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Cardinal Michael Czerny marked the 80th anniversary of the gas chamber killing of the Jewish-born
Catholic convert Edith Stein on Aug. 9 by celebrating a Mass at the former Auschwitz death camp and
telling the story of his own family’s Jewish origins and their fate with the Nazis. ANDREW MEDICHINI/AP

Michael, who was born in 1946, and his brother, the
cardinal said.

Czerny, who has made humanitarian visits to min-
ister to refugees fleeing Ukraine on behalf of Francis,
said he was honored to celebrate Stein in the year of

Stein was a German Jew born in 1891 in Breslau, now
the Polish city of Wroclaw, who converted to Catho-
licism in 1922 and became a nun. She joined the Car-
melite order in Cologne, Germany, but was transferred
to the Netherlands after the intensification of Nazi at-
tacks in 1938. She was arrested in 1942 after Hitler or-
dered the arrest of Jewish converts and was sent to
Auschwitz, where she was killed Aug. 9, 1942. St. John
Paul II canonized Stein as a martyr in 1998 and made
her a patron saint of Europe the following year.

Czerny, 76, noted that he and Stein shared their
“Jewish origins, the Catholic faith, a vocation to reli-
gious life,” as well as the fact that Stein and Czerny’s
maternal grandmother, Anna Hayek, were about the
same age and “came to a similar end.”

“My mother’s family – both parents and two broth-
ers – were also Catholic but shared the Jewish origins
that the enemy abhorred,” Czerny recalled in the text of
his homily, which his office provided. “My maternal
grandmother Anna, my grandfather Hans and my un-
cles Georg and Carl Robert, were all interned in Tere-
zín, where Hans died,” Czerny said, referring to the
Theresienstadt concentration camp in the former
Czechoslovakia.

“My grandmother and uncles were transported to
Auschwitz. From here my uncles were sent to labor
camps and eventually murdered there,” he said. 

His grandmother died of typhus in 1945, but the
family has no trace of where she was buried. 

Czerny’s mother, a baptized Catholic, was forced to
work as a farm laborer during the war because of her
Jewish ancestry and was jailed in Theresienstadt and
Leipzig for 20 months; his father was forced to work as
a farm laborer because he refused to divorce her. In
1948, they moved to Canada as refugees with young

Russia’s war that he said “urges us to remember.” 
“Remembering both Edith and Anna with the six

million others, we mourn and repent, ‘Lest we forget
…,’” he said. “Through their intercession, we pray for
peace in Ukraine and throughout the world.”

Stein
Continued from Page 1C

Writer Kurt Vonnegut was a human-
ist freethinker. He also had a deep re-
spect for Jesus and his teachings, in
particular, the Sermon on the Mount.
And for that reason, Vonnegut didn’t
have much patience with those who
claim to follow Jesus while ignoring his
basic teachings. He wrote: “For some
reason, the most vocal Christians
among us never mention the Beati-
tudes. But, often with tears in their eyes,
they demand that the Ten Command-
ments be posted in public buildings … I
haven’t heard one of them demand that
the Sermon on the Mount, the Beati-
tudes, be posted anywhere.” What he’s
identifying relates to the age-old ten-
sion between the historical Jesus and
the Christ of the Church. (Quotes in this
column are drawn from “Vonnegut, Jef-
ferson and Jesus,” by Wayne Laufert in
“The Humanist,” summer 2022).

Life often presents conflicting im-
ages. If we’re paying attention, there are
potential lessons hidden right in the
open, if our eyes are open.

In chaplain days, I often climbed a
hillside to visit the tent-homes of the

“urban refugees” in my congregation.
Some had impressive views of down-
town, the tallest mountain in the county
and sometimes San Francisco Bay. Ex-
treme poverty within view of extreme
wealth. A jarring contradiction. Multi-
million dollar homes surrounded this
“open space” where it was illegal to set
up a hand-me-down tent. 

Just out of seminary, I attended a
small church in a predominantly Black
community separated by a busy free-
way from one of the wealthiest cities in
the country. Mostly white on one side,
mostly Black on the other. In between: a
freeway – a concrete conundrum – a
steady drumming stream of Jaguars and
jalopies, BMWs and beat up Beetles.

Speaking of variations in vehicles, I
once drove a vanload of “streetpeople”
from our relatively comfortable suburbs
to the City of San Francisco. While we
walked along the marina, one of our
group, a Native American man, laid
down on the grass to take a nap (where
he lives, sleeping in a park is illegal).
When taking a photograph of him
snoozing, I noticed a stretch Hummer
driving by. That photo captured a pow-
erful point of disparity. 

My daughter’s grade school was
across the street from our small apart-
ment situated in a mostly immigrant
and low-income neighborhood. In the
evenings we often walked by a business
park where we could peek in windows to

see the latest creations of George Lu-
cas’s Industrial Light and Magic. While
they were constructing special effects
for worldwide blockbuster films, those
who lived nearby struggled to pay rent.

