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could use.

‘You’re going to be just fine’

Cousin, who turns 59 in late July,
grew up in Cypress, Texas, west of
Houston, on a little farm with two broth-
ers, eight horses, 200 chickens, two pigs
and a goat.

He was Scott then; he took on Scotie
(pronounced like Scottie) later, part of a
new identity that felt more like himself.

As Scott, he played football, running
back and linebacker (“I was a very mean
linebacker”) at Cypress schools. He
played percussion in the school band,
and his parents encouraged his musical
talents, which grew to include saxo-
phone and bass and guitar.

But he was lonely, without friends,
keenly aware that he was different from
others in Cypress, which was real coun-
try back then: cowboy hats, rodeos,
country music.

“I didn’t know what I was,” he said,
“but I knew I wasn’t that.” 

He got some clues as to his identity,
though, one hot summer day in 1974
when he was walking by himself down
Cypress Creek past its tall banks of wet
red clay.

An idea began forming, and he went
to work on the clay, molding it into ab-
stract shapes, like tubes or dreadlocks,
interconnecting them until the whole
thing stretched out for 20 feet. He
stayed there for hours, turning red in the
heat. At sunset he just sat back in satis-
faction and admired it.

He’s not sure what motivated him, he
said. “It just organically hit me, almost
like from another world.”

Looking back, he figures that was his
first art installation. He never told any-
one about it, never showed it to anyone.
But he knew this was his path forward.

Cousin went to McNeese State Uni-
versity in Louisiana on a drum scholar-
ship, playing in the marching band and

coming into his own as an artist. He got
his first paid gig illustrating the school
yearbook. Later he lived in Atlanta with
his own mosaic tile business, doing art
in the day and playing at clubs in a band
named Groove Snafu.

That’s where he met his wife-to-be
Laura, who, after some ups and downs,
invited him to Chicago, where she had
moved. He and Laura married 17 years
ago. But life was often hard.

From the time Cousin was 18, his

body was being wracked by an autoim-
mune disease that attacked his carti-
lage, his skin, his teeth. He’s gone
through more than 30 operations, he
said, and became dependent on the
opioids doctors prescribed.

The medicines were killing him, he
knew, but nothing seemed to work until
the couple moved to Jacksonville in 2013
so he could go through a chronic pain
program at Mayo Clinic. It worked, he
said, and he was able to get off drugs.

Withdrawal from opiates was brutal,
but he’s helped by stretching, exercise,
meditation and mental changes in how
he thinks of his pain.

This lifelong ordeal is terrible. But he
figures he wouldn’t be the same person
if he hadn’t gone through it. It’s given
him a sense of how precious is each day.

His philosophy is simple: “Every day
is an endless possibility, I hit my feet
and say, ‘Thank you, Lord.’ ”
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Cousin shows off in front of his Atlantic Beach home with his custom engineered and decorated bike and some of his
artistic creations. BOB SELF/THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION VIA AP

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Aug. 7

Online services: Some churches are
still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 

Lake Junaluska Summer Worship
Series: Different speaker 9 a.m. every
Sunday through Aug. 14, under white
tent between Stuart Auditorium and
Harrell Center, Lakeshore Drive (Hay-
wood County). Visit www.lakejunalus-
ka.com/summerworship.

Montreat Conference Center’s
summer worship series: Different
speaker every Sunday through Aug. 7 at
10:30 a.m. in Anderson Auditorium. Vis-
it www.montreat.org.

Baha’i devotionals: 10 a.m. Sundays.
Outdoor devotional, with a different lo-
cation each week. Prayers, music, read-
ings, conversation. Email krismed-
ic@sbcglobal for location.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at
9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch-
.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations. View times
and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit

www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-per-
son services. Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20 Oak
St., downtown Asheville. Wheelchair
accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-

ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.grace-
hendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. service in person and also on Face-
book or YouTube. www.nativityarde-
n.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Ar-
den.

Mills River Presbyterian Church:
Service at 11 a.m. Enter via side door
from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101
or www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
Worship service at 10:30 a.m. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Service also on
Facebook. No nursery until further no-

tice. 75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road,
Canton. www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Aug. 9

Church Chat - “Owls of the Caroli-
nas”: 7 p.m., Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Led by Pam Torlina, South-
east Stewardship Manager for Conserv-
ing Carolina. Free. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship
and testimony 7 p.m. Small group dis-
cussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m.
Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-
669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every
Tuesday-Thursday, Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles.
Visit www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Sept. 10

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Fes-
tival: 10:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 1988 Jericho
Church Road, Mocksville. The Kruger
Brothers, Junior Sisk Band , Carley Ar-
rowood Band, Big Ron Hunter. About 2
hours from Asheville. $15 in advance,
$20 at gate, free age 12 and younger. Vis-
it www.cbcbluegrass.com.

