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WITCHY
WARES

NEW ALBANY, Ind.. – Antoinette Beatty is a practicing witch, but
even she didn’t fully understand just how large the witchcraft com-
munity was in the Louisville area. 

Then she started the Witches Market in November, and it just ap-
peared. Seemingly out of nowhere. 

The monthly market at Raven’s Roost Boutique in downtown New
Albany serves as a farmers’ market of sorts for the magically inclined.
It’s a natural, public gathering point for a community that often oper-
ates in private. Practicing magic is an extremely personal thing, Beat-
ty said. It can be a culture, a religion, a lifestyle, or a combination of
the three. Celebrations and rituals among the Pagan and Wicca com-
munities aren’t typically advertised. Covens are intimate groups. 

This market, however, welcomes everyone.
Beatty, who has owned the metaphysical boutique for about three

years, kindly entertained questions for nearly an hour, which she
does a lot.

This boutique makes witchcraft
community mainstream

Maggie Menderski Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See BOUTIQUE, Page 3C

“A lot of people 

will just be exploring 

and trying to find 

something different ... 

So then they’ll come in 

and I get a lot of questions

like, ‘where do I start?’ 

and ‘what do I do?’ ” 
Antoinette Beatty
Raven’s Roost Boutique owner

ILLUSTRATION BY STACY JACKSON/USA TODAY NETWORK; AND GETTY IMAGES
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LIVING

The interfaith world in which I spent
most of my ministry was vibrant, grow-
ing, promising. Diversity and inclusion
were fundamental (Fundamentalists
were welcome, though most consider
interfaith, or any other faith, ungodly).
Some in multi-faith circles have a vision
of a Big Tent where every faith, and per-

haps even secular humanists, are wel-
come. They might convey or say some-
thing like: “Whatever you believe, you’re
included.” Obviously this presents chal-
lenges. In a room full of diverse beliefs,
how can constructive conversations
around matters of faith be meaningful?
How can people who believe such a
wide spectrum of theologies, with so
many forms of religious practice, come
together to learn from each other and,
hopefully, learn to live side by side, may-
be even cooperate to serve the greater
community? These were challenges and
opportunities my wife and I were deeply
involved in for a long time. We wit-

nessed success, failure, and a messy
mix of humanity that could be quite
wonderful.

Does it really matter what a person
believes? Surely it matters a great deal.
Beliefs can be helpful, healthy and lead
to happiness, or they can be unhelpful,
unhealthy, harmful and cause unhappi-
ness. Who judges? Who determines
what beliefs are essentially good or
bad? In my opinion, each of us ought to
have some way to discern that. A per-
sonal example may be of use. 

I was born on Christmas Day, a swad-
dled gift to my adopting parents. Later,
when I learned who my birth mother

was, it made sense she joined a religious
tradition that does not observe Christ-
mas. Maybe too painful to celebrate a
day of births? When I became an evan-
gelical Christian, I considered my birth
mother’s faith a demonic cult. One of
her sisters would chase those believers
from her doorstep when they came
knocking, then she would sweep off the
porch! You might say there was some
tension over religion in our family. 

Faith can do this of course. It can
sweep away the infidels (the faith out-
siders) and slam the door on those who 

See HIGHLAND, Page 2C

Highland Views
Chris Highland

Guest columnist

Does it really matter what we believe?
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“A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a
horse!” is the famous line spoken by
Richard in Shakespeare’s play, "Richard
III." Richard’s horse had been slain and
he was on foot and helpless, very will-
ing, at least at that moment to give up
his English rule in exchange for his life.
He was killed shortly afterwards by
Richmond, who becomes King Henry
VII, without having to give away a horse.

Desperate people do desperate
things and make desperate promises
when faced with desperate situations.
Would Richard have really followed
through with his promise if someone
had been able to find a horse and save
his life? We will never know. But we do
know that we sometimes try to make a
deal with God when we are in a desper-
ate situation. A deal that we may or may
not honor after he delivers us. That kind
of behavior is both tempting and mock-
ing to God. We need to be very careful.

It should make us think. What things

would we give in exchange for our lives?
Most of us would give all that we have
for our lives or the lives of our family and
others. Would we give up our belief in
God? Would we recant and deny that we
know Jesus as our Savior? Hopefully,
we will never be in situation where we
would have to choose between our lives
or our God. But we never know. Every so
often we hear of missionaries and other
Christians being imprisoned and killed
for their faith.