I brought a woman who lived under
the freeway to speak in front of a Rotary
Club luncheon. I’m guessing the busi-
nesspersons weren’t expecting to expe-
rience such a powerful message of resil-
ience standing before them that day.
They returned to their jobs, homes and
families. I dropped her off back at her
camp beneath the highway. Was anyone
the same? 

These stories reflect living conun-
drums (I certainly hear them drumming
in my head). I was grateful to witness
the principles of the Sermon on the
Mount embodied in congregations,
housed and unhoused. That was the
greatest joy. Shared principles of peace,
mercy and kindness practiced by wom-
en and men with nothing, right along-
side women and men with everything.
And what they gave each other was truly
priceless. 

Vonnegut’s grandfather left Kurt a
pointed question: “If what Jesus said
was good, what can it matter whether he
was God or not?” This common sense
thinking is refreshing and can poten-
tially restore one’s faith in humanity, if
not religion.

Living through conflicts is much bet-
ter alongside others. Living with the co-

nundrums can be almost musical. Liv-
ing into the contradictions without de-
nying or ignoring them, makes everyone
a little stronger. Whatever our personal
stories, our life narratives, we each have
a word, a line, a sentence, a paragraph, a
page, a chapter to publish. And if no one
else will publish our story, we live it,
breathe it, and trust someone some-
where will see or hear and find encour-
agement and basic goodness.

Kurt Vonnegut wrote of his own hu-
manistic faith: “Jesus is particularly
stimulating to me, since he noticed
what I can’t help noticing, that life is so
hard most people are losers or feel like
losers.” For him, the man of Nazareth,
whether he was divine or not, taught us
we have dignity even in defeat. I find
that honesty so much healthier, more
human and humble than what we often
hear from the fearfully faithful. A down
to earth perspective helps us balance
our views and vision. We can learn to
see what most never see. We can face
the contradictions and ironies of life
with more courage, because we’re liter-
ally written into The Story together. 

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Vonnegut: The conflicts and conundrums of faith
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Submit your event at least two weeks in
advance to cterrell@citizentimes.com.

Aug. 21 

Online services: Some churches are still
having online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information. 
Fields of Grace trio: 11 a.m., Happy
Valley Baptist Church, 28 Happy Valley
Road, Asheville and 6 p.m. Sunrise Bap-
tist Church, 419 Deaverview Road,
Asheville.
Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville:
2:30-4 p.m. via Zoom. 25 minute film
“Death Penalty – Racist Roots” by Noel
Nickle followed by conversation. Visit
www.ethicalhumanistsociety.org.
Biltmore Church: All campuses open for
on-site services with safety measures in
place. Online services at 9:15 and 11
a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or
Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Arden, and
satellite locations. View times and loca-
tions at www.biltmorechurch.com.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-
rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore
Village, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person
services. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat

Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m. in
person service Sundays, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair acces-
sible. Back parking lot and street park-
ing available. Visit www.uccasheville.org
.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tradi-
tional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15
a.m. Spanish service in person and liv-
estreamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service
every second Sunday. Watch special
services and sermons on YouTube. 1245
6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.gra-
cehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. service in person and also on Face-
book or YouTube. www.nativityarde-
n.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Ar-
den.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Ser-
vice at 11 a.m. Enter via side door from
parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or

www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m
and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216 Shel-
burne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road, Can-
ton. www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Aug. 23

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimo-
ny 7 p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m.
Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Free child
care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.
Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Tues-
day-Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Aug. 25

Faith in Arts: A Conversation with Van-
dorn Hinnant: Conversations and in-

terviews with a diverse group of artists,
curators, faith leaders and scholars
explore the role of spiritual practice and
religious life in the arts. Streaming to
Vimeo and Facebook 1-2 p.m. Visit
www.blackmountaincollege.org.

Aug. 26

Hand in Hand is collecting school sup-
plies for schools in Swannanoa and
Black Mountain. Bring supplies to Tab-
ernacle Methodist Church, 385 Taber-
nacle Road, Black Mountain. Supplies
due Aug. 26. 

Sept. 10

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festi-
val: 10:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 1988 Jericho
Church Road, Mocksville. The Kruger
Brothers, Junior Sisk Band , Carley Arro-
wood Band, Big Ron Hunter. About 2
hours from Asheville. $15 in advance,
$20 at gate, free age 12 and younger.
Visit www.cbcbluegrass.com.
Blessing of the Pets service: 10-10:30
a.m., Mills River Presbyterian Church,
School House Road, Mills River. For all
pets. Held outdoors. Brightly-painted
rocks available for people to write
names of past pets. Then the rocks may
be placed under a Rainbow Bridge.

Sept. 17

Newbridge Community Block Party: 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Inflatables,
outdoor games, music, food, ice cream,
prizes, access to representatives from
various organizations in our area. Free.
Call 828-254-7262.
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