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Faith in
‘The Waltons’

T
he Rev. Matt Curry’s parents were children of the Great Depression, just like “The Waltons” – the beloved TV

family whose prime-time series premiered 50 years ago. h When Curry was growing up on a farm in northern

Texas, his carpenter father and teacher mother often argued playfully over who had a poorer childhood. h “The

Depression was the seminal time of their lives – the time that was about family and survival and making it

through,” said Curry, now a 59-year-old Presbyterian pastor in Owensboro, Kentucky. “My dad used to talk about how his

dad would go work out of town and send $5 a week to feed and clothe the family.” h So when “The Waltons,” set in 1932 and

running through World War II, debuted on CBS on Sept. 14, 1972, the Currys identified closely with the storylines. Millions

of others felt the same, and the Thursday night drama about a Depression-era family in rural Virginia became one of TV’s

most popular and enduring programs. h At a time when the networks generally avoided “dangerous” content, “The Wal-

tons” was notable for taking on difficult topics – religion, in particular – said Robert Thompson, director of Syracuse

University’s Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture.

“The Waltons” debuted
on CBS on Sept. 14, 1972.
CBS PHOTO ARCHIVE VIA AP

At 50, beloved TV family still stirs fans’ love, nostalgia
Bobby Ross Jr. ASSOCIATED PRESS

See WALTONS, Page 2C
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LIVING

Several years ago I was invited to sit
in front of a sanctuary and read from my
book, “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Since
the book is a collection of my weekly
newspaper columns and the pastor
knew that many of the congregation

were readers, he invited me to come in
one evening to give a presentation. In
between readings, the pastor and at-
tendees asked questions and it was an
amiable exchange relating to sacred and
secular things.

I got to thinking, why don’t more
churches and other faith communities
invite infidels to speak and engage
members? 

“Infidel” literally means “not faithful”
referring to “a person who does not be-
lieve in religion or who adheres to a reli-
gion other than one’s own.” This reveals

an important nuance. A “non-faithful”
person might not follow any faith or
they simply believe something different
than one acceptable faith. There’s no
need to be apprehensive about that.

Maybe I’m unusual, but once I ven-
tured outside the faith I was raised in
(and I had good reasons for leaving), I
never held the opinion that anyone with
faith was to be avoided, ignored or hat-
ed. In fact, even as a secular infidel, I’ve
stayed engaged with religion through
my work and personal relationships.
Family and friends are people of faith

and a number of them are clergy. In oth-
er words, becoming an infidel has never
meant becoming unfriendly.

I continue to learn from selected
teachings of religion, drawing waters of
wisdom from many wells. Now and then
I turn to world scriptures, finding con-
cepts or quotes in ancient sacred litera-
ture. Water is water and wisdom is wis-
dom, though water can become polluted
and so can some teachings that may
have originally expounded wisdom. I re-

First church of the search: An Invitation to infidels

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

See HIGHLAND, Page 4C
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a full bathroom Remodel | Payments as low as $99 

We design beautiful, functional spaces—and provide the quality products to finish 
the look. Best of all, our licensed, insured, locally owned and operated 

Re-Bath teams complete projects in days, not weeks.  
Schedule your FREE in-home consultation today.

$1,250 OFF

(828) 220-5567
Full & Partial Bathroom Remodeling  

Aging & Accessibility Solutions

Call Today
for our location and hours!

Full remodel offer is valid from 9/01/2022 through 9/30/2022 and cannot be combined with 
other offers. Restrictions apply. Visit rebath.com/location/charlotte for full terms and conditions.

So much to love.
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cently taught a course on Ecclesiastes
and the Sermon on the Mount. Our
small class enjoyed engaging religious
as well as ethical questions in these
texts. The secular approach we took in-
vited us to feel free to disagree with an-
cient teachers and find both relevant
and irrelevant passages for our own
time, our own lives. This approach
wouldn’t be welcome in many religious
institutions. We found it refreshing,
even “inspiring.” 