If you have time, read Genesis 25:19-
34. It is the account of the twin sons of
Isaac and Rebekah. Esau was the eldest,
being born a few minutes before Jacob.
In that culture, the eldest received the
family inheritance and became the head
of the family. This was Esau’s birthright.
One day while Esau was hunting, Jacob
was at home cooking a delicious pot of
soup. Esau came in so hungry and weak,
he thought he would die. Jacob saw an
opportunity to get his hands on the
birthright by offering Esau a bowl of
soup in exchange for his birthright. Esau
accepted the offer showing that he saw
very little value in his birthright.

In this story from scripture, we see a
young man willfully giving up his inher-
itance and spiritual leadership of a great

nation - his birthright - for a bowl of
bean soup! Sound incredible? But it
happened and continues to happen to-
day as people sell their souls-their spiri-
tual birthright as children of God-for
material things and earthly pleasures.
Esau had very little concern or regard for
his birthright or the importance of being
the spiritual leader of his family. He
treated that inheritance with irrever-
ence and disrespect. Esau was willing to
give up all he could ever be for a physical
pleasure that would only last for a little
while.

We find more examples in scripture
of others giving up their birthrights for
something found in the world. Some-
thing that for the present time seemed
more important than anything could
ever be in the future. Satan has a way of
blinding us to the future. Adam and Eve,
their son Cain, Lot, King Saul, and the
followers of Jesus who turned away
from him when they heard they must
sacrifice themselves as Jesus would do.

Then we remember Judas who
walked with Jesus for three years. Dur-
ing that time, Judas watched the mir-
acles, listened to the sermons, and
shared daily life with Jesus and the oth-
ers. And even though Judas knew about

his birthright and spiritual responsibil-
ity, was willing to sell it for a brief time in
the spotlight of infamy and 30 pieces of
silver.

Yes, we have a birthright, a spiritual
one. We will either give up God for
something, or we will give something up
for God. I hope we will be like Enoch who
walked with God, Moses choosing to
suffer with his people rather than enjoy
the passing pleasures of sin, Job, after
losing all he had, continuing to trust
God, Daniel in the lions den and the He-
brew children in the fiery furnace with
complete faith that God would deliver
them. The disciples, Paul, and all those
down through the centuries who suf-
fered and gave their lives for Christ, val-
ued their souls above all else on this
earth.

Our soul, our inheritance as a child of
God, our birthright, is far too valuable to
exchange for anything here on earth.
Let’s finish our race, keep the faith,
spread the truth of the gospel, and claim
that crown of righteousness kept just for
us.

This column is the opinion of 
the Rev. Tim McConnell, retired 
Methodist minister. Reach him at 
tim.mcconnell915@gmail.com.

Soul is too valuable to exchange for earthly things

Devotional
Tim McConnell

Guest columnist

Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance to cterrell@citizen-
times.com.

Feb. 5

Online services: Some churches are
still having online worship services.
Visit church websites for full informa-
tion.

Biltmore Church: All campuses
open for on-site services with safety
measures in place. Online services at
9:15 and 11 a.m. at live.biltmorechurch-
.com or Facebook. 35 Clayton Road, Ar-
den, and satellite locations. View times
and locations at
www.biltmorechurch.com.

Church of St. Philip the Apostle:
Visit Facebook page for daily medita-
tion, teachings and weekly homily. Visit
www.churchofsaintphilip.org. 216
Whitson Ave., Swannanoa. 

Episcopal Cathedral of All Souls:
Sunday services at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Eu-
charist (in person only) 11:15 a.m. Eucha-
rist livestreamed on
www.allsoulscathedral.org, YouTube
and Facebook. 9 Swan St., Biltmore Vil-
lage, Asheville. Visit
www.allsoulscathedral.org.

Episcopal Church of Saint John in
the Wilderness: 8:45 or 11 a.m. in-per-
son services. Online service at 8:45 a.m.
on Facebook. 1895 Greenville Highway,
Flat Rock. Visit
www.stjohnflatrock.org/.

First Baptist Church-Canton: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Academy Street,
downtown. Also on Facebook, YouTube,
or listen at http://wptlradio.net/ or
WPTL 101.7 FM 920 AM. Links are at
www.canton-fbc.org.

First Congregational UCC: 10:30
a.m. in person service Sundays, 20 Oak
St., downtown Asheville. Wheelchair
accessible. Back parking lot and street
parking available. Visit
www.uccasheville.org.

Grace Episcopal Church: Worship in
person and on YouTube at 10:30 a.m.
Sundays. 871 Merrimon Ave., Asheville.
Visit www.graceavl.com for weekday
services and events.

