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October 2019 

[Bold highlights added for emphasis] 

“From the Founding Era onward, there was strong consensus about the centrality 
of religious liberty in the United States. The imperative of protecting religious 
freedom was not just a nod in the direction of piety. It reflects the Framers' belief 
that religion was indispensable to sustaining our free system of government.” 

“By and large, the Founding generation's view of human nature was drawn from 
the classical Christian tradition. These practical statesmen understood that 
individuals, while having the potential for great good, also had the capacity for 
great evil.” 

“How does religion promote the moral discipline and virtue needed to support 
free government? 

First, it gives us the right rules to live by. The Founding generation were 
Christians. They believed that the Judeo-Christian moral system corresponds to 
the true nature of man. Those moral precepts start with the two great 
commandments – to Love God with your whole heart, soul, and mind; and to Love 
Thy Neighbor as Thyself. But they also include the guidance of natural law – a 
real, transcendent moral order which flows from God’s eternal law – the divine 
wisdom by which the whole of creation is ordered.” 

“Modern secularists dismiss this idea of morality as other-worldly superstition 
imposed by a kill-joy clergy. In fact, Judeo-Christian moral standards are the 
ultimate utilitarian rules for human conduct. They reflect the rules that are best for 
man, not in the by and by, but in the here and now. They are like God’s instruction 
manual for the best running of man and human society.” 

“Religion helps promote moral discipline within society. Because man is fallen, 
we don’t automatically conform ourselves to moral rules even when we know 
they are good for us. 
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But religion helps teach, train, and habituate people to want what is good. It does 
not do this primarily by formal laws – that is, through coercion. It does this through 
moral education and by informing society’s informal rules – its customs and 
traditions which reflect the wisdom and experience of the ages. In other words, 
religion helps frame moral culture within society that instills and reinforces 
moral discipline.” 

I think we all recognize that over the past 50 years religion has been under 
increasing attack. On the one hand, we have seen the steady erosion of our 
traditional Judeo-Christian moral system and a comprehensive effort to drive it 
from the public square.  On the other hand, we see the growing ascendancy of 
secularism and the doctrine of moral relativism.” 

“I will not dwell on all the bitter results of the new secular age. Suffice it to say 
that the campaign to destroy the traditional moral order has brought with it 
immense suffering, wreckage, and misery. And yet, the forces of secularism, 
ignoring these tragic results, press on with even greater militancy. Among these 
militant secularists are many so-called “progressives.” But where is the 
progress?” 

“We are told we are living in a post-Christian era. But what has replaced the 
Judeo-Christian moral system? What is it that can fill the spiritual void in the 
hearts of the individual person? And what is a system of values that can sustain 
human social life? The fact is that no secular creed has emerged capable of 
performing the role of religion.” 

“First is the force, fervor, and comprehensiveness of the assault on religion we are 
experiencing today. This is not decay; it is organized destruction. Secularists, and 
their allies among the “progressives,” have marshaled all the force of mass 
communications, popular culture, the entertainment industry, and academia in an 
unremitting assault on religion and traditional values. These instruments are 
used not only to affirmatively promote secular orthodoxy, but also drown out and 
silence opposing voices, and to attack viciously and hold up to ridicule any 
dissenters.” 
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“One of the ironies, as some have observed, is that the secular project has itself 
become a religion, pursued with religious fervor. It is taking on all the trappings of 
a religion, including inquisitions and excommunication.” 

“… Militant secularists today do not have a live and let live spirit - they are not 
content to leave religious people alone to practice their faith. Instead, they seem 
to take a delight in compelling people to violate their conscience.” 

“Ground zero for these attacks on religion are the schools. To me, this is the 
most serious challenge to religious liberty. For anyone who has a religious faith, 
by far the most important part of exercising that faith is the teaching of that 
religion to our children. The passing on of the faith.” For the government to 
interfere in that process is a monstrous invasion of religious liberty. Yet here is 
where the battle is being joined, and I see the secularists are attacking on three 
fronts (curricula, school choice, “secular orthodoxy”—same sex equality). 

“We cannot have a moral renaissance unless we succeed in passing to the next 
generation our faith and values in full vigor.  The times are hostile to this. Public 
agencies, including public schools, are becoming secularized and increasingly are 
actively promoting moral relativism. 

“If ever there was a need for a resurgence of Catholic education – and more 
generally religiously-affiliated schools – it is today.” 

“Finally, as lawyers, we should be particularly active in the struggle that is being 
waged against religion on the legal plane. We must be vigilant to resist efforts by 
the forces of secularization to drive religious viewpoints from the public 
square and to impinge upon the free exercise of our faith.” 

‘I can assure you that, as long as I am Attorney General, the Department of Justice 
will be at the forefront of this effort, ready to fight for the most cherished of our 
liberties: the freedom to live according to our faith.’ 
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