Being married to a minister certainly
keeps me “in relation” to religion! Yet,
having been a minister myself, active in
ministry (specifically chaplaincy) for
many years, left me with deep reserva-

tions about faith and specifically
“church,” as well as a good sense there
are good people inside my former fel-
lowship. While I rarely “darken a church
door,” I wander in now and then to see if
anything I hear is relatable or relevant to
my life, or my world. It is most often the
case that some things are said and done
in the “House of God” that can be mean-
ingful or thought-provocative for a sec-
ular person. Rituals can still carry
meaning at times, but they can easily
slip into rote exercises. Singing is one
ritual that offers a rare opportunity to be
“in tune” with others in an uplifting way.
Though I sang in several choirs over the
years and still enjoy some singing, it’s
difficult to sing words that no longer
have meaning or reflect what I know to
be bad – or let’s say questionable – the-
ology. A good friend of mine is a music
director and composer. I respect his im-

pressive talents, though “church music”
simply doesn’t do it for me anymore.
When I see or hear him performing (for
better or worse, much “church music” is
performance) I can appreciate the effort
and add my applause.

One element I look for in “worship
services” is quite simple: how much si-
lence is incorporated in the experience?
Too often there are words, words,
words, overlooking the fact that exces-
sive talking can be an empty distraction
from the present moment. If there
seems to be a respect for stillness, for
contemplation, without an expectation
of more words in prayers, hymns or ser-
mons, it feels healthier for the mind and
body. Quieter spaces can provide a
sense of welcoming. These don’t have to
be cathedrals, though I’ve been in many.
Even a small circle in a simple room can,
with a conscious intent, present an in-

vitation to be still and know the Good.
Buddhists might help Christians with
this. All this is to say, I think it would be
beneficial for more congregations to in-
vite those of other faiths and no faiths to
speak, teach, share music – and silence
– to engage congregants. In fact, I would
go so far as to say this is essential in our
world of fractured faith, with increasing
numbers of secular people – especially
youth – challenging religion to find still-
ness and sensibility in the common
search for fidelity – faithfulness to
truth, reason and inclusive community.

Chris Highland served as a minister
and chaplain for many years. He is a
teacher, writer and humanist celebrant.
Chris and his wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis,
live in Asheville. His latest books are
“Friendly Freethinker,” “Broken Bridges”
and “A Freethinker’s Gospel.” Learn
more at chighland.com.

Highland
Continued from Page 1C

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Sept. 25

Online services: Some churches are
still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion. 

Sacred and Classical Music by
Gregg Tomlinson: 3 p.m., Black Moun-
tain United Methodist Church, 101
Church St. Donations accepted to bene-
fit Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry
fuel fund.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at
9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch-
.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations. View times
and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-

lage, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-per-
son services. Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20 Oak
St., downtown Asheville. Wheelchair
accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.grace-
hendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel

open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity: 10
a.m. service in person and also on Face-
book or YouTube. www.nativityarde-
n.org. 2425 Hendersonville Road, Ar-
den.

Mills River Presbyterian Church:
Service at 11 a.m. Enter via side door
from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101
or www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216
Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
Worship service at 10:30 a.m. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Service also on
Facebook. No nursery until further no-
tice. 75 Lowe St., off Old Clyde Road,
Canton. www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Sept. 27

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship
and testimony 7 p.m. Small group dis-
cussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m.
Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-
669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every
Tuesday-Thursday, Mills River Presby-
terian Church, 10 Presbyterian Church
Road, Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles.
Visit www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Oct. 1

Autumn plant swap: 10 a.m.-noon,
Mills River Presbyterian Church, School
House Road, Mills River. Bring excess
plants, pots, soil, bulbs and flowers to
share. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Oct. 8

Craft Fair: 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Newbridge
Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Foods available. Proceeds go
to Man Cave Ministry, Veterans Dinner
and Baptist Children’s Home. For more
information, call 828-254-7262.

RELIGION CALENDAR


