
The Secular Scientific Spirit 

from Carl Sagan, “Science and Hope,” The Demon-Haunted World 

“Science is more than a body of knowledge, it is a way of thinking.”


“[As a child] I was gripped by the splendor of the universe, transfixed by the prospect of understanding how things really 
work, of helping to uncover deep mysteries, of exploring new worlds … For me, the romance of science remains as 

appealing and new as it was [in my youth].”


“Scientists may reject mystic revelations for which there is no evidence except somebody’s say-so, but they hardly believe 
their knowledge of Nature to be complete.”


“Science is far from a perfect instrument of knowledge. It’s just the best we have.”


“The scientific way of thinking is at once imaginative and disciplined.  This is central to its success. Science invites us to let 
the facts in, even when they don’t conform to our preconceptions.”


“[Science] has built-in, error-correcting machinery at its very heart.”


“When we are self-indulgent and uncritical, when we confuse hopes and facts, we slide into 

pseudoscience and superstition.”


“One of the great commandments of science is, ‘Mistrust arguments from authority.’”

“This independence of science … makes it dangerous to doctrines less self-critical, or with pretensions to certitude.”


“Science carries us toward an understanding of how the world is, rather than how we would wish it to be.”


“In its encounter with Nature, science invariably elicits a sense of reverence and awe.”


“ ‘Spirit’ comes from the Latin word ‘to breathe’.  What we breathe is air, which is certainly matter … there is no necessary 
implication in the word ‘spiritual’ that we are talking of anything other than matter … 


Science is not only compatible with spirituality; it is a profound source of spirituality.” (respiration, inspiration)


“There are no forbidden questions in science … no sacred truths.  

[There is an] openness to new ideas and rigorous, skeptical scrutiny of all ideas.”


“If we don’t practice these tough habits of thought, we cannot hope to solve the truly serious problems that face us.”