RELIGION CALENDAR

www.citizentimes.com | SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2022 | 3C

During summer hot spells, my moth-
er used to say it’s “hotter than the hubs
of Hades.” Heat can be hellish. So can
our beliefs.

When you imagine “the Face of Evil” I
would guess it has a human face. Does a
world leader appear? Does your mind
conjure up a picture of something in a
film or book, or a frightening creature
described in a sermon or a painting on a
Sunday School wall? 

“Evil” is (lazy) shorthand for the
worst actions of people. When I was a
chaplain, entering seven separate units

of a county jail every week for 10 years, I
met with men and women who were
called “evil” or “monsters” out in the
public or in newspapers. I saw them as
deeply flawed human beings, not evil or
monstrous. 

As for the monstrosity some tradi-
tions call “Satan,” I think we’re merely
putting a face and a name on something
or someone we fear or fail to under-
stand. A natural phobia of the unknown
morphs into a belief in something be-
yond the human, something super-nat-
ural. People think they know what the
Bible teaches about this character, but I
wonder. “In Hebrew, the term Satan is
usually translated as ‘opponent’ or ‘ad-
versary,’ often understood to represent
the sinful impulse or, more generally,
the forces that prevent human beings
from submitting to divine will”
(www.myjewishlearning.com). This

personification (anthropomorphic evil)
is opposed to God’s way, yet needs di-
vine permission to do anything to any-
one. Strange as that is, religions often
provide a tempting alternative to faith-
fulness, otherwise there would be noth-
ing to compare to – or challenge – the
good and righteous path. 

Christian tradition has run wild with
the concept, creating a kind of sinister
anti-superhero called the devil (diabo-
los in Greek). The legendary tale of “Lu-
cifer” who “fell from heaven” is one odd
story squeezed from an ancient text
(Isaiah) that has nothing to do with our
modern superstitions of Satan. For
those of us raised in Sunday School we
remember the terrible tale of Job (not
the best bedtime story). God allows a
shadowy fellow named “the satan” to do
all kinds of awful things to test the faith
of an innocent man – really quite cruel

and unfair. But who was this persecutor
sent by God? A meanspirited prosecutor
who accused Job and then was given
permission from the Judge to do any-
thing but kill him. This raises a whole
courtroom full of ethical and theological
questions. What kind of judge – or god –
would allow such a tortuous test?

“The Jewish mystical tradition has
much to say about Satan … and the de-
monic realm [but] on the whole, Satan
occupies a far more prominent place in
Christian theology than in traditional
rabbinic sources” (www.myjewish-
learning.com). Satan tempting Jesus in
the desert, falling out of heaven in de-
feat (Luke 10; John 12) and prowling
around like a roaring lion (First Peter 5)
– these are images burned into the
minds of orthodox and folk traditions 

The devil’s in the details: Do we still need Satan?

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 4C
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Theologian Karl Barth said that the
minister is to preach with the bible in
one hand and the newspaper in the oth-
er. 

Many clergy and people of faith move
through their days with such wisdom,
seeking the presence of the sacred that
has made itself known in history within
the events of the day. It is a faithful way
of being in the world, recognizing that
the God of the cosmos is more than a
clockmaker who creates and then
stands back to watch, but engaged in
our time. It is also a faithful expression
of humility that affirms that the God of
the cosmos is concerned with the whole
world – with more than any single indi-
vidual. And, it can be overwhelming
when the weight of the world held in one
hand is so great.

It was not too long ago when I was
concerning myself with the scripture of
the week and the news of the day, when
it was all a bit despairing. My mind and

heart were stuck within the lamenta-
tions of scripture in one hand and the
news in the other hand – this held an
unfortunate harmony. In the midst of
this lament, our child entered the room
and ran directly into me, causing me to
drop any and everything to share in the
joy and happiness she embodied. Her
big news? She learned about bugs at
camp.

It was a wonderful revelation and one
that also included some dissonance
within me. Here I was with a spirit of
mourning after wrestling with the scrip-
ture and the news only to be rushed by
jubilation over insects. Perhaps some-
thing similar has happened to you.

There is a story within the gospels
where Jesus and the disciples are mov-
ing in ministry: teaching, feeding, and
healing the crowds on the outskirts of
town. The crowds have revealed the
depth of the suffering within the world
and the power of grace to meet, provide,
and heal it all. 

Reading the story, it is clear that there
is no shortage of need and no time to
waste; they are moving with purpose.
Suddenly, children enter the scene and
want to see what all of this is about. Per-
haps the parents wanted a blessing for

their children; perhaps the kids heard
about the food they were handing out;
perhaps they were just engaged in a
game and wandered into the inner cir-
cle, but there was a meeting. The disci-
ples perceive this as a nuisance and dis-
traction from the work, and their re-
sponse is to push them away, shaming
the parents as they do. But Jesus stops
them, and tells the disciples, “Let the lit-
tle children come to me; do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child will never enter it.”