Grace Lutheran Church: 9 a.m. tra-
ditional service in person and on Face-
book, 11:15 a.m. praise service, 11:15 a.m.
Spanish service in person and lives-
treamed, 11:15 a.m. bilingual service ev-
ery second Sunday. Watch special ser-
vices and sermons on YouTube. 1245 6th
Ave. W., Hendersonville. www.grace-
hendersonville.com.

Lake Junaluska’s Memorial Chapel
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. daily: Lake Junalus-
ka Conference & Retreat Center, Lake-
shore Drive, Haywood County. A sacred
place for prayer and meditation.

Lutheran Church of the Nativity:
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services in person
and also on Facebook or YouTube.
www.nativityarden.org. 2425 Hender-
sonville Road, Arden.

Mills River Presbyterian Church:
Service at 11 a.m. Enter via side door
from parking lot. 10 Presbyterian
Church Road, Mills River. 828-891-7101
or www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Newbridge Baptist Church: Indoor
worship at 11 a.m., 199 Elkwood Ave.,
Asheville. Service also livestreamed on
church Facebook page and can be ac-
cessed later at www.newbridgebaptis-
t.org.

Trinity Baptist Church: 8 and 10:30
a.m and 5 p.m. Sunday services, 216

Shelburne Road, Asheville. Visit
https://tbcasheville.org/about/. Nurs-
ery available.

West Asheville Baptist Church:
Worship service at 10:30 a.m. Also liv-
estreamed on Facebook and www.wes-
tashevillebaptist.org. 926 Haywood
Road.

West Canton Baptist Church: Wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Service also on
Facebook. Nursery available. 75 Lowe
St., off Old Clyde Road, Canton.
www.westcantonbaptist.org.

Feb. 7

Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m. Tues-
days, Mountain View Church, 2221
North Fork-Right Fork Road, Black
Mountain. Free meal 6 p.m. Worship
and testimony 7 p.m. Small group dis-
cussion 8 p.m. Dessert fellowship 9 p.m.
Free child care. Contact Connie at 828-
669-1981 or Jeanie at 828-669-4146.

Puzzle Swap:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, Mills River Presbyterian
Church, 10 Presbyterian Church Road,
Mills River. Free jigsaw puzzles. Visit
www.millsriverpresbyterian.org.

Feb. 9

Zoom Book Study: 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
days through March 9 with First Con-
gregational Church in Hendersonville.
Racial Justice Team discusses “I Never
Thought About It Like That” by Monica
Guzman. Contact Patti Clay at
pclay51@gmail.com to sign up. For more
information, visit www.fcchenderson-
ville.org or call 828-692-8630.

RELIGION CALENDAR

utive was able to instill a genuine desire
for pet rocks in the hearts of millions of
people. What were we thinking? We
weren’t thinking; we were desiring.

The science of advertising has come
a long way since then. Today’s advertis-
ers have access to information about
how the human brain works that Gary
Dahl, the ad exec who introduced the
pet rock, knew nothing about. For ex-
ample, Jane Raymond, a professor of
consumer psychology at the University
of Whales, says that research on the
brain’s lateralization suggests that faces
pictured on the left side of a page cap-
ture attention better than faces on the
right side.

The intentional inculcation of desire
– it is called seduction in some circum-
stances – is frequently intended by one
individual (or group) to influence anoth-
er individual (or group) for some kind of
personal advantage. The various types
of natural desire were long ago classified
in three categories: desires of the flesh,
desires of the eyes, and pride of life.

St. John identified these categories in
the latter part of the first century. He
considered them to be comprehensive
of all natural desires and describes
them as “all that is in the world.” These
desires are what move the world.

But according to John, the world and
its desires are passing away, rather like
the desire for Tickle Me Elmo dolls. In
1996, people fought over them in store
aisles. There was a stampede in a Wal-
mart in New Brunswick that caused in-
juries. Desperate people spent many

thousands of dollars for a single doll.
But the frenzied desire for Elmo dolls
has passed away.

It is hard to imagine a world where
the desire of the flesh for physical plea-
sure, the desire of the eyes to possess
what is seen, and the pride of life, the
desire to be recognized as better than
others, no longer control people. Yet
they too are passing away and will one
day be forgotten.

Does that mean that human beings
will in the future world be without de-
sire, as some Buddhists hope? And if
that should be the case, will those desir-
eless creatures still be human?

I think not. To desire is part of our hu-
manity. Far from spelling the annihila-
tion of desire, the future world promises
its fulfillment. So, the Psalmist writes of
God: “In your presence is the fullness of
joy and at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.”

