mark Cody to establish a
date, which Cody approved.

“I send him a date and he approves it
yes or no,” Coates said. “We’re offering
whatever we need to do make sure this
place is just as clean when we leave as
when we get here. This piece of property
represents Madison County. We’re here
to state what we believe in Madison
County.” 

Roughly halfway through the event, a
resident pulled in front of the court-
house and blared on his/her car horn for
more than two minutes, aiming to
drown out Coates’ voice. 

Around that same time, a cry of “My

body, my choice” broke out from a num-
ber of residents gathered across the
street from the North Main Street court-
house, many of whom carried signs ex-
pressing their support for abortion
rights.

Marshall resident Orion Hunter car-
ried a sign that read “Abortion is a per-
sonal decision.” 

“I feel it’s necessary because I have a
lot of friends - I’m in my late 20s, and
this is a time where losing Roe v. Wade is
a really big deal,” Hunter said. “It’s a
really scary situation surrounding all of
my female friends, and all of my nonbi-
nary and trans friends who are scared of
losing their rights in this state.

“But this is my town. I’ve lived here in
this town, on this street, for three years.
When I see that happening, it scares me,
because people that are on the edge of
making decisions against bodily auton-
omy, they start to scare my friends. I
don’t have any room in here, but I will
activate myself, and anyone else I can
around me, to support my friends’ abil-
ity to make their own decisions.” 

Anti-abortion rally: ‘Reclaiming
Madison County for God almighty’
Johnny Casey
The News-Record & Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK

"The Baptist Christians of Madison County are reclaiming this county," Arrington Branch Baptist Church pastor Brian
Coates said of the July 13 rally. JOHNNY CASEY/THE NEWS-RECORD & SENTINEL

"I will activate myself, and anyone else I can around me, to support my friends'
ability to make their own decisions," said Marshall resident Orion Hunter, at left.
PHOTOS BY JOHNNY CASEY/THE NEWS-RECORD & SENTINEL

ASHEVILLE - The woman killed July
15 in a downtown shooting has been
identified as Brittney Jakeline Gamez-
Farjat, 20, of Hendersonville, according
to an Asheville Police Department news
release.

Detectives are continuing to investi-
gate the shooting at Aston Park Tower
that occurred about 9:30 p.m. July 15.

When officers responded to the calls
of gunshots, they found two victims – a

man and a woman – at two separate lo-
cations in "close proximity," and both
were transported to Mission Hospital
with gunshot wounds considered life-
threatening. The woman, Gamez-Farjat,
died at the hospital around 11 p.m., ac-
cording to Asheville police.

Gamez-Farjat's death is the 10th
homicide so far this year in city limits.

Donald Wayne Harrison, 30, of Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina, was identified
as the man who was shot. He is current-
ly in stable condition at Mission Hospi-
tal.

The search for their shooter, Menelik

Tefari Nesanet, 20, continues. He is
wanted for first-degree murder, at-
tempted first-degree murder and as-
sault with a deadly weapon with intent
to kill or inflict serious injury.

Nesanet is described as a 5-foot-1
Black male weighing about 110 pounds.
He has black hair and brown eyes and
wears large black-rimmed glasses. He is
considered armed and dangerous, ac-
cording to a police news release.

Nesanet also has 11 felony warrants
on various charges, including firearm
violations, out of Virginia. He is not na-
tive to Asheville, the release said. 

APD detectives are asking anyone
who may have any information about
his whereabouts or more about this case
to send an anonymous tip by texting
TIP2APD to 847411 or using the TIP2APD
smartphone application (search "Ashe-
ville PD" in the app store). 

Anyone can also call APD at 828-252-
1110.

Karen Chávez is Content Coach/In-
vestigations Editor for the Asheville Cit-
izen Times, part of the USA TODAY Net-
work. Tips? Call 828-712-6316, email,
KChavez@CitizenTimes.com or follow
on Twitter @KarenChavezACT.

Asheville police identify victims in July 15 shooting downtown
Karen Chávez
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK


