
Asheville Citizen-Times - 09/03/2022 Page : C03

September 3, 2022 9:00 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

www.citizentimes.com | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 | 3C

first to save time, and then headed for a check-out line.
There were only three cashiers working, and the lines
were long. I had already stood in the shortest of the
lines for about ten minutes when an employee stopped
and said, “Don’t shoot the messenger, but we need to
close this line. You’ll need to move to another line.”

So, I went to the rear of the next shortest line and
waited again. And waited. I finally got to the cashier
who took my money. She called for a clerk to make the
exchange but cautioned that it might take a few min-
utes. “A few minutes” was an understatement. I got a
sunburn waiting for the clerk to come.

Waiting is not something I do easily. But if a person
is going to learn to pray well, they must learn to wait
well. This is a theme one finds repeated throughout
Scripture. Even the greatest of God’s people needs to
wait. Hosea wrote, “But you must return to your God;
maintain love and justice, and wait for your God al-
ways” (Hosea 12:6).

This is the prophet Jeremiah (Lamentations 3:20-
25): “… his compassions never fail. They are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself,
“The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”
(If you cannot say, “The Lord is my portion,” you won’t
say, “I will wait for him.”) “The Lord is good to those
whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is
good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”

To God Isaiah says: “Since ancient times no one has
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God
besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for
him” (Isaiah 64:4).

Christians are, almost by definition, those who have
“turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God, and to wait for his Son from heaven” (1 Thessalo-
nians 1:9). Jesus left his first followers with instruc-
tions to “wait for the Gift my Father promised…” (Acts
1:4). The church didn’t begin by doing but by waiting.

Waiting is the rule, not the exception. St. Paul tells
us that all “creation waits in eager anticipation for the
children of God to be revealed…” (Romans 8:19) — and
we wait with it. Waiting is a skill every Jesus-follower
must master. This is especially true when we pray.
Prayer is more like slow roasting than it is like micro-
waving. Rush it, take the prayer out early, and it won’t
be done. The psalmist said to God, “In the morning, O
Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my re-
quests before you and wait in expectation” (Psalm
5:3).

It is clear in Scripture that those who pray must
learn to wait on God, but we are not good at it, and we
do not like it. God’s Old Testament people were the
same way: “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in
quietness and trust is your strength, but you would
have none of it.” Instead of waiting on God, which re-
quires faith, they rushed into action and missed the
good things God had planned for them. “Yet,” the
prophet says, “the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he
rises to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of
justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!”

Shayne Looper is the pastor of Lockwood Communi-
ty Church in Branch County. Read more at shayne
looper.com.

Why wait for God? A message on prayer
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This sermon, based on Abraham’s experience as
detailed in Hebrews 11:8-13, helps us understand why
we need to wait on God in our prayers, and how we can
wait well. The key is to wait for God, not for things and
to wait with God, not alone. Come and join us in the
waiting room. God is already there.

I was rushing around on Monday, trying to get
things done in the most efficient way possible. I need-
ed a haircut but first I had to stop at the bank so that I
could pay for it. But before going to the barbershop, I
needed to go to First Baptist Church to see the pastor
for a minute and drop off something for him. I go to the
barbershop five minutes early and Steve was ready for
me. All was well in Shayne Land. On the way home I
stopped to fill the propane tank for our grill. The order
of my stops was calculated for time efficiency and fuel
economy.

The place where I stopped for propane was on the
way home; that way, I wouldn’t waste any time. How-
ever, the office staff person told me that there would be
no one available to fill the tank for about an hour. So, I
drove to Walmart to exchange the tank. It would cost
more, but I was in a hurry.

When I got to Walmart, I dropped off the cylinder
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Online services: Some churches are still
having online worship services. Visit
church websites for full information. 
Biltmore Church: All campuses open for
on-site services with safety measures in
place. Online services at 9:15 and 11
a.m. at live.biltmorechurch.com or
Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Arden, and
satellite locations. View times and loca-
tions at www.biltmorechurch.com.
Church of St. Philip the Apostle: Visit
Facebook page for daily meditation,
teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216 Whit-
son Ave., Swannanoa. 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls: Sun-
day services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eucha-
rist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucharist
livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore
Village, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.
Episcopal Church of Saint John in the
Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-person
services. Online service at 8:45 a.m. on
Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway, Flat
Rock. Visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/.
First Baptist Church-Canton: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,

or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.
First Congregational UCC: 10:30 a.m. in
person service Sundays, 20 Oak St.,
downtown Asheville. Wheelchair acces-
sible. Back parking lot and street park-
ing available. Visit www.uccasheville.org
.
Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.
Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tradi-
tional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15
a.m. Spanish service in person and liv-
estreamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service
every second Sunday. Watch special
services and sermons on YouTube. 1245
6th Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.gra-
cehendersonville.com.
Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Juna-
luska Conference & Retreat Center,
Lakeshore Drive, Haywood County. A
sacred place for prayer and meditation.
Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. service in person and also on Face-
book or YouTube. www.nativityarde-
n.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Ar-
den.
Mills River Presbyterian Church: Ser-
vice at 11 a.m. Enter via side door from

parking lot. 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101 or
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.
Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.
Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30 a.m
and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216 Shel-
burne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.
West Asheville Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. Also lives-
treamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.
West Canton Baptist Church: Worship
service at 11 a.m. Service also on Face-
book. No nursery until further notice.
75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road, Can-
ton. www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Sept. 6