Christian spiritual formation recog-
nizes that desire can helpfully direct our
lives or harmfully “corrode” – St. Peter’s
word – our souls. Thus, desires that dis-
honor God and harm people must be
kept at a distance. There are even times
when one should flee from them. New
and helpful desires must be nurtured.

When people delight in God, those
new and helpful desires grow in them.
They should be cultivated, for they are
ones that God can safely fulfill, and hu-
mans can thoroughly enjoy.

Find this and other articles by
Shayne Looper at shaynelooper.com.

Intentionally cultivate a desire for God, not fads

Shayne Looper
Guest columnist

In the 1960s, Hula Hoops and TV din-
ners were in. In the 1970s, it was pet
rocks and fondue pots. In the 1980s,
there were padded shoulders and Hacky
Sacks. You couldn’t go out without see-
ing fanny packs in the 1990s. Some of
them were big enough to fit a “Tickle Me
Elmo” doll.

Little had changed by the 2000s. We
were fascinated by the guys rolling by on
their Segways and were taking pictures
of them with the disposable cameras we
picked up at 7-Eleven. Of course, all that
has changed now that we are in 2023.
We can congratulate ourselves on hav-
ing outgrown our fads – as we all drive
our pickups and SUVs, check how we
slept on our Fitbits, and listen to favorite
podcasts on our AirPods.

Someone might counter that AirPods
and Fitbits are useful. So were TV din-
ners and disposable cameras, yet no one
wants them anymore. Let’s face it: we
have been conditioned to desire things
that others want us to desire for their
own purposes.

Behind every fad lies the intentional
cultivation of desire. It is disconcerting
to think that at least some of our very
real desires have been implanted in us
by others. It almost boggles the mind to
think that in 1975 an advertising exec-

believe differently than we do. Our
minds are closed to any beliefs that
sound strange or threatening to our
own views. Faith can be one of the
greatest forces for good, yet also a
powerful force for division in the hu-
man community. We might even say
faith is designed to do this. Not that
this is intended so much, but by their
very nature, supernatural beliefs of-
ten derail any real chance of unity in
humanity. Once a faith is chosen (if it
is indeed chosen from actual choices)
it takes another courageous choice
not to judge others for not making
your choice, choosing your faith.

Can we really decide what beliefs
are good or bad, healthy or un-
healthy? I should hope so. Yet,
knowledge mixed with humility has
to be central. We have to know some-
thing about the tradition and theol-
ogy of any particular group to deter-
mine whether the tradition itself is
good, or the practice, the way the tra-
dition is lived in real life, is good. Is
there a clear connection, a distinct
line drawn from the original teach-
ings of that religion and current prac-
tice? Or is there a disconnect, a break
in the cord from the past to the pre-
sent? (Has the original inspiration
been replaced by an Institution?)

Each personal experience and in-
terpretation of that experience needs
to be taken seriously—and seriously
questioned. If someone is unwilling
to be self-critical, resistant to consid-
er rational explanations for feelings
or opinions they hold dear, their
views invite closer examination no
matter how unsettling. Wise discern-
ment calls for courageous openness
and honesty.

Another example could help us.
Nearly every chapter of the Qur’an
begins with the proclamation: “In the
Name of Allah, the Compassionate
and Merciful.” If scriptures of various
traditions all began with such word-
ing, we might sense from the start
their teachings and practice would be
centered on compassion and mer-
cy—admirable, healthy and happy
intents. The world would obviously
be a better place if lovingkindness
and humaneness were at the heart of
any faith or lifestyle. Many Chris-
tians believe the ethical instructions
in the Sermon on the Mount are cen-
tral to faith, and many in the Jewish
community look to the Prophets of
Israel for their message of social jus-
tice. These teachings are at the core
of Buddhist belief and practice as
well. All of this is to say, many facets
of religious faith should be respected
and one major way to show respect is
to probe the hidden, defended cor-
ners of those beliefs, pursuing the
most pertinent questions. As uncom-
fortable as that process is, it could
strengthen or shatter those beliefs.
Growth is possible. It certainly mat-
ters what we believe, since it matters
how we conduct our lives.

Chris Highland was a minister
and interfaith chaplain for nearly 30
years. He is a teacher, writer and 
humanist celebrant. Chris and his 
wife, the Rev. Carol Hovis, live in 
Asheville. His books and blogs are 
presented on “Friendly Freethinker” 
(www.chighland.com).

Highland
Continued from Page 1C