The disciples understood the sacred
purpose as doing the work that would
remove all suffering – and that every-
thing else was inconsequential. Jesus
understood something more, that while
the world is filled with deep suffering,
that while healing and reconciliation are
worthy priorities and purposes of holy
work, the heart must always welcome
joy when it arrives – especially when it
interrupts.

Although it may be a challenge to the
heart, welcoming joy in this and any
time is far from a selfish act, an active
denial of suffering, or a distraction from
good work; it is an experience of the

blessing God desires for all people. It is
something that we are all worthy of re-
ceiving and something that all hearts
who confront and engage suffering
must permit themselves to enjoy. It is
even better if those faithful hearts can
allow that joy to enter and be known
within their good work. The hearts that
welcome joy into their days – as inter-
ruptions to work or to infuse within
their purpose – enter into something
holy and good.

Fortunately, joy is not dependent on
what is printed on the page. May you
move through the world with one hand
on the scriptures of your tradition, one
hand on the newspaper of the day, and
may you always be prepared to open
your hand to the joy that moves about
this world but may not always make the
news. It can open your heart to some-
thing beautiful.

Rev. Chris McCreight is ordained in
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and currently serves as minister
of the Hiram Christian Church and
chaplain of Hiram College. He is on
Twitter @revmccreight.

Finding joy in these times we’re living in 
Chris McCreight
Guest Columnist

USA TODAY NETWORK

totally rejected the pure and holy life
represented by the spiritual water. Not
only does God accuse them of forsaking
him, but also of making new cisterns
which would not hold water! There
were things in the lives of the people
which took the place of God.

I believe all people have a need, a de-
sire to worship something or some-
body. I also believe God has placed
within each of us the desire to worship
him. Many people ignore that desire
and worship instead other things and
other people instead of God. Jeremiah
said that the people built broken cis-
terns, idols to replace the God that they
had rejected. These cisterns, these
idols, cannot satisfy the longing and
desire in each person to worship the
true God who has created them. The
broken cisterns cannot hold the living
spiritual water that will sustain and
nourish the Christian life.

Psalm 115:4-8 speaks of the serious-
ness of creating idols and building bro-
ken cisterns in our lives, which take the

place of our God who has been forsak-
en.

“Their idols are silver and gold, the
work of men’s hands. They have
mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes
they have, but they do not see. They
have ears, but they do not hear; Noses
they have, but they do not smell; They
have hands, but they do not handle;
Feet they have, but they do not walk;
Nor do they mutter through their
throat. Those who make them are like
them; So is everyone who trusts in
them.”

Just as I can make sure that our dogs
have the clean water each day to sus-
tain them, we can trust God to remove
the things that cause us to have “cis-
terns” that leak. He can then fill our
lives with the life-giving spiritual water
that will give us encouragement, hope
and strength for each day.

So let’s examine our spiritual lives
and begin repairing, replacing and
stopping the leaks wherever and what-
ever they may be!

This column is the opinion of the
Rev. Tim McConnell, retired Methodist
minister. Reach him at tim.mccon-
nell915@gmail.com. 

McConnell
Continued from Page 1C

A systems change

“Fathers are often missed or dis-
missed,” explained Calvin Williams, the
collaborative’s fatherhood coordinator.
“It’s a really serious issue. Fathers are
needed for children and youth to thrive.”

“We want to infect the community
with fathers and fatherhood so they are
considered more often,” Williams said.
“It’s a systems change.”

The group started in 2012 and had an
annual dinner, but that ended in 2016. It
was resurrected in 2018 with Williams’
appointment as its coordinator. He
started recruiting members in 2019.

Now, the collaborative has about 150
members from more than 20 diverse
agencies, programs and institutions,
and Williams is determined to keep the
mission going.

“It’s not an easy thing to sustain,” he
said. “We cast the net as wide as pos-
sible.”

Fathers, he said, matter in the
healthy development of children and
families. The organization points to
studies about men as caregivers to
prove its point.

‘This is what I was born to do’

Williams has been leading fathers in
Cincinnati for years. He has a personal
interest that anchors his commitment
to the Fatherhood Collaborative.

“It’s clear to me that all of my life has
really been set up to do this work,” he
said. “It’s my assignment. This is what I
was born to do.”

Williams is a U.S. Marine, having
served from 1976 to 1984. A decade later
he voluntarily started a fathers program
at Genesis Men’s program, at Winton
Terrace. The idea was to work with fa-
thers at risk to help them grow, get and
maintain jobs and learn how to better
care for their children.

Right around the start of the pro-
gram, Williams became a father to his
only child, Aaron, now a 28-year-old en-
trepreneur living in Columbus.

“It was an incredible experience
learning to be a dad while I was learning
to be a fatherhood practitioner,” he said.
After he left the program in 1998, Wil-
liams continued to work with and on be-
half of fathers in several organizations.

Leading by the hand

With the Fatherhood Collaborative,
Williams is a conductor. But, some-
times, he steps out of that role and into
the lives of men.

He does it because when a confused,
hurting father sees his name and the as-
sociated Fatherhood Collaborative title
online, Williams cannot simply point to
another service provider without hold-
ing that dad’s hand.

Recently, a distraught father of two
children, 3 and 5, found Williams and

told him he was facing eviction. Wil-
liams listened to the man’s backstory
and realized that the COVID-19 pan-
demic had hurt the father’s ability to
provide for his children. He helped the
man get emergency assistance. “We got
him approved for two months of back
rent, three months’ forward rent, all bills
paid.” The help came from an emergen-
cy rental assistance program created
with COVID-19 relief funding.

From Daddies Do 
Hair, Too, to a job fair

On June 7 more than 20 representa-
tives of everything as narrow as an or-
ganization that focuses on helping teen
parents parent to health educators from
the Cincinnati Health Department met
online to talk about what they’re doing
for dads. Their plans varied broadly,
from a Daddies Do Hair, Too, event to a
job fair.

Mercy Health Perinatal Outreach and

Unspoken Words Alliance combined to
bring the hair project to fathers. They
provided professional stylists to fathers
and their daughters to help them learn
best practices in styling and hair care
and product pointers. 

“This is going to be a big boost to dads
and daughters,” Williams said. Co-par-
enting dads may be losing time with
their daughters if they’re unable to care
for their children’s hair, he noted. And
particularly for Black children, he said,
the program would bring pride and self-
esteem.

“Hair is a really important part of
their cultural identity.”

On another front, a women-run or-
ganization, Black Women Cultivating
Change of Cincinnati invited fathers to
an event that focused on their mental
health and wellness. The organization
produced a documentary with four local
fathers discussing fatherhood. “Pres-
ence, Not Presents” premiered on June
18 at the Greater Cincinnati Foundation
and was well-attended. 

‘The dads are there. 
They just need help.’

“There are some amazing fathers out
there who are doing everything they can
to keep their families intact,” said
Courthney Calvin, a Cincinnati Health
Department public educator and mem-
ber of the Fatherhood Collaborative.

“Everyone’s asking, where are the
dads? The dads are there. They just
need help.”

Williams said sometimes dads don’t
realize they need that help – and that’s
where the Fatherhood Collaborative
jumps in.

Fathers: Art & Healing surprised
some dads.

One, identified only as Mike, told the
group of dads that the art creation and
corresponding counseling was “a breath
of fresh air.

“No one really asks me how I’m do-
ing, or tried to bring something out in
me, I didn’t know I needed that,” he said.

“But I did.”

Fathers 
Continued from Page 2C

Amber Kirk, 3, shows off her fresh hairdo, styled by her father, Jamel Kirk,
during Daddies Do Hair, Too. STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH/THE ENQUIRER

that felt the need to have a mytholog-
ical nemesis. “Some of these Christian
ideas are echoed in Jewish tradition,
but some also point to fundamental dif-
ferences – most notably perhaps the
idea that, in the Hebrew Bible at least,
Satan is ultimately subordinate to God,
carrying out his purpose on earth. Or
that he isn’t real at all, but is merely a
metaphor for sinful impulses”
(www.myjewishlearning.com). 

The plea in the Lord’s Prayer, “Lead
us not into temptation,” relates to this
ancient idea that the gods need an op-
ponent, so a satan figure is created to
tempt and test humans so they will
cling to a God who will “deliver us from
evil.” Early Christians believed they
were in the center of a cosmic war, per-
secuted by malevolent forces.

Most of our scary images and feel-
ings about Satan and the Devil come
not from the Bible but from our most
fantastical imaginations. As children
we learn to fear the “Dark Lord” Vader

in Star Wars, Lord Voldemort in Harry
Potter, Sauron in Lord of the Rings – all
sorts of nasty evildoers and shadowy
creatures. The forces of Good always
win the day and we’re relieved – at least
until the next fantasy film.

A contemporary example of the cre-
ative use of the adversarial nature of
the Satan image is the work of The Sa-
tanic Temple, whose seven “Funda-
mental Tenets” emphasize compas-
sion, justice, respect for personal free-
doms, science and wisdom, because
they believe “Satan is a symbol of the
Eternal Rebel in opposition to arbitrary
authority.”

We may claim “the devil made me do
it” or enjoy “playing devil’s advocate”
with a “devil-may-care” attitude, but
opposing views can keep us honest.
And even roaring lions are not evil.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol
Hovis, live in Asheville. His latest books
are “Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken
Bridges” and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.”
Learn more at chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 3C