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tuesdays,
Mountain View Church, 2221 North
Fork-Right Fork Road, Black Mountain.
Free meal 6 p.m. Worship and testimo-
ny 7 p.m. Small group discussion 8 p.m.
Dessert fellowship 9 p.m. Free child
care. Contact Connie at 828-669-1981
or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.
Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Tues-

day-Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Sept. 10

Carolina Bible Camp Bluegrass Festi-
val: 10:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 1988 Jericho
Church Road, Mocksville. The Kruger
Brothers, Junior Sisk Band, Carley Arro-
wood Band, Big Ron Hunter. About two
hours from Asheville. $15 in advance,
$20 at gate, free age 12 and younger.
Visit www.cbcbluegrass.com.
Blessing of the Pets service: 10-10:30
a.m., Mills River Presbyterian Church,
School House Road, Mills River. For all
pets. Held outdoors. Brightly-painted
rocks available for people to write
names of past pets, then rocks may be
placed under a Rainbow Bridge.

Sept. 17

Newbridge Community Block Party: 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. Inflatables,
outdoor games, music, food, prizes,
representatives from various organiza-
tions in area. Free. Call 828-254-7262.

Sept. 23

Cellist Marie Cole: 7 p.m., Weaverville
First Baptist Church, 63 N. Main St. She
will be accompanied by Alison Moore on
piano. Free but donations accepted. 

RELIGION CALENDAR

Standing out in the rain, listening
with fascination to thunder claps (ap-
plause?) and crackling flashes of natu-
ral electricity, I thought back to child-
hood fantasies. As a child growing up in
the greater Seattle area, I was frightened
every time there was a thunderstorm.
Do you remember those days, hiding
under the covers or calling out for pa-
rental comfort during a loud storm? For
some unknown reason, our Dad would
always try to calm us with an image I’ve
never forgotten. With a smile he said:
“The giants are bowling.” I think he also
may have said when they get a strike
there is a bright flash. Maybe that was
comforting, but I suspect it was my
Dad’s presence in the room and reassur-
ing voice that made those scary times
less terrifying. The fact that Dad was a
regular bowler made the story believ-
able.

As we grow up, we’re told by well-
meaning adults (we assume) that our
heavenly Parent will take care of us;
He’s watching over, whispering words
of reassurance to calm us through the
stormiest times. Using ancient stories
from the Bible, the divine forecast tends
to be fair weather ahead.

I wonder if my childhood fears would
have been soothed a little more if my
parents had explained the physical re-
alities of natural atmospheric events
like thunderstorms. Then again, I won-
der if my faith would have been shaped
in a more positive way if I had been
taught my heavenly Parent looked down
upon me favorably no matter what I did
or didn’t do. Instead of “Thou shalt nots”
and the threat of a torturous hell await-

ing bad children, if I had been told a dif-
ferent “fundamental” to the story of
faith – for instance, that “God is Love” is
the central point of the whole story. In-
stead of confusing add-on doctrines
and theologies, if the message was “Be-
lieve whatever you will, living a good
and loving life is the guiding principle,”
how much different would the journey
have been?

I speak of the journey in the past
tense because, after years of “faithing it”
in devotion and ministry, the thunder-
ous story made as much sense as giants
in the clouds. Those of us who lost our
fear of Sky Deities while growing a
healthy curiosity of the natural world,
may still hold some beliefs about the
“sacred” things. When we discover we
are free to let go of myths, legends and

childhood tales, we feel liberated to
choose from a whole spectrum of view-
points to try to make sense of our world.
What we aren’t so free to do, in my opi-
nion, is to frighten children with fanciful
stories that either terrify or pacify with-
out guidance from the most useful ba-
rometer of reality – our sometimes fog-
gy faculty of reason. 

Another childhood memory is sink-
ing deeper into my sleeping bag in our
family’s tiny camping trailer. While vis-
iting relatives, we were spending the
night in a park near Billings, Montana.
An intense storm came through that
night with loud booms and blinding,
crashing light. In the morning I remem-
ber someone speaking with my parents
about lightning blasting holes in the
ground nearby. Once again, Dad and

Mom comforted me by distracting my
attention to the fun we would have with
Uncle Paul and Aunt Vera.

The Japanese god Raijin is the god of
thunder and lightning. “He is consid-
ered a trickster who can bring both good
in the form of rain, and destructive
storms as well” (mythopedia.com). In
Roman mythology, the sky god Jupiter is
called “Light-bringer,” and “all places
struck by lightning were made his prop-
erty and were guarded from the profane
by a circular wall” (britannica.com).
(While in Scotland, I stood by a sculpted
stone thought to be an altar to Jupiter
built by Romans in Britain).

Of course we can’t overlook the great
overseer of the Greeks – Zeus, with his
companion Hera, Queen of the Heavens
– the Olympian god who gave us the
dramatic image of a deity sending down
punishing bolts of lightning on mortals
(see theoi.com).

Whether or not we believe in this or
that divine being, fact is, weather hap-
pens. If we view the world as the play-
ground or prayground of forces who
control everything, or who sit back on a
heavenly throne to observe our fearful
frailty, truth is, atmospheric phenome-
na generally affect all human beings
across the ever-changing planet. Reli-
gions of ancient times tell us weather
events are caused for blessing or curses;
if we choose to accept that, we might
consider who suffers the most – usually
poorer, more vulnerable people exposed
to the elemental forces of nature.

Light-bearers or fright-bearers, per-
haps we can let the bowling giants re-
main in childhood dreams.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Thunder and lightning – Are the giants bowling again?
